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1                               Monday Morning Session,
2                               July 14, 2025.
3                         - - -
4                     CALL TO ORDER
5             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Please come to
6 order.  Those of you who are able, please rise for
7 prayer and the pledge led by Union Past President
8 Gary Wolske.
9                         - - -

10                   PRAYER AND PLEDGE
11             (Opening Prayer.)
12             (Pledge of Allegiance.)
13                         - - -
14              OFFICIAL OPENING OF MEETING
15             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Brother Vice
16 President, opening of the Lodge.
17             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  By direction of
18 the President, I proclaim this Lodge duly open for
19 the transaction of regular business and other matters
20 that may be legally brought before it.
21             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you.
22                         - - -
23                DEDICATION OF CONFERENCE
24             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I am going to call
25 Brother Saringer for a motion.
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1             2ND VICE PRESIDENT SARINGER:  Brothers

2 and Sisters, I stand before you to make the motion

3 now to dedicate the 89th Annual Fraternal Order of

4 Police Conference here in Sharonville to those

5 Brothers who were lost in the line of duty since the

6 last conference.  Their names, departments, and watch

7 are as follows:  Officer James Ritter, Cleveland PD,

8 November 4, 2024; Deputy Larry Henderson, Hamilton

9 County Sheriff's Office, end of watch May 2, 2025;

10 Deputy Daniel Westin Sherrer, Morrow County Sheriff's

11 Office, end of watch May 26, 2025.  And I so move.

12             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion made by

13 Saringer.  Seconded by Haley.  Under discussion.

14             Seeing and hearing none, all in favor of

15 the motion, signify by saying aye.

16             Opposed say nay.  Unanimous.

17             (Vote taken; motion passed.)

18                         - - -

19       COMMENTS BY HOST DISTRICT CHAIR KEN KOBER

20             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  We're going to

21 see -- fiddling with this PowerPoint.  It's our first

22 time with it.  I am going to mess it up, I'm sure.

23 Please give your attention to our Host Lodge

24 President, Queen City 69 President Ken Kober.

25             BROTHER KOBER:  Good morning.  I
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1 appreciate you all coming here to Cincinnati for this
2 conference.  I want to go over a couple things real
3 quick, and we will get to it.
4             I do want to thank Jon Halusek, Dan
5 Kowalski, and Sean Woods who are conference chairs,
6 as well as the rest of our Delegates for their
7 tireless work putting all this together.  And it's
8 been great so far, and I am sure tonight is going to
9 be no different.

10             Queen City Lodge 69 last year created a
11 nonprofit called Cops Caring for Cops.  It was an
12 organization that was created based off of the need
13 we saw for members of our lodge.  Any active police
14 officer that's diagnosed with cancer, this
15 organization will take care of their medical bills,
16 so it's one less thing they have to worry about.
17             And as a result of that, we have a 5K
18 that we are doing.  Go out and you'll see the Cops
19 Caring for Cops booth out there.  Stop by, get some
20 merchandise, things like that for sale.
21             Also with that Faxon Firearms are out
22 there.  They were generous enough to provide us an AR
23 15 we are going to be raffling off.  It will be
24 raffled off tomorrow, so all of you that are here
25 feel free to buy a ticket for that.  That money as
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1 well is all going to Cops Caring for Cops.
2             We did a New Riff single barrel.  Most --
3 I believe some of you all prebought them.  If you go
4 to the Cops Caring for Cops booth, they have got your
5 name on the list, they will provide you a bottle
6 that's got the laser etched in of the FOP emblem.  We
7 do have additional bottles as well for sale.  Swing
8 out there and grab it.  It's $65.
9             The last thing at that booth as well,

10 Deputy Larry Henderson, who was murdered on May 2
11 from Hamilton County, there is coins that the
12 Sheriff's Department made.  All that money is going
13 to his family.  Those are $25 a piece.  Those are out
14 there as well.
15             Finally, I know that everybody was really
16 looking forward to having a banquet tonight, but we
17 have decided to cancel that.  We are going to be
18 doing a Taste of Cincinnati.  It will be under the
19 tent.  We will talk about it more later, but we are
20 going to have Skyline Chili, Chandler's Wings,
21 LaRosa's, JTM, White Castle, and then Cdubb's
22 Homestyle Chili is one of our police officers
23 patrolling District 3, has a food cart that will be
24 there, and then finally Graeter's Ice Cream will have
25 a truck out there as well.
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1             The last thing I have is you saw the

2 olive-colored shirts.  Those are all the volunteers.

3 It's pretty distinct.  If you look on the back of it,

4 it says "Ask me.  JJ is grumpy today."  JJ is Jon

5 Halusek, if you didn't know, and he really liked that

6 we made those shirts for him.

7             And the last thing is if you are staying

8 at the overflow hotel, we will have vans running

9 tonight that will pick you up at the lobby, get you

10 here, and then take you back.  That way nobody is

11 driving after they have been drinking, which I can

12 tell you apparently there was a lot of drinking going

13 on last night because I am making another liquor run

14 this afternoon.  Not surprising for this conference.

15             That's all I have for now.  I appreciate

16 you all being here.

17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So Ken told you that

18 for the first time we are not doing a banquet.  And

19 we are going to do a lot of firsts at this

20 conference.

21             One thing I want to bring to your

22 attention is we didn't print all your conference

23 books this year.  We now put all of that on a QR code

24 that's available on your tables and on your screens.

25 You can get all the conference reports, social
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1 agendas, the Legislative Report, resolutions, and the
2 minutes from the last conference by accessing that QR
3 code.
4             You can also tell by looking up here this
5 is the first time for the backdrop and for the
6 lighted emblem.  We can thank Rob Hawley for that.
7 It's also the first time we are going to try to
8 navigate this PowerPoint, and I hope that I can keep
9 up with it because a lot of work went into making it.

10             One of the things that we are going to do
11 with the elimination of the banquet meant we have to
12 find a place to do awards, and we are going to do
13 that now with everybody, Auxiliary, Associates, and
14 the FOP, in the room at the same time.
15                         - - -
16            FOPA VICE PRESIDENT TAMMY WHITE
17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  But I would first
18 like to start with the FOP Associates and their Vice
19 President Tammy White to give the FOPA report and do
20 their awards and scholarships.  Tammy.
21             FOPA VP WHITE:  Good morning.  Tammy
22 White, I'm the Vice President of the State of Ohio
23 for FOPA.  We are going to start off with some fun
24 stuff of our fundraising all ready.  Everybody has
25 pretty much seen our baskets which is fantastic.  We
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1 changed some things up.  We still have the bourbon
2 basket that we had last year which went well, but
3 this year we are doing a lottery tree, and they're
4 going crazy over it.  You have the chance to win
5 millions.  And if you do, contact me, please.
6             We are also doing a 50/50 drawing.  We
7 will be giving all our proceeds back to the FOP like
8 we did last year which is great so please come out
9 and support us.  We will have this at the tent

10 tonight.  We will have it throughout the day.  I am
11 going to plan on drawing those tickets at 7:30, so if
12 you get a ticket and you are not going to be at the
13 Taste of Cincinnati, please have your name and phone
14 number on there so I can contact you.
15             The other exciting thing we have is every
16 year we do scholarships.  This year we did three FOPA
17 scholarships which are a thousand dollars a year, so
18 it's for four years, and it's $4,000 total.  I just
19 want to thank the committee.  We had over 50
20 applications, and it is just a rewarding -- if you
21 have never done it before, it's so rewarding.  These
22 kids are phenomenal.  I mean, their grade point
23 average is well over 4.  They are doing everything.
24 I don't know how they have time for school or sports
25 or anything.  So everyone is very deserving.

Page 11

1             The three ones that we have for FOP are

2 Megan Bizup.  Her parents are Charles and Heather

3 Bizup from Eagle Lodge 177 in Cambridge.

4             The second one is Isabelle Menefee.  Her

5 parent is Elisha Menefee from FOP 139 in Norton.

6             And then the third one is Amanda Couch.

7 Her parents are Catherine Couch and Kenneth Couch

8 from Capital City Lodge No. 9 in Columbus.

9             This past year the FOP has generously

10 donated two one-time thousand dollar scholarships.

11 One is in the name of Nick DiMarco and that one is

12 going to Averie Campese.  Parents are Hillary and

13 Chad Campese from FOP Capital City No. 9 in Columbus.

14             And the other one is for Virgil McDaniel

15 and that thousand dollar scholarship is going to

16 Delaney Tussing.  Parents are Chrissie and

17 Christopher Tussing from the FOP Cap City in

18 Columbus.

19             Again, I would like to thank the

20 committee and all the hard work everybody has done

21 because this is real -- to do everything online and

22 everything, go through 50 scholarships, it's just --

23 it does take some time.

24             And I did want you to know that if you

25 are interested in getting some of these scholarships
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1 to your lodge and things like that, we may be taking

2 the one down to do a little bit of, you know,

3 streamlining with that, so it will be available in

4 January.

5             The second thing -- or the next thing

6 that I have is the FOP -- with the support of the --

7 the FOP, the FOPA has formed a membership committee.

8 And what we've done is, you know, our largest

9 challenge is to get membership, members in, so we are

10 trying to streamline, also put some documents on our

11 website so that you can download them so you can hand

12 them right to maybe an FOP member.  They can take it

13 out and maybe bring some in.  So we are still working

14 hard on that, that we're -- we're going to try to

15 just make some other changes too during this

16 conference and try to get that done.

17             The other thing we have is we're excited

18 to have the FOP Legal Defense Fund being available to

19 our members who are part-time, reserve, or auxiliary.

20 This could be an invaluable tool in recruiting new

21 members.

22             We are currently working with FOP 141 and

23 FOP 117 to form actual new Associate lodges.  If you

24 have any questions or -- questions in the process of

25 opening a new FOPA lodge, please contact me or



89th FOP Conference Volume I

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

4 (Pages 13 to 16)

Page 13

1 contact Theresa, and we'd be more than happy to help
2 you out and navigate you through that.
3             The last thing I would like to say is we
4 appreciate everything you do.  We are here for you.
5 If you have any questions, concerns, suggestions,
6 please reach out to us.  We just want to help you all
7 to be successful.  We would like to get everybody --
8 it would be great if everybody had an FOPA.  You
9 would be surprised what FOPA can do for you.  They

10 can help you get fundraising.  They can help you with
11 recruitment.  They can help you with whatever you
12 have going on.
13             So, please, any questions please reach
14 out to us and we would be more than happy to help
15 you.  Thank you for your time.
16             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Anybody have any
17 questions?  I would like to call up Elaine.  Your
18 last name is hard for me to say.
19             MS. DOMONKOS:  Domonkos.
20             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Domonkos for a
21 presentation.
22             MS. DOMONKOS:  As you know, the Fraternal
23 Order of Police Associates every year presents a
24 check to the FOP of Ohio, and this year right now
25 just based on our membership from January to June, I
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1 would like to present the FOP of Ohio a check for

2 21,721 -- 20 dollars.

3             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I gave it to Greg.

4 Wait.  Get that from Greg and give it to Denise.

5                         - - -

6 FOP AUXILIARY PRESIDENT PEGGY MOHR AND PAST PRESIDENT

7                     CHERIE SIEHL

8             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I would next like to

9 call up the Auxiliary and President Peggy Mohr and

10 Past President Cherie Siehl.  Amy, if you want to get

11 ready.

12             PRESIDENT MOHR:  Good morning.  First, we

13 would like to thank Queen City for checking on us

14 last night, making sure we had everything we needed

15 for baskets to make that charity basket raffle

16 successful.  So thank you very much.

17             Tonight is going to be our 50/50 as

18 always, and then we are also going to raffle the

19 bourbon basket that we were going to raffle at the

20 spaghetti dinner, but it kind of got canceled, so we

21 are going to do that tonight.  That will be about

22 8 o'clock.

23             Obviously we are your family members.  We

24 are trying to start our own axillaries.  I have

25 talked to several people here at this conference that
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1 are interested in starting their axillaries.  Please
2 reach out to us.  That's why we are here.  You know,
3 we go home and still feel the same thing you are all
4 feeling.  We don't go about our days without feeling
5 the pressure that you are feeling, the things that
6 you see on the street, the things that you witness.
7 That affects us also so please know that's why we are
8 here.
9             With that said, I would like to do our

10 first award which is the M. Michele Letz Member of
11 the Year Award.  This member is a three generation
12 member of the Auxiliary, currently serves as Vice
13 President, designed a new fundraiser to support all
14 Auxiliary and FOP, integral in planning the family
15 Christmas party at the lodge and other family events.
16 She attends all regular meetings and events.  She
17 contributes to the meals provided to the FOP on a
18 quarterly basis.
19             We would like to award the M. Michele
20 Letz Member of the Year Award to Jessica Marcheski
21 from Dayton Auxiliary No. 11.
22             (Applause.)
23             PRESIDENT MOHR:  Ask our President to
24 accept the award on her behalf.  And he's not
25 Jessica.
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1             Our next is the Angela Tierney Auxiliary
2 of the Year Award.  This Auxiliary gets its
3 members and FOP members monthly to do a newsletter
4 that goes out at the Lodge.  They cook and serve
5 meals at the FOP meeting four times a year.  They
6 host a family FOP kids' Christmas party each year
7 with Santa.  There are presents provided to the
8 children along with craft pictures with Santa and
9 photo booth and DJ.  They participate in local and

10 national police memorial services.  They have adopted
11 a R.E.A.C.H. program for the National Auxiliary which
12 provides items to a family in need at the hospital
13 when an officer is hurt in the line of duty.
14             It is my honor to present the Angela
15 Tierney Auxiliary Award to Dayton #11.
16             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Dayton Auxiliary
17 11 couldn't do this without the participation of
18 Dayton 44.  Thank you, guys.  We appreciate it.
19             PAST PRESIDENT SIEHL:  Good morning.
20 Cherie Siehl, Past President, and I have the honor to
21 award the Kathryn I. Adams Officer of the Year Award.
22 This officer -- every year the criteria for this
23 award is to honor someone who goes above and beyond
24 their duties of officer of our State -- State
25 Auxiliary.  The officer that was chosen this year had
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1 nominations submitted, and she has gone above and

2 beyond by helping out other officers within their

3 duties by helping subordinate Auxiliaries meet

4 criteria in order to keep them active and going.

5             She has traveled on her own dime down to

6 subordinate Auxiliary meetings in order to help them

7 with the Constitution and Bylaws.  She has gone to

8 activities that were not for her lodge.  She has gone

9 and represented the State at numerous FOP meetings,

10 and Board meetings and State -- to all State Board

11 meetings and State activities.

12             She has also donated her time and effort

13 into fundraisers and helped come up with a fundraiser

14 on the state level and local level.  So this year the

15 Award Committee has chosen Peggy Mohr, our Ohio State

16 President, as Officer of the Year.

17             (Applause.)

18             PRESIDENT MOHR:  Thank you.  I always say

19 there is no I in team, and you cannot do this job

20 alone.  I couldn't do it without the Board I have or

21 the support of all of the FOPs.  Getting to know each

22 and every one of you has been an honor so thank you

23 very much.

24             (Applause.)

25             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Congratulations,
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1 Peggy, and all the award winners.  Very, very well

2 deserved.

3                         - - -

4    FOP OF OHIO LODGE & MEMBER OF THE YEAR AMY PUGH

5             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I would next like to

6 call up Amy Pugh, Chairman -- Chairperson of the Ohio

7 FOP Awards Committee and President of Port Clinton,

8 Port Clinton Lodge.  Amy.

9             CHAIRPERSON PUGH:  Hello.  Good morning.

10 Okay.  So I would first like to present this year's

11 Member of the Year.  The 17-year commitment to the

12 FOP, this member has excelled in supporting lodge

13 activity, advocates for critical law enforcement

14 legislation, notably addressing the opioid epidemic

15 with a compelling speech at the Statehouse.

16             He has been Past Vice President at his

17 local lodge the last four years stepping up multiple

18 times to ensure smooth operation.  He has both a

19 strong partnership with the mental health community

20 and the Dayton Police and also Wright State

21 University helping to shape future law enforcement

22 leaders.

23             His dedication and community engagement

24 makes him a deserving candidate for this award.  I

25 would like to congratulate this year's FOP Member of
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1 the Year, Jon Sopczak of Dayton Lodge 44.
2             BROTHER SOPCZAK:  I just want to thank
3 everybody, thank my local lodge and all the members
4 here.  It's been an honor to serve the FOP members in
5 the state so thanks again.
6             CHAIRPERSON PUGH:  Okay.  Next, we will
7 present Lodge of the Year.  This lodge has been a
8 strong advocate for their members in law enforcement
9 integrity.  They stand against progressive policies

10 that threaten officer safety, ensuring that the
11 disciplinary authority remains with those in the
12 profession.
13             This lodge is dedicated to community
14 service supporting organizations like Camp Quality
15 and the Special Olympics Torch Run, Soapbox Derby,
16 and Shop with a Cop.  They also held events like the
17 annual kids' Christmas party.
18             They award 12 scholarships annually to
19 students for higher education that empower the next
20 generation.  They also partnership with Fallen
21 Fathers Foundation that sponsors youth mentorship
22 guiding young individuals for a positive future.
23             This Lodge exemplifies leadership,
24 service, and commitment.  I would like to
25 congratulate Akron Lodge 7 for receiving this year's
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1 FOP Lodge of the Year.
2             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.  This
3 is an honor.  Obviously every lodge here in the state
4 does a great job so this is not a solo effort.  Paul
5 Mordell is back there.  If you would stand up.  This
6 is part -- all the hard work they've done and helped
7 out throughout the year with different things that we
8 do in the community and to support our Brothers and
9 Sisters.  So again, thank you for this.  We

10 appreciate it.
11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I told you I would
12 screw up the PowerPoint, and I did right at the
13 beginning.
14                         - - -
15                 ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS
16             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Call Secretary
17 Parker for the roll call of officers.
18             SECRETARY PARKER:  President Jay
19 McDonald.
20             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Here.
21             SECRETARY PARKER:  Vice President TJ
22 Assion.
23             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  Here.
24             SECRETARY PARKER:  Secretary Parker.
25 Here.
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1             Treasurer Toyeas.

2             TREASURER TOYEAS:  Here.

3             SECRETARY PARKER:  2nd Vice President

4 Bill Saringer.

5             2ND VICE PRESIDENT SARINGER:  Here.

6             SECRETARY PARKER:  Sergeant at Arms Shari

7 Robertson.

8             SERGEANT AT ARMS ROBERTSON:  Here.

9             SECRETARY PARKER:  Past President Gary

10 Wolske.

11             IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT WOLSKE:  Here.

12             SECRETARY PARKER:  First District Trustee

13 Brian Armstead.

14             TRUSTEE ARMSTEAD:  Here.

15             SECRETARY PARKER:  Second District

16 Trustee Dave Kurzinsky.

17             TRUSTEE KURZINSKY:  Here.

18             SECRETARY PARKER:  Third District Trustee

19 Tracey Susana.

20             TRUSTEE SUSANA:  Here.

21             SECRETARY PARKER:  Fourth District

22 Trustee Tom Porter.

23             TRUSTEE PORTER:  Here.

24             SECRETARY PARKER:  Fifth District Trustee

25 Jeff Spires.
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1             TRUSTEE SPIRES:  Here.

2             SECRETARY PARKER:  Sixth District Trustee

3 Mike Watkins.

4             TRUSTEE WATKINS:  Here.

5             SECRETARY PARKER:  Seventh District

6 Trustee Damian Glaser.

7             TRUSTEE GLASER:  Here.

8             SECRETARY PARKER:  Eighth District

9 Trustee Steve Fioritto.

10             TRUSTEE FIORITTO:  Here.

11             SECRETARY PARKER:  Ninth District Trustee

12 Jon Halusek.

13             TRUSTEE HALUSEK:  Here.

14             SECRETARY PARKER:  Tenth District Trustee

15 Aaron Bramel.

16             TRUSTEE BRAMEL:  Here.

17             SECRETARY PARKER:  Eleventh District

18 Trustee Kevin Davis.

19             TRUSTEE DAVIS:  Here.

20                         - - -

21     MOTION TO ALLOW GUESTS TO REMAIN ON THE FLOOR

22             SECRETARY PARKER:  Mr. President, I make

23 a motion we allow guests to remain on the floor.

24             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion made by

25 Parker.  Seconded by Porter.  Under discussion.
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1             Seeing and hearing none, all those in
2 favor of the motion, signify by saying aye.  Opposed
3 say nay.
4             (Vote taken; motion passed.)
5             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  The Auxiliary and
6 Associates, you are welcome to stay.  If you would
7 like to go do your own business, feel free to do so
8 now.
9                         - - -

10                   MEMORIAL SERVICES
11             SECRETARY PARKER:  Brothers and Sisters,
12 we have some additions to our memorial services from
13 earlier.  From Forest Rose Lodge No. 50, Norman
14 "Butch" Ream, David Pepper, Donald J. Regan.  Thank
15 you.
16                         - - -
17                  VETERAN RECOGNITION
18             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Per our tradition we
19 are now at the point in our agenda where we honor
20 those who served us in our nation's military.  If you
21 are a vet -- a veteran in the United States Armed
22 Forces, please stand to be recognized by your peers.
23             (Applause.)
24                         - - -
25
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1         ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

2             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Now call on

3 Secretary Parker to read the Conference committee

4 appointments.

5             SECRETARY PARKER:  Thank you,

6 Mr. President.  I would note the Chair of one of the

7 committees, if you could come on up and pick up a

8 roll -- a roll of your members.

9             Credentials Committee, Tim Roop, Chair,

10 Lodge 37; Dane Noe, Lodge 185; Betsy Thayer, Lodge

11 17; Karen Cydrus from Lodge 59; Bob Stutes, Lodge 5;

12 Ben Wolodkiewicz.  I'm sorry.  I apologize.

13             BROTHER WOLODKIEWICZ:  That was close.

14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Ben from Dayton.

15             SECRETARY PARKER:  Thank you.  Darrell

16 Ball, Lodge 21; Shannon Hennie, Lodge 69; Stacy

17 Griffith, Lodge 9; Mike Haley, Lodge 9; and Mike

18 Severance, Lodge 9.

19             The Elections Committee will be Chair Tim

20 Gallagher, Lodge 116; Nick McCullough, Lodge 17; Tim

21 Krafthefer from Lodge 59; Jeff Benge from Lodge 38;

22 Dan Mitchell from Lodge 69; Steve Laird, Lodge 140;

23 Ron Davis, Lodge 9.

24             The Grievance Committee Chair will be Ray

25 Sorace from Lodge 67; Brian Lucey from Lodge 7; Jamie



89th FOP Conference Volume I

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

7 (Pages 25 to 28)

Page 25

1 DeSalle from Lodge 17; Larry Kilbarger, Lodge 50,
2 Mike Galbraith, Lodge 44; Al Mefferd from Lodge 21;
3 Vini Ventura from Lodge 69; and Bill Halusek from
4 Lodge 69.
5             Our Guards chaired by Mike Severance from
6 Lodge 9 and David Beck, Lodge 7; Doug Sander, Lodge
7 7; Justin Brumbaugh, Lodge 7; Caleb Rector, Lodge 24;
8 Eric Constante from Lodge 17; Jamie Bartus, Lodge 17;
9 Ron Susana, Lodge 17; Jim Nicholson, Lodge 32; Mark

10 Emde, Lodge 127; Eric McKee, Lodge 127; Pam
11 Wells-Exline, Lodge 5; Corey Nunn, Lodge 38; Bruce
12 Osborn, Lodge 44; John Elchert, Lodge 21; Jeff
13 Jacomet, Lodge 21; Terry Harrison, Lodge 40; Pat
14 Petranek, Lodge 8; Eric Newton, Lodge 8; John Ball,
15 Lodge 8; Mike Schroeder, Lodge 8; Terry Pierano,
16 Lodge 69; Ben Williamson, Lodge 69; Eric Ruiz, Lodge
17 69; Lisa Barnett, Lodge 140; Kyle Erdeljac, Lodge 9;
18 and Nate Bruggeman, Lodge 9.
19             And the Resolutions Committee will be
20 chaired by Jim Fitsko, Lodge 24; and we have Marvin
21 Murphy, Lodge 7; Bruce Szilagyl, Lodge 79; Mike
22 Tussey, Lodge 50; Rick DePuccio, Lodge 112; Brandon
23 Burch, Lodge 777; Cody Rostofer, Lodge 9.
24             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  If you are a Chair
25 of those committees, please get with Vice President
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1 Assion for instruction by close of business.  Do
2 remember -- to help our Guard Committee, please make
3 sure you are only using the doors in the back of the
4 room, not the doors on the sides.
5             And so if you heard your name for the
6 Guards Committee and you did not meet this morning
7 because no one told you you were on the Guards
8 Committee, please go out and find Mike Severance from
9 Lodge 9, the Chair.  He will get you your schedule

10 and when you can help.  All right?
11                         - - -
12              CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT
13             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  The next thing is
14 the initial Credentials Report from Chairman Tim
15 Roop.
16             CHAIRMAN ROOP:  Good morning, Brothers
17 and Sisters.  Just as a reminder, what makes you a
18 Delegate or an Alternate is actually filing your
19 Credential Form with my Committee.  If you have the
20 blue or the red copy or white or yellow, if you have
21 that, you screwed up.
22             As of 10:30 a.m., there are 225 Delegates
23 and 21 Alternates registered.  Reminder, registration
24 is open until the end of business today.  It will
25 reopen tomorrow morning at 8:00 a.m. and close at
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1 9:30 again.  Any changes with Delegates and

2 Alternates will need to be completed by that time.

3             Mr. President, I make a motion to seat

4 the registered Delegates.

5             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion made by

6 Brother Roop.  Is there a second?  Chet DeLong.

7 Under discussion.

8             Seeing and hearing none, all those in

9 favor of the motion, signify by saying aye.  Opposed

10 say nay.  Motion passes.

11             (Vote taken; motion passed.)

12                         - - -

13                        VENDORS

14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  We are now going to

15 give you the opportunity to hear from some of the

16 sponsors who made this event happen.  But they are

17 not -- I thought they were going to be in.  So we are

18 going to start with our friends from Starkey.

19 Starkey, if you would like to come on up.  And thank

20 you for being here and telling Delegates what your

21 company offers.

22             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Good morning.  So

23 I am with Starkey Hearing Technologies.  We do -- we

24 are one of the five larger hearing manufacturers in

25 the world.  Out of those five manufacturers, we are
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1 the only U.S. owned and operated.
2             But I am not here to preach to you
3 hearing aids.  I am here to help you out with
4 protecting your hearing before you get to that point.
5 We actually offer hearing protection as well.  I have
6 got a stand down here in the hallway.  Feel free to
7 come by and stop and talk to me.
8             The biggest thing we do is custom active
9 hearing protection, so it's going to allow you to

10 always be wearing hearing protection.  At the same
11 time you are able to hear your surroundings, have
12 your situational awareness, and everything like that.
13             Big thing we have done in the state here
14 of Ohio is we have worked with your state legislators
15 to budget money for hearing protection for all law
16 enforcement in the state, so some of you might
17 actually already have our product.  Last year there
18 was $1.5 million that was budgeted and set aside for
19 you to request the product for your department.  We
20 worked with them again.  It was such a successful
21 program we have now doubled that budget that was put
22 through the state and that will be active and all of
23 your heads of departments will be receiving e-mails.
24             We are pushing -- it's going to be June
25 of next year.  It's just the way the budget season
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1 works, but we are pushing to try to get them to move
2 that up sooner.  We requested just because it's such
3 a successful program.  Last year there was a lot of
4 departments that did request, but we were unable to
5 fulfill because the money had already been spent so
6 keep your eyes open on that.
7             Protect your hearing.  Thank you, all,
8 for your service.  Appreciate everything you do every
9 day and happy to be a sponsor for everybody.  Thank

10 you.
11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Next, I would like
12 to call up, no stranger to the Ohio FOP and the
13 National FOP, Steve Gervasio to tell us about NDS.
14             MR. GERVASIO:  Thank you, Jay, and thank
15 you, Executive Board, and all the members.  My name
16 is Steve Gervasio, Executive Director of the National
17 FOP Health and Welfare Trust.
18             I am going to talk about NDS because they
19 are one of our vendors that do on-site advanced
20 comprehensive physicals, and the trust will be
21 providing a unique service to our members.  A lot of
22 folks when you are looking at annual physicals, it's
23 almost the same as -- same physicals as school
24 teachers, bus drivers, and sanitation workers.  FOP
25 members need a much different annual physical.
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1             So the NDS is quick on-site,
2 comprehensive, advanced annual physicals designed for
3 FOP members.  What they are doing for us today is
4 they are giving free screenings for cardiovascular
5 disease and cancer.
6             Just some statistics, we just partnered
7 up with the American Heart Association.  The average
8 civilian dies or has an event of cardiovascular
9 disease at the age of 78.  The average police officer

10 has it at 46.  Okay?
11             We have also partnered up with the top
12 cardiologist in the country, Dr. Quan.  He feels that
13 every police officer at the age of 45 should have a
14 low-dose CT calcium scan done.  It's $120, very
15 inexpensive, but looks at the five arteries of our
16 heart.  So what we are trying to really promote, and
17 this is why we are going in different states and
18 doing free screening, is to get our men and women
19 educated how important it is to do advanced on-site
20 annual physicals.
21             Okay.  The reason why on site we want to
22 make sure you get -- you are working when it's done.
23 You are getting paid to have it done, and it's not
24 cumulative.  That's important.  So if you do it, it's
25 an annual physical.  It's under HIPAA and they can't
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1 use any of the information against you.
2             So if you take advantage of this
3 screening, that's great.  I will be reaching out
4 to -- just to ask you how your experience is, but we
5 want to start really pushing this because this should
6 be a benefit that we should be collective bargaining
7 for.
8             And then on the Health Trust side, okay,
9 we now have a new Health Trust that you guys own.

10 It's been created by the FOP, designed by FOP,
11 managed by FOP.  Anybody who doesn't know if their
12 insurance is the best insurance should use us to do a
13 comprehensive review of your insurance.  It doesn't
14 cost you anything.  We have our own actuary and our
15 own consultants.  So anybody here in the room want to
16 see if you have good insurance, good affordable
17 insurance, come by our booth.  I will give you my
18 card, give you an e-mail, and I will give the
19 information how to do it.
20             Thank you, all.  I appreciate it.  Have a
21 good day.
22             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Steve, come on up.
23 Next, we will hear from Steve Kim about Magna.
24 Please thank him for support of this conference and
25 the FOP.  Thank you very much for being here, Steve.
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1             MR. KIM:  Thanks for having me here,
2 guys.  I talked about weird things last year,
3 something about Cincinnati, but this year I am going
4 to talk about really positive things.
5             So Jay and Rob reached out, hey, we have
6 people coming, so I really wanted to show you guys my
7 support in a unique way, so hopefully you guys like
8 the whole backdrops and the FOP star that lights up.
9 That's -- this was my way of saying thank you.

10             So I -- I don't have Netflix at home, but
11 thanks to my wife, we use my mother-in-law's account.
12 It was a couple months ago.  We were watching this
13 Animal Planet kind of thing and a baby elephant
14 was -- it was like a -- one of those -- anyway it was
15 stuck, and it was crying for help.  And a different
16 herd of elephants came and rescued this baby
17 elephant.  And after the baby elephant got out, they
18 kind of went their separate ways.
19             And the reason why I am kind of telling
20 you this story is human beings, we really choose to
21 help people, but we actually have a choice.  But I
22 think when it comes to law enforcement, you guys
23 choose -- sorry, you guys don't choose to help.  You
24 just help.  So I really appreciate that majorly and
25 this is -- so whatever I can do to show my support
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1 towards law enforcement, whether it's this or the
2 rolled out facial recognition protection which is for
3 people.
4             So I don't think -- I don't think I would
5 have been able to do it with -- without your guys'
6 help.  So, yeah, thank you so much.  Thank you.
7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I appreciate Steve
8 being able to talk to us a little bit out of order
9 today.

10                         - - -
11              ADOPTION OF CONFERENCE RULES
12             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Next I am going to
13 call Secretary Parker to read us the conference
14 rules.
15             SECRETARY PARKER:  Thank you,
16 Mr. President.  And these are in the book and you
17 got -- if you want to follow along or look them up
18 yourself, use the QR codes on your tables to pull
19 those up.
20             But the proposed rules for our Annual
21 Conference 2025 Rule 1, Section (a), The Credentials
22 Committee, as the first order of business, shall
23 report the number of delegates and alternates
24 registered as present with proper credentials and
25 shall make a supplementary report after the opening
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1 exercises at the beginning of each day that business
2 continues.  No other business may be conducted until
3 the Credentials Committee report is adopted by the
4 body.
5             Section (b), A member registered as an
6 alternate may be transferred from alternate to
7 delegate at any time during the business meeting on
8 Monday, July 14.
9             Section (c), A member registered as an

10 alternate may be transferred from alternate to
11 delegate by 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, July 15, for
12 purposes of conducting business on Tuesday, July 15.
13             Rule No. 2, The standing rules of the
14 conference shall be considered as the second order of
15 business.
16             Rule 3, For admission to the conference
17 room where the business of the FOP of Ohio, Inc., is
18 being conducted, delegates, alternates, and guests
19 shall be required to wear badges issued by the
20 Credentials Committee upon registration.
21             Rule 4, A resolution offered by an
22 individual delegate shall be in writing, signed by
23 the maker and the seconder, each of whom shall be
24 voting members of the conference and shall be sent
25 directly to the Chairman of the Resolutions
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1 Committee.

2             Rule 5, A delegate must obtain the floor

3 and be recognized by the presiding officer before

4 beginning to speak.

5             Rule 6, A delegate can speak twice to a

6 motion on the same day, but he or she can take the

7 second turn only after everyone who wishes to speak

8 the first time has spoken.  If debate on the motion

9 is continued at the next meeting, which is held on

10 another day, the delegate's right to debate is

11 renewed.

12             Rule 7, Speakers must address all remarks

13 to the Chair; crosstalk between delegates is not

14 allowed.

15             Rule 8, Speakers must be courteous and

16 never attack other delegates or question the motives

17 of the delegates.  In controversial issues, the

18 discussion is focused on ideas, not personalities.

19             And with that, Mr. President, I make a

20 motion that we accept the rules for the conference.

21             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  There is a motion on

22 the floor by Secretary Parker.  Do I hear a second?

23             Properly seconded.  All in favor signify

24 by saying aye.  Opposed nay.  Motion carries.

25             (Vote taken; motion passed.)
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1                 ROLL CALL OF DELEGATES

2             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  We have a motion to

3 defer the roll call of delegates, or we could read

4 them all.  Your choice.  Motion by the Members.

5 Seconded by Watkins.  Under discussion.

6             Seeing and hearing none, all those in

7 favor of the motion, signify by saying aye.  Opposed

8 say nay.  All right.  A couple nays.

9             (Vote taken; motion passed.)

10             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  All right.  We are

11 going to draw some door prizes and then get into the

12 business.  So if I draw your number, make noise and

13 our Cincinnati folks will run out prizes to you.  We

14 are going to do about four or five.  It's the red

15 ticket you got when you registered.

16             (Raffle tickets.)

17                         - - -

18               INTRODUCTION OF HEAD TABLE

19             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  All right.  Thanks

20 for that.  I appreciate it.  I would like to make

21 sure that all of you know who is sitting up here in

22 front of you and has worked hard for you over the

23 last year since we have last met.

24             To my left is Vice President TJ Assion,

25 National Trustee Toyeas, 2nd Vice President Bill
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1 Saringer, Chief Counsel Gwen Callender, Assistant

2 Chief Counsel Jessica Franken.

3             On my right is Secretary Travis Parker,

4 Sergeant at Arms Shari Robertson, Immediate Past

5 President Gary Wolske, and our court stenographer is

6 Karen Gibson.

7                         - - -

8        INTRODUCTION OF NATIONAL OFFICERS/GUESTS

9             I would also like to introduce our guests

10 from the National Fraternal Order of Police and from

11 State FOP leadership from around the country.

12 National President Patrick Yoes.  Thank you.

13             (Applause.)

14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  National Secretary

15 Jimmy Holderfield.

16             (Applause.)

17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  National Second Vice

18 President John Hoyt.

19             (Applause.)

20             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  National Sergeant at

21 Arms Steve James.

22             (Applause.)

23             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  National Treasurer

24 James Smallwood was here yesterday but had to attend

25 a training, the law enforcement training session,

Page 38

1 couldn't be here but was here yesterday to be with

2 our Delegates.

3             North Carolina FOP President Chet Effler.

4             (Applause.)

5             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  North Carolina FOP

6 Treasurer Kelli Jones.

7             (Applause.)

8             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  The President from

9 the state up north, Mike Sauger.

10             (Applause.)

11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  He's a Michigan

12 State guy, not a Michigan guy, but we still like him.

13 We still like him.

14                         - - -

15        READING OF ROUGH MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

16             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Secretary Parker for

17 a motion.

18             SECRETARY PARKER:  Mr. President, I make

19 a motion to defer the reading of the minutes from the

20 last conference, approve them as transcribed and

21 posted on our website.

22             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion made by

23 Secretary Parker.  Seconded by Trustee Davis to

24 accept the minutes as they were posted on our website

25 for all of our members.  Discussion.
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1             Seeing and hearing none, all of those in
2 favor, signify by saying aye.  Opposed say nay.
3 Motion passes.
4             (Vote taken; motion passes.)
5                         - - -
6            NATIONAL PRESIDENT PATRICK YOES
7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I would like to next
8 call up our National Officers starting with National
9 President Yoes to address the Delegates.  And on

10 behalf of the state of Ohio, we would like to thank
11 all of them for being here and all of their hard work
12 on our behalf.
13             I would especially like to thank
14 President Yoes for his work on passing the Social
15 Security Fairness Act.  I am sure he will tell you
16 about it.
17             (Applause.)
18             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Calls, e-mails, text
19 messages we got after the passage of -- after the
20 passage of the Social Security Fairness Act, from
21 retirees telling their story how greatly improved the
22 quality of their life -- of their lives and the lives
23 of their families cannot be overstated, and I want to
24 make sure all of us pass along our gratitude for your
25 hard work.
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1             (Applause.)
2             PRESIDENT YOES:  Good morning.  President
3 McDonald, our National Trustee/your National Trustee
4 Toyeas, State Board, all of you, thank you for the
5 great opportunity to spend some time with you.
6             I also want to thank Capital City Lodge
7 Brother Kober and his crew for the great hospitality
8 extended to us as well.
9             Start off with kind of a funny story.  A

10 few months back found out the date of this event.  I
11 told my wife, I said you know what I want to do for
12 our anniversary?  I am going to take you to
13 Sharonville.  Happy anniversary.  I know all of
14 leadership roles can appreciate what I just did.  And
15 she's a trooper.  So thank you.  We'll celebrate our
16 anniversary another day.
17             Mostly this is on behalf of the Executive
18 Board, I want to thank all of you now five -- four --
19 five.  James had to leave for training, he could not
20 reschedule, but five of the seven Board Members are
21 here.  The other two could not come.  They are still
22 active officers, and it's very difficult to manage
23 their time.  But on behalf of our Executive Board, I
24 want to thank all of you.
25             So the main reason why I wanted to be
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1 here was to thank all of you.  I want to talk in
2 depth about some successes we had and challenges.  We
3 had really two things I want to talk about from a
4 legislative standpoint.  But it starts with I want to
5 thank you for what you do every single day.  And if
6 you look back in the past five years, if I told you
7 five years ago you would still have qualified
8 immunity, still have 2.2 language, would still have a
9 reasonable -- probable cause versus reasonable

10 suspicion, you still have the employment rights you
11 have today, five years ago you would probably be
12 scratching your head saying I am not sure we can
13 manage this.  Yet we did.  We did because we stayed
14 united, showed up for work every single day doing the
15 job we were hired to do because it's not in our DNA
16 to let bad things in our community happen even in our
17 darkest days.  And what it allowed us to do was work
18 through all these issues, to kill bad legislation,
19 and all of those things I just cited to you we still
20 have today.
21             Even in our darkest days, we managed
22 because we stayed focused on what we were doing and
23 that is protecting our communities and us protecting
24 those who were preyed on.  So thank you for what you
25 do.
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1             But also I want to thank you, and it's
2 why it's very important, I do want to talk about the
3 Social Security Fairness Act.  Let me tell you, 40
4 years, if this scheme was run by any pension fund or
5 money manager, they wouldn't -- they would be charged
6 with embezzlement.  It is written in a statute by
7 Congress.  Years later they decided, in 1983 decided
8 they weren't going to do that same scheme.  They were
9 just going to call it a windfall elimination and

10 pension offset.  And it's unfair to some of the
11 hardest working Americans in this country, public
12 employees who had to pay because they wanted to
13 balance the Social Security system on the backs of
14 people who paid into a system and would seek --
15 earned a benefit like every other American had an
16 unfair formula attached to it.  For 40 years you have
17 been fighting this bill and more than 20, 21 years,
18 it set as our top priority.
19             Let me tell you we basically moved it
20 over the years.  Anybody in a leadership role will
21 tell you we had some good numbers.  You know why we
22 had good numbers and people saying they would support
23 this bill in the House?  Because they had assurances
24 it would never be called for a vote.
25             About six years ago, seven years ago, we
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1 tried a completely different track and that was to

2 use a rule that was adopted in the House of reaching

3 290 cosponsors of the bill.  If you reach that, then

4 that 290 cosponsors would trigger the ability to

5 bring it to the floor.  Not this Congress, the

6 Congress before we triggered that number.  We got to

7 305 cosponsors.

8             And the day before we were supposed to

9 have our vote, they killed it.  The committee came

10 in, brought it in, called it -- called it for a vote

11 before it was -- called it for a hearing before it

12 was supposed to go to a vote on the floor, and

13 reported it favorably, took it off the calendar, and

14 Congress, that Congress ended.  No action was taken.

15             We took that same step under the new

16 Congress, yet we reached that number in eight months.

17 It took us 20 months to do it before.  We did it in

18 eight months, but we took a completely different

19 approach and that approach is what our success was.

20             Brothers and Sisters, I have to tell you

21 I have never been involved in anything on -- in the

22 FOP where I saw how our members stepped up and made

23 such a profound difference in a piece of legislation.

24 You talk about a proud FOP moment, a proud FOP moment

25 in that we were united on an unjust attack on public
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1 employees, having us pay for something on the backs
2 of public employees no other class of Americans had
3 to pay.
4             And we let our Congressmen know.  Started
5 in the House because all -- all bills have to come
6 through the House.  Started in the House.  We let
7 them know we were watching exactly what they were
8 doing.  We were able to get past the House.
9             Now I want to tell you the other part of

10 this story.  Back in March of that same year, myself
11 and the President of the International Association of
12 Firefighters met with Leader Schumer.  If anything is
13 going to go through the Senate, it has to go through
14 the Leader.  He decides what goes to the floor.  We
15 met with him early on in March anticipating this bill
16 was going to move forward.  And this is the important
17 part of the story because I want to tell you -- I
18 want to tell you my perspective how this bill passed,
19 and then I want to tell you the FOP factor, something
20 we should all be proud of.
21             We had this meeting with him.  He agreed
22 he was going to move this bill.  He made a pledge to
23 us.  He moved the bill.  But the way he was going to
24 move it was not going to be beneficial to us, but at
25 least he agreed that he was going to move the bill.
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1             Once we passed it through the House, went
2 back and met with him.  And it's -- this is where the
3 story really gets interesting.  When we met with him,
4 myself and Jim Pasco, our Executive Director, and we
5 had a good conversation.  He said -- he pledged to
6 move this bill forward, but he -- again he was
7 talking about attaching it to another bill.  Then he
8 said we're never going to really -- it made a hard
9 bill even harder, a little concerned with it.

10             But he made a comment unknowingly.  He
11 made a comment.  He said, you know, you guys
12 supported Donald Trump.  You need to ask him to go
13 support this bill because if he supports it, it will
14 pass.
15             Now I am going to come back to that.
16 Brothers and Sisters, we passed this -- we passed
17 this thing through the Senate, easily through the
18 Senate.  But let me tell you the story.  I had the
19 honor, profound honor, to stand with about 200 people
20 in the White House when the President, President
21 Biden, signed this bill.
22             And I looked out in this room and let me
23 tell you what my takeaway was.  There was no question
24 the room was full of leaders of organizations across
25 this country representing public employees; and, you
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1 know, success is a thousand volumes.  Every single
2 one of them played a part in us getting that bill to
3 where it needed to be.
4             Let me tell you what my other takeaway
5 was.  There was not a single person in that room that
6 would have been there if it had not been for the
7 Fraternal Order of Police, and I want to explain that
8 to you.  I can tell you without a doubt that I was
9 talking to Senators, and because of the work that we

10 were doing and largely, largely from here in Ohio,
11 thank you, I was having Senators tell me we get it.
12 We understand.  2,000 phone calls, e-mails a day.  I
13 understand.  Tell your members I got them.
14             Let me tell you these things don't just
15 happen.  You know what the problem in Washington is?
16 Quick things happen -- bad things happen quickly.
17 Things that need to be fixed, things that are, you
18 know, meaningful, they don't happen overnight.
19 Monumental change doesn't happen overnight.  What we
20 did, we let members know -- members of the Senate
21 know that we were watching every step they had.  We
22 did it in a way that they were very uncomfortable.  I
23 know because I had conversations with them.  You all
24 did that.  You all did that by turning up the heat
25 both in the House and in the Senate.  And it made the
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1 difference.
2             Now let me tell you how the FOP factors
3 into this.  After that meeting with Leader Schumer,
4 who -- who honestly this bill would not have passed,
5 it would have never seen the light of day had he not
6 moved it forward, let me tell you the true story
7 behind it.  This is where I tell you that the
8 Fraternal Order of Police, all of those successes and
9 a thousand qualities in every other organization that

10 patted itself on the back as part of it, let me tell
11 you who passed the bill.  It was each and every one
12 of you.
13             With those words I'm convinced that what
14 Leader Schumer was thinking, I'm going to move this
15 bill.  We know it's not going to pass because there
16 are a number of Republicans that were determined to
17 kill it.  And you know what?  The odds are against it
18 because of the rules in the Senate for that to
19 happen.
20             So he was playing a safe bet.  What he
21 did not realize, Bob Paduchik, your friend Bob,
22 talking with him, we had started early on discussing
23 with President Trump about the need to fix this bill.
24 And when he made that offer or that comment about
25 this bill will pass if President Trump is part of it,
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1 myself and Jim Pasco flew up to Mar-a-Lago.  We
2 waited until like 7, almost 8 o'clock at night
3 waiting for the President's -- Former President's
4 opening speech.  We were the last persons that spoke
5 to him.  He agreed to meet with us.
6             And laid it out for him and let me tell
7 you what.  He said you guys have been supportive of
8 me, and I am going to be supportive of you.  I know
9 how hard you have all worked to pass this bill.  It's

10 time to get it fixed.  I am going to -- I am going to
11 make phone calls.  We are going to get this bill
12 passed this Congress.  That was the game changer.
13 Then he said something else, all of you would
14 probably find this amusing, how much is this going to
15 cost?
16             I said, Mr. President, what it is is the
17 Congressional accounting office says this -- this is
18 going to cost about 1. -- well, $190 billion over the
19 next 10 years.  But, Mr. President, I need to tell
20 you that they are just admitting they plan on
21 stealing $190 billion away from hard-working
22 Americans over the next 10 years because that's how
23 much money we should be receiving anyway.
24             His comment was classic.  He said ooh.
25 Elon is not going to be happy.  Let me tell you --
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1 let me tell, put yourself back at that time.  We know
2 that their relationship was fractured, but I want to
3 think about it at that time.  At that time what they
4 did is told Elon this is something he wanted to do,
5 so Elon kind of backed off.  Otherwise, those five or
6 six Republicans who wanted to kill this bill would
7 have done so.  They would have been able to do so.
8             Now, this is where the other part comes.
9 So I talked to Schumer again, and I don't mean any

10 disrespect to him at all.  Look, I am appreciative.
11 I am appreciative to everybody who made this bill
12 happen.  The only way this bill could ever pass is if
13 it became a bipartisan bill.  We did that.  Think
14 about that.  The Leader of the Senate was a cosponsor
15 of this bill.  The President, Vice President Elect
16 was a sponsor of this bill.  Leader of the House was
17 a sponsor of this bill.  The Minority Leader of the
18 House was a sponsor of this bill.  The outgoing
19 President was supportive of this bill and incoming
20 President was supportive of this bill.  You show me a
21 more bipartisan bill.  That's the only way to get it
22 passed.
23             So meeting with Schumer, I asked -- Jimmy
24 Holderfield was right next to me, he got really upset
25 when I asked him, I asked him a minute later if I
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1 could speak to him for a minute.  We really need this
2 bill.  We need to move it along.  Don't attach it to
3 anything else.  And we need to start it before the
4 continuing resolution to keep the government open.
5             And let me tell you he was not happy.  He
6 had some choice words.  To his credit the next
7 morning he called back, and he said, you know, you
8 are right.  I am going to move this.  We are going to
9 move it to next Wednesday.  And that's when the

10 process started.
11             Now, how did the FOP make this happen?
12 It's because we played one against the other, or we
13 did actually what we were asked to do, call it
14 however you want, but at the end of the day what we
15 did, we had the Leader of the Senate having this bill
16 move forward at a time before the continued
17 resolution to keep the government open.  And because
18 the House stalled, it gave us time to work through
19 all these issues.  The House couldn't come to an
20 agreement how to keep the government open, and it
21 gave us time to walk through a process.
22             And once the Senate started on our bill
23 and they took that first vote, they could not
24 continue to -- they had to pass it or kill it.  And
25 over the next four days, five days, we worked
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1 making -- changing people.  You could feel the tide
2 turning.  Because of President Trump's involvement,
3 the Republican side started changing and those that
4 were up against it recognized that we were on a
5 deadline.  If we did not vote until that night, they
6 could not keep the government open.  The government
7 was going to shut down, and it was going to stop
8 because a handful of Republican Senators were going
9 to drag out the bill before the continued resolution.

10             And with that we agreed.  We allowed them
11 to make their amendments, even though not all of them
12 had the right to do it because of the rules.  We
13 would not object to them making these amendments.
14 They could say what they wanted to say on the record.
15 They would get to vote on their amendments.  We knew
16 we had the votes, and at the end of the night,
17 probably about 15 minutes after midnight, they passed
18 this bill.
19             Brothers and Sisters, you know how we did
20 that?  Because each and every one of you, and that's
21 why it's still very important for me to come here
22 today and tell you thank you.  Thank you.  This is
23 not just -- I'm just curious.  If you could, I'm not
24 going to ask you to stand up, could you raise your
25 hand if you got money deposited in your account?
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1             This is life changing stuff.  The rest of
2 you, you probably will get it when you retire if your
3 agency did not pay in Social Security.  This is stuff
4 you earned.  This is not a handout.
5             This was an education of people across
6 this country recognizing this just wasn't fair and
7 needed to be fixed and it was fixed and it was fixed
8 because the Fraternal Order of Police did exactly
9 what the Fraternal Order of Police does and that is

10 build bridges, build bridges, works collectively
11 towards a common goal and does a grassroots effort
12 like I have never seen before.
13             My hat is off to each and every one of
14 you.  You are who passed this bill.  In the state of
15 Ohio, Jay was a huge part of that.  Thank you.  No
16 question the bill would not have happened had it not
17 been for leadership of places like Ohio so thank you.
18 That is the true story on how this bill passed.
19             So when everyone pats their back and says
20 I passed this bill or this organization passed the
21 bill, they're right.  But know this, know this, as a
22 proud FOP member, we are the ones that got it over
23 the finish line because of our relationships, what we
24 have done, and the credibility we have as an
25 organization and our ability to be able to work
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1 through complex issues.  So thank you.  My hat is off
2 to each and every one of you.
3             I want to talk about one more bill and --
4 that's ahead of us.  The Senators spoke about it, and
5 it's very important, the Protect and Serve Act.
6 Brothers and Sisters, this is some pretty challenging
7 times for our profession.  I don't need to tell
8 this -- let me just give you the numbers just so
9 you'll have them.  In 2023, there were 378 officers

10 shot in the line of duty.  In 2024, there were 342.
11 So far the first six months of this year though, 161.
12             I am just going to tell you, put it
13 straight out there, if there was coal -- and this is
14 nothing against any other profession.  If there was a
15 coalmine that had a cave in because of occupational
16 safety hazards or concerns about that coalmine,
17 Congress would be having a correctional period right
18 now to make sure that that doesn't happen again.  Yet
19 I can give you over a 12-, 13-year period since they
20 have been reporting this data, that our job and our
21 blood is being spilled every single day.  Every 48
22 hours a person is being shot, less than 48 hours
23 being shot, an officer is being shot in this country.
24             Something needs to be done, and I'm tired
25 of the rhetoric.  People discuss it and blow it off
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1 like it's not that big of a deal, and we are making
2 it a priority on a national level.  This is the first
3 time I have stood up in 20 some odd years where I
4 told you our No. 1 priority is not Social Security.
5 Now our No. 1 priority is to get this bill passed.  I
6 love what you are doing here.  I love what your
7 Senator had to say.  It is time.  Every single time
8 this happens, every single time our officers get
9 hurt, every single time there is an ambush attack in

10 this country, they need to know, they need to know
11 that's going on.
12             You can't hide from it any more.  We've
13 got to put the same energy we did into Social
14 Security in the Serve and Protect Act.
15             Thank you for what you are doing in the
16 state.  Thank you for calling.  We need every state
17 to follow the model that you have here.  And on a
18 national level we are pushing it out so.
19             Brothers and Sisters, I want to wrap up
20 by saying two things, and I will do it really quick.
21 I handed out a little card.  It's at each one of your
22 tables.  I'm asking please take a look at it.  We are
23 doing something a little different.  We are going to
24 change our training.  We've had what, six different
25 training things we did across the country at
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1 different times, and I do know when you go to
2 conference how many come back and feel energized
3 because you've seen all your friends, interacted with
4 leaders across the country.
5             And there is something really strong
6 about that presence.  And we recognize that we miss
7 that because we don't have a National Conference
8 every year, but we also recognize we do a whole lot
9 of training.  And the most cost effective way to do

10 that training and to save time is have it conference
11 style, get together by taking all training and
12 putting it in one location.
13             So we have a new series that is going to
14 start called Pathway to Excellence, dates March 29
15 through April 3, so Leadership Matters, our labor
16 classes, our legal class -- legal classes, our
17 Officer Wellness, Chaplaincy, all week, one location.
18 You are going to pick and choose what blocks you want
19 to go to and run simultaneous, and you should be able
20 to drop into the other if you choose to do so.  Along
21 with the best speakers.  So I ask you to please watch
22 for more information coming out of that.
23             Let me just finish up by just one thing
24 and that is to tell you what an absolute honor it is
25 to serve each and every one of you.  It's an honor to
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1 serve with the Executive Board that I have, seven
2 people with diverse backgrounds with a strong, strong
3 sense of leadership in this organization, and support
4 of the men and women who are brave enough to put on a
5 badge.  Could not be prouder of the guys that serve
6 that are here today.
7             And I want to thank each and every one of
8 you for all that you do and support that you give to
9 us and what we do as an organization.  There is not a

10 single thing we can't accomplish when we are all
11 rowing in the same direction and all have the same
12 common goal.
13             Leave you with one small thing, after we
14 passed the Social Security Fairness Act through the
15 House, people said, man, you should be proud.  You
16 got this further than it's ever been before, like we
17 should be proud we got it through the House and that
18 was as far as it's going to go.  And there were many
19 who felt that we should probably take a victory lap.
20 We had the righteous fight to fix an injustice.  If
21 something is wrong, never back down.
22             There was a Senator who called just, you
23 know, right in the middle of this vote saying I want
24 a favor.  This is -- he's a good friend to us.  Do
25 him a favor.  I want to pull this bill.  I have a
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1 better bill.  I have a better bill that's going to be
2 more cost effective.  They for years have been coming
3 here talking about this bill, members of the Congress
4 and members of the Senate.  And they have always been
5 grip and grin, take a picture, posted on -- posted on
6 social media platforms and said how much you support
7 us.  Our members have a right to know who actually
8 supports us.
9             But then I pointed something out.  Don't

10 tell anybody you have a better bill because your
11 bill, while it has a formula, gives us a little more
12 of our money, doesn't give us all of our money.  It's
13 more punitive.  It's still punitive.  Don't tell
14 anybody that because of the 83 percent -- 83 percent
15 of the people with government pension offset are
16 female.  And of those 83 percent, more than 70
17 percent got zeroed out because of a provision which
18 his bill did not cover and that was the one being
19 pushed and that also was a game changer for us.  They
20 completely ignored that part of it.
21             Bothers and Sisters, the point I'm making
22 is when you have a righteous fight, don't give up.
23 Don't be satisfied with a partial win.  That's what
24 everybody wanted for us.
25             Thank you for what you do.  Thank you for
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1 what you do every single day in your local lodges, in

2 your State Lodge, and thank you for what you do for

3 the National level as well.  When we are all together

4 working together towards a common goal, there is

5 nobody going to stop us.

6             It's an honor to be here.  I appreciate

7 each and every one of you.  I will be here through --

8 actually through Wednesday so if there is anything I

9 can do to help you, anything you need, anything you

10 want to discuss, pull me aside.  Let's talk.  Let's

11 find some solutions because it is an honor to be

12 here.  Thank you.

13             (Applause.)

14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you, President

15 Yoes.

16                         - - -

17          NATIONAL SECRETARY JIMMY HOLDERFIELD

18             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Brother Holderfield,

19 we have an 11:30 time certain for a presentation.

20             NATIONAL SECRETARY HOLDERFIELD:  Hey, I

21 tell ya, I can take a hint.

22             Thank you, Jay.  All right.  I am

23 supposed to start off, Rob, O-H.

24             MEMBERS:  I-O.

25             NATIONAL SECRETARY HOLDERFIELD:  Okay.
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1 How is everyone this morning?  I'm Jimmy Holderfield,

2 your National Secretary.  It's always great to be

3 here in Ohio.  Actually I consider it my second home.

4 I have been here quite a few years.

5             I want to thank President Jay McDonald,

6 Travis Parker.  I tell you you got one of the hardest

7 working State Secretaries.  Travis, we talk sometimes

8 daily on a variety of issues.  I do appreciate it.

9 Greg does an excellent job for us on the National

10 Board.  Believe me, he is not bashful.  So thank you

11 for everything you do, Brother.

12             Ken, President of Queen City Lodge 69,

13 thank you for the wonderful hospitality.  And then

14 Grumpy Jon, where are you at, Grumpy Jon?  He was my

15 chauffeur bringing me into your conference, and he's

16 done a stellar job, don't you agree, him and his

17 team?

18             (Applause.)

19             NATIONAL SECRETARY HOLDERFIELD:  And I

20 would be remiss if I didn't recognize also my dear

21 friend Denise Young for the hard work that she's done

22 over the years.  You have got one of the best office

23 managers in the network, and I will tell you we

24 appreciate everything that she does for us.

25             Also have to mention a couple of other
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1 folks.  My mentor Dewey Stokes, I just talked to
2 Dewey a couple days ago.  I know our dear friend Chet
3 DeLong, we stay in touch with each other keeping me
4 updated.  DiMarco, thank you, Nick, for all the work
5 that you have done over the years with our expo and
6 bringing in those revenues to the National.  We
7 couldn't have done it without you.  We appreciate
8 you, Nick.
9             And, of course, Dan Mitchell, Dan, I will

10 bring up the little thing you mentioned in a little
11 bit.  Gary Wolske, I have to mention him; Mike
12 Taylor, Past National Vice President; and also Cathy
13 Harold, thank you, Cathy, for everything that you do.
14             As Jay pointed out, I have got to be
15 brief here, but I have got to throw some numbers out
16 here to you.  This is a first and I am sharing new
17 empirical data with you this morning.  381,478,
18 that's how many members we are nationally.  Ohio fit
19 into that, as of about 10 minutes ago, Ohio is at
20 23,042 members.  The state of Florida, my home state,
21 certainly thanks you because over the last couple of
22 years, we took you out from being No. 3 and dropped
23 you to No. 4 because everyone left Ohio and came to
24 Florida.  So we -- we picked up your numbers, so we
25 do appreciate that.  I am sending you thanks from
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1 President Dunlap out of Florida.
2             I'm going to hit on only about three
3 things.  If you haven't heard, we have got a National
4 Conference coming up hosted down in Miami Beach.
5 It's going to be a wonderful time.  It's going to be
6 about as hot as it is here in Miami so.  And I have
7 noticed when I flew into the airport, there was a big
8 sign that said University of Miami and then it
9 crossed out Florida and it had another city put in

10 there, so I got a big kick out of that.  I already
11 sent that picture back home.
12             There will be -- if you need information
13 on the conference, please go to fop.net.  There is
14 some limited information there.  It does have the
15 seminar schedule.  It has the bios of the various
16 speakers.  President Yoes is planning on starting
17 each morning at 9:00 a.m.  We will be working on that
18 final agenda next week at the National Office so that
19 it will be coming out.  There will be an app again
20 this year.  It's sponsored by, free of charge to us,
21 from Union Active, so you will have an app that you
22 can download.  We will try and get that out to you
23 before the conference begins so you can keep up with
24 real-time information.
25             We will have at least three
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1 administrators.  If there is any changes to the
2 venues of meeting rooms, speakers, times, that
3 information will be out to you instantaneously.  You
4 will be presented with 10 proposed amendments to the
5 Constitution and Bylaws.  By now you should have
6 already received those.  If you haven't, I will give
7 you some information in just a little bit on how you
8 can get those.
9             The expo and registration will open up

10 Sunday at noon in the convention center.  If you
11 bought tickets for the events, the three events that
12 Miami is putting on, that will be open at that
13 particular time as well for you to pick up those
14 tickets.  And if you have waited until the last
15 minute, if there's any still available, you would be
16 able to get them at that particular time.
17             So membership database, you already saw
18 Mr. Steve Kim that's been helping us with that
19 project.  Mr. Mark Hong, you will meet him at the
20 National Conference.  Mr. Hong and myself and several
21 other members of the membership staff will be having
22 hands-on training for the new database system.  We
23 anticipate rolling out the system immediately after
24 the conference.  We talked about that, we debated, we
25 are ready right now, we are ready to go live with it,
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1 but because of credentialing and other area --
2 issues, and we are still working through some bugs.
3             And I want to point out Travis and Denise
4 helped us do the testing on the new system.  We are
5 very happy with that.  The new company is a company
6 called ACGI or Association Anywhere.  If you Google,
7 you will see that's what they do.  That's what their
8 business is, membership management systems.
9             Our system will roll out in two phases.

10 The first one is just primarily tracking membership
11 and per capita.  And then before the end of the year,
12 we will have other bells and whistles so that lodge
13 leaders can capture their e-mails and send out blasts
14 through the app or other mechanisms.  It will allow
15 members to make changes to the e-mail addresses, home
16 addresses, work locations on that without having to
17 go through the local Secretary or without approval
18 from the State Secretary.
19             As I previously mentioned, Dan had asked
20 me to talk a little bit about the fop.net e-mail
21 accounts.  It's unfortunate, but we had to drop
22 fop -- complimentary fop.net e-mail accounts we
23 offered.  I know many of you used that as a nice
24 convenient item.  The problem is it's attached to
25 Valarian, who is the company we're getting ready to
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1 retire, that's managing the current membership
2 database system.
3             So with that we also had several problems
4 over the years with Microsoft totally blocking out
5 those e-mail accounts, identifying them as spam
6 causing major headaches, and frankly we have tried to
7 find an alternative to offer you, but we haven't
8 found anything that is economically feasible.  The
9 best we came up with was managing an e-mail system of

10 $5 per member per month.  They were charging $11.50
11 per capita, and it don't make a whole lot of sense
12 to -- we can't afford to do that, but we will
13 continue to look for it, and we do apologize for any
14 inconvenience that we have caused you.
15             Take down my e-mail address, J, the
16 letter J, last name H-O-L-D-E-R-F-I-E-L-D, fop.net.
17 If there is any information that you -- that I have
18 not given to you, you want to get additional
19 information, please e-mail me.  You can also go to --
20 advocate everyone to do this, if you are not
21 receiving the journal Washington Watch, the
22 communications coming out of our National President's
23 office including press releases and so forth, go to
24 www.fopconnect, C-O-N-N-E-C-T, .com.  You can
25 register and it will ask a few basic information, put
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1 your name, lodge number, lodge membership number, and

2 then we will vet that and make sure that you are an

3 active member, and then you will start receiving that

4 information.

5             Also I think -- of course, I already had

6 it written down, I want you to join with me also in

7 wishing our National President and his lovely lady

8 Jennifer, today is, in fact, their anniversary so

9 join with me in wishing them a happy anniversary.

10             (Applause.)

11             NATIONAL SECRETARY HOLDERFIELD:  And,

12 Pat, I understand exactly what you are going through

13 because Pam and I's anniversary, it is in February,

14 and it's right in the middle of the Florida State

15 Lodge for -- meeting for 40 years, so I know exactly

16 what you are going through, Brother.

17             With that, I just want to thank you for

18 your hospitality, your support over the years, and

19 above all your friendship.  I will be around the rest

20 of today, tonight, and also tomorrow.  And also, Jay,

21 thank you for everything you do.  I didn't mean to

22 miss you but thank you for everything you do.

23             With that, worthy Mr. President, thank

24 you very much.

25             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  Are we doing the
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1 presentation?

2                         - - -

3        NORTH CAROLINA FOP PRESIDENT CHET EFFLER

4             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  There we go.  Hey.

5 Okay.  I just ran over to address the Auxiliary and

6 let them know how much we appreciate them and the

7 good work that they do.  I was -- had the opportunity

8 to do that and get back in time to introduce my good

9 friend Chet.  I have known Chet a long time.  When I

10 was running for the National Board, I was in North

11 Carolina and gave my speech about why you should vote

12 for me, and he stands up, puts his hand up in the

13 back of the room, and I am like here it comes.  And

14 he says if we promise to vote for you, will you say

15 Roll Tide?  I said hell no.  And I got out of there,

16 and I hope they still voted for me.

17             But we've been friends ever since and I

18 was glad to see him become the President of the North

19 Carolina FOP and I am glad to welcome him to the 89th

20 Conference of the FOP of Ohio.

21             (Applause.)

22             NC PRESIDENT EFFLER:  Thank you, Mr.

23 President.  Thank you, members of the Ohio Fraternal

24 Order of Police.  I want to personally thank you for

25 your commitment to law enforcement and your defense
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1 of your Brothers and Sisters.
2             One of the things that the Senator said
3 earlier that I think is really important that we need
4 to remember is you have to get up like a shark now
5 and you have to remember sharks get up in the morning
6 and they go hunt and they play hard, they eat hard,
7 and they survive and dominate the ocean.
8             We can no longer allow people to steal
9 the message.  We have to use your son Mark Weaver's

10 message in making sure that the 15 seconds in law
11 enforcement where our voices need to be heard are
12 heard early and loud.
13             So I want to start this out with telling
14 you that as members of the Fraternal Order of Police
15 and the leadership in your areas, it's important that
16 we as an organization stand up and stand by our
17 National Board, our state leadership, and carry the
18 message that protects our members.
19             Now, on September 27, I was literally
20 christened as the new State President, and I would
21 put the picture up of them throwing me in the pool at
22 Harrahs Cherokee Casino when I was elected State
23 President, but then I was shooting a bird, so I
24 didn't want the Catholics and the Baptists in the
25 room to get mad, so I didn't put it up on the screen.
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1             So with that being said, I just wanted
2 to -- and also I want to commend the National
3 President.  He got in the pool also.  So we raised
4 some money for the foundation by getting rebaptized
5 and then moved on.
6             Now, I was coming off of a high of being
7 elected State President in North Carolina after
8 working as the State Treasurer for many years, Kelli
9 just got elected State Treasurer, and we left our

10 beautiful western part of the state, returned to my
11 home in the Foothills.  On September 27, all hell
12 broke loose in our neighborhood.  As a director of a
13 state law enforcement agency that managed the
14 offices -- managed law enforcement offices, State
15 Fire Marshall, and Department of Insurance, I had
16 attended 17 named storms from Louisiana, Oklahoma,
17 Moore City -- Moore, Oklahoma, tornado and
18 coordinated events and responses all across the
19 southeast.  But this one was different because most
20 storms I got to go respond, work for about three
21 weeks, think about how great of work we done, and got
22 to go home.  And this storm it was my home.
23             We lost neighbors.  We had officers who
24 lost their houses.  Queen City Lodge came down and
25 fed a neighboring county.  My retired sheriff and
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1 Brother in my lodge lost his house there that day.
2 There are still people in western North Carolina that
3 live in tents.
4             Unlike many storms the water rises and it
5 leaves in the eastern side of North Carolina, but in
6 the western half of the state the day before the
7 actual storm hit, my team was on the ground, and we
8 contacted 1,000 houses to tell them to evacuate.
9 Many of them laughed at us.  But we knew what was

10 coming.
11             I remember I was telling somebody
12 yesterday when I walked across the ground at a
13 particular residence, the day before we had just
14 received 10 inches of rain, and the water was going
15 in my boots is how the ground was so saturated.  And
16 then over the next 12 hours, we got 36 inches of
17 rain.  It turned trickling creeks -- I showed Kelli
18 this week when she came up, she lives on the eastern
19 side of the state, trickling creeks into raging
20 missiles and carried homes down the river and
21 devastated so much.
22             Now, with that being said, we were on one
23 side of the mountain, and the mountain was completely
24 cut off.  Mudslides took over every highway.  1,400
25 bridges were destroyed in western North Carolina.
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1 3,000 streets, highways, and roads were completely
2 washed out.  There was no helicopter to lift victims
3 out.  There was a guy called in -- we were getting
4 750, 760 911 calls every 15 minutes.  The 911 centers
5 in eastern North Carolina were having to man the
6 phones for western North Carolina where they had no
7 clue they were -- they were taking calls from.
8             With that being said, I remember one
9 particular call that came to my guys and it was a guy

10 who said my hip is broken.  And this was a question,
11 is it a compound fracture?  Are there any bones
12 sticking out?  No.  I just can't walk.  I'm stuck.  I
13 am on -- the side of my house got washed away.  I am
14 stuck on the side of the house.  I had to literally
15 tell the guy it was going to be 6 to 8 hours before
16 we could get to him on foot and probably another 12
17 hours before we could get a helicopter to lift him
18 out.  That is the type of calls we were dealing with
19 on a daily basis.
20             And it was just -- it was rewarding.
21 Whenever you are in that situation, I have to do my
22 professional career, but I called the local lodge
23 President, and I said I need your help.  He said what
24 do you need, boss?  I said we got to start feeding
25 first responders because people are coming in all
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1 over the country.  North Carolina alone, set up on
2 folding tables and grills, we fed 16,000 meals.
3             The National President called me and said
4 I'm deploying the trailer.  I said get as close as
5 you can, but it's probably going to be Tennessee.
6 They couldn't get it to us.  They could not get to
7 us.  The secondary trailer that had been deployed in
8 South Carolina was able to bring supplies to us.
9 Once they wrapped up, the state -- western part of

10 the state was cut into about four quadrants for
11 access.
12             Queen City sent a group to come feed
13 people, and they went to Avery County which is a
14 small county but was completely devastated.  There is
15 three small counties that have about 60,000 people in
16 those three counties.  And Queen City sent guys down
17 and came down and they created a feed operation and
18 they fed first responders.
19             So to be honest with you, I never got to
20 talk to Queen City when they were there because we
21 didn't have cell service, power, or anything where I
22 was at.  In order to get a message out, text message,
23 I had to go find a Starlink on a camper in order to
24 get a text message or phone call, and you can imagine
25 running as a state law enforcement agency operation,
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1 I had that on one hand and FOP stuff on the other.
2             But Queen City showed up and met up with
3 I think our Immediate Past President, and they spent
4 days feeding people, first responders, in the Avery
5 County area.  And so just as a token of appreciation,
6 we would like to present a thank you momento to Queen
7 City Lodge if they can come up.
8             (Applause.)
9             NC PRESIDENT EFFLER:  This award from the

10 North Carolina Fraternal Order of Police is being
11 presented to Queen City Lodge 69 for helping their
12 neighbors in western North Carolina after Hurricane
13 Helene by setting up feeding operations for first
14 responders and providing supplies to assist
15 communities devastated by the storm.  On behalf of
16 the more than 6,000 members of North Carolina
17 Fraternal Order of Police and the citizens of western
18 North Carolina, thank you for your kindness and love
19 shown to our community.
20             (Applause.)
21             BROTHER WOODS:  I guess we will speak for
22 everybody.  We started doing this idea
23 two-and-a-half, three years ago.  This was -- our
24 primary purpose was to try to help first responders
25 when we possibly could.  Hurricane came through.  We,
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1 of course, like everybody else, saw the news and
2 completely devastated.  As close as it is to us, we
3 knew from traveling for vacation down there a lot, so
4 it was personal in some instances, and it was really
5 the least we could do.
6             We enjoyed every minute of it, most of us
7 did, except for Jon Halusek who found out what bed
8 bugs feel like, Mike Hosta as well.  Yeah, that's
9 where the grumpy part comes from.  So it's good, and

10 he would probably say it was probably worth the bed
11 bugs, I'm not sure; but it was for me, that's for
12 sure.  We would do it again in a heartbeat.
13             We are going to continue doing this.
14 Your lodges throughout Ohio, anything happens, please
15 call down.  We'll drop -- we will try to drop
16 whatever we are doing and come and help out.
17             So thank you very much for this.  Thank
18 you very much.  I appreciate it.  Thank you.
19             NC PRESIDENT EFFLER:  In addition, I
20 would like also to thank you, State Lodge of Ohio,
21 who sent somebody to our foundation to assist in
22 buying supplies for some of these operations and
23 stuff.  But in addition to that, you know, a lot of
24 people don't think about some of the impact of what
25 happens whenever a disaster like this occurs.  And we
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1 had multiple municipalities in western North Carolina
2 that are -- you know, they are either 5 to 10 men
3 agencies or a larger agency in western North Carolina
4 might be 25 or 30.  We do have a couple, you know,
5 metropolitan areas like Ashford.  You can call that a
6 metropolitan area since they are so woke and broke,
7 but -- but primarily it's represented by small
8 agencies.
9             And the thing that happened is in the

10 town of Old Fort, for example, my brother-in-law is a
11 sheriff's deputy, and he was helping remove a
12 convalescent from a residence and the water was ankle
13 deep.  45 seconds later the water is chest deep, and
14 he has to pull 12 people off a second floor balcony.
15 A house could be split into apartments, and they have
16 a fire access.  He had 12 people on a balcony
17 wondering if the weight capacity was going to kill
18 them or the water was.
19             When that happened, patrol cars got
20 flooded.  I mean, everything got flooded.  The entire
21 infrastructure, some -- some of these cities, Black
22 Mountain, Old Fort, Spruce Pine, the entire
23 water/sewer plant was destroyed.  All their equipment
24 was destroyed.  It was all in the water.
25             And West Chester Fraternal Order of
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1 Police Lodge 186 came up with the most unique idea
2 and that was let us help you in some way.  And
3 through their vision and leadership and with the town
4 of West Chester, Ohio, they donated five police cars
5 fully equipped, and they said we will get them to
6 you.  All you have to do is take delivery and make
7 sure we monitor where they go and if they go to an
8 agency in need.
9             Last week I got clocked by one of those

10 cars.  West Chester, they are doing their job.  He
11 didn't pull me over, but he clocked me as I went by.
12 He threw his hand up.  In Old Fort, I was going
13 through Old Fort and there sat one of West Chester's
14 police cars.
15             Those cars left West Chester, came to
16 western North Carolina.  They are in service in the
17 town of Old Fort, Black Mountain, Spruce Pine, and
18 Montreat, and so as a token of our appreciation, we
19 have a presentation we would like to make to both the
20 town of West Chester, Ohio, and the West Chester
21 Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 186, and if you all
22 come forward, please, that would be great.
23             (Applause.)
24             NC PRESIDENT EFFLER:  We want to give
25 this to West Chester, Ohio, for helping by making a
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1 Hurricane Helene donation of five police cars.  On
2 behalf of the more than 6,000 North Carolina
3 Fraternal Order of Police members, we appreciate you.
4             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.  We
5 appreciate it.  West Chester Township Lodge 186
6 wanted to say that -- when I got the e-mail, I
7 believe they needed help, so I went to our Chief
8 Brian Reynolds that morning.  Everybody knows how
9 government works.  It doesn't work fast.  But within

10 an hour, we talked to our Township Administrator, and
11 we were approved.  We were ready to go.  So about the
12 fastest approval we had, anything in the township.
13             But again, it was definitely a lodge
14 coordination.  We coordinated donations from a lot of
15 local business partners, trailers, and our lodge paid
16 for all the gas and food for us to take them down.
17 But West Chester Township Trustees approved the
18 donation and let us do it, so we appreciate it.  And
19 if you have anything to say.
20             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you very
21 much for inviting us here today.  As soon as I heard
22 there was a need for these cruisers, it was actually
23 a no-brainer to donate these to a very good cause.
24 Absolutely devastating what happened in North
25 Carolina with the flood, so we are happy that we and



89th FOP Conference Volume I

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

20 (Pages 77 to 80)

Page 77

1 the Township were able to make a great impact on
2 communities that were suffering at the time, that we
3 were able to provide these five cruisers along with a
4 load of warm winter gear for others that were
5 impacted even outside of the police forces.
6             So thank you again for recognizing us.
7 Very happy we were able to take part and have such a
8 great impact.
9             NC PRESIDENT EFFLER:  North Carolina, we

10 took the Queen City idea and we commissioned a
11 committee to study for 100 days.  We now have our own
12 feeding trailer, a truck, and a bunkhouse.  So we
13 plan to help repay some of these contributions across
14 the southeast of the country as needed by the
15 National.  Thank you.
16             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Okay.  As we get
17 ready to have lunch, if you are on this side of the
18 room, I want you to go out the far right side.  If
19 you are on this side, go out the left door.  Come
20 back in to your seats through the middle and get
21 settled back in because we are going to start back up
22 as soon as everybody is seated, okay?  So we will do
23 all of that.
24                         - - -
25
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1            DENISE YOUNG'S 40TH ANNIVERSARY
2             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Okay.  One of the
3 reasons that the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio is
4 successful, it's because of the continuity of our
5 staff.  I would be willing to bet there is not
6 another organization in the Fraternal Order of Police
7 that has a staff with the seniority that our staff
8 has.  And everybody who has ever led an organization
9 understands that you would not be successful without

10 someone who would keep you on track, who understands
11 the history of the organization, who has the
12 institutional knowledge to guide incoming Board
13 members, and who can answer the questions of 23,000
14 members.
15             I don't think anybody across the country
16 is as well positioned as the FOP of Ohio when you
17 think of that.  I would like Virgil McDaniel, Nick
18 DiMarco, Mike Taylor, Mark Drum, and Gary to come
19 forward and join me on the podium.
20             The FOP of Ohio has had Denise Young
21 guide the presidents and secretaries that you see
22 behind us for 40 years, 40 years of service to the
23 men and women of Ohio law enforcement.  A lot of hair
24 styles have changed over time.  Her dedication to the
25 men and women of Ohio law enforcement is obnoxious.
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1 I have been around for a long time, and she has been

2 around even longer.  And she has -- she's the bedrock

3 of the FOP of Ohio.

4             And I would like to call Denise forward

5 to accept some gifts of gratitude on our behalf.

6             (Applause.)

7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Now, we are only

8 giving her these gifts because this is not a going

9 away, right?  We are going to continue to build on

10 these service anniversaries to Denise.

11             So the first thing we have from the

12 Board, the entire Board, is an award that says in

13 recognition and appreciation for your 40 years of

14 service to the Fraternal Order of Police, 1985 to

15 2025, that you can display in your office.

16             MS. YOUNG:  Thank you.

17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  You are very

18 welcome.

19             IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT WOLSKE:  Denise,

20 I have been around a long time.  You helped me when I

21 was local president all the way through my career.

22 Ray -- Ray Sorace, our President, wanted to do

23 something for you, a little award for you.  Denise

24 Young, congratulations on 40 years of service to the

25 FOP.  Thank you for your devotion, commitment, and
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1 friendship to the men and women of the Fraternal
2 Order of Police Lodge 67.
3             (Applause.)
4             MS. YOUNG:  The ones TJ had delivered and
5 nobody knew where to put them.  They asked me where
6 they wanted them.
7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Here's 40 roses, one
8 for each year.
9             MS. YOUNG:  Thank you so much.  Okay.  I

10 can go now.  Thank you.  Thank you so much.
11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  And finally is it --
12 one of those cards in the box is important for you
13 not to lose because the staff of the Labor Council,
14 of the Board Labor Council, the staff, and Board of
15 the FOP of Ohio have all pitched in and made a
16 monetary donation that is a small token of our
17 appreciation and our love for you, and we are -- we
18 would be lost without you, so we can't thank you
19 enough for all you do for us.
20             MS. YOUNG:  Coming into this there was a
21 moment when we were reviewing some things and called
22 Jay to ask a question.  He is like what are you doing
23 looking at my video?  I'm like, I mean, I didn't see
24 it all.  I'm just working on some stuff.  And then
25 the flowers get delivered.  They are like TJ had
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1 these flowers delivered.  I'm like it's a big
2 arrangement.  I'm like things are getting kind of
3 fishy.  And Mike Taylor and Dan Ozbolt were trying to
4 lure me into the -- come on.  You have to go over
5 here.
6             And then I came over there and nothing
7 was happening.  Okay.  Maybe I'm just starting to
8 imagine.  But then a lot of people were coming up to
9 me 40 years, that's a long time.  And I was like it

10 is a long time.  And then I am like how did you know?
11 And they said Rob Hawley put it on a sign at the
12 bourbon bar.
13             So I -- I'm speechless which a lot of you
14 know you are never speechless.  You always have
15 something to say.  Right, Rob?  So I just want to say
16 that I -- when I started my career with the FOP, it
17 was just -- it was going to be a job.  It was going
18 to be for three years.  Then I was going to start
19 having kids, and I was going to be a stay-at-home
20 mom.  That didn't happen.
21             But this organization has been with me
22 through everything that I have done in my adult life
23 and there are friendships made in this organization
24 that are second to none.  And working for this
25 organization, for the members for the Board, members
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1 over the years has been my pleasure.
2             And I am proud to be part of the
3 Fraternal Order of Police.  I couldn't do it without
4 the staff and there's a lot of staff in this
5 organization that aren't too far behind me in years.
6 So we do have a wonderful staff, and we are
7 dedicated, but I couldn't be where I am without all
8 of them.  So in the support organizations, the
9 Auxiliary, the FOPA, it's been a pleasure working

10 with you too.
11             And I just -- I look forward to just
12 seven more years, and if I can survive, I just turned
13 60, I thought I was going to go at 65 on Medicare,
14 but they, you know, sent me a Social Security
15 statement, and all of a sudden staying two more years
16 is pretty enticing.
17             So anyway thank you so much.  I really
18 appreciate it.  It's a pleasure working for all of
19 you, and I look forward to the future.  Thank you.
20             BROTHER McDANIEL:  Back in 1985 when I
21 was the State President of Ohio, I had the pleasure
22 of interviewing this young lady, and I must say
23 probably one of the best hires I ever made in my
24 life.  Thank you.
25             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'll just be real
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1 brief, this office is run by this young lady, and the
2 FOP is also run by this young lady.
3             BROTHER DRUM:  I also want to say I was
4 fortunate enough to be there when Denise walked in to
5 the interview for the position, and she was
6 absolutely during my tenure on this Board my right
7 hand, especially when I was secretary in the office
8 and also all my years on Labor Council and I love her
9 like a sister and I appreciate your service.

10             SECRETARY PARKER:  Yeah, I would just
11 like to say there's probably not a day that goes by
12 that I don't walk into Denise's office and say how
13 are we going to do this?  What can we do in this
14 situation?  And we are very blessed to have you, but
15 I do want to point out she is grappling with a couple
16 numbers like six years, seven years.  I just want the
17 Delegates to know we are still negotiating on those
18 numbers.  That's not -- let's not define the dates
19 yet.
20             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I would like to
21 say something about Denise and the shit I know.  I
22 ain't.
23             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you all for
24 helping us keep this mostly a secret.  Thank you all
25 who brought cards and well wishes from your local
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1 lodge.  Can you look out there and see if the lunches

2 are set up?

3             Okay.  Right side out the right door.

4 Left side out the left door.  Back into the middle

5 and back to the seats, please.

6             (Lunch recess.)

7                         - - -

8          NATIONAL SECOND VICE PRESIDENT HOYT

9             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I would next like to

10 call up Second Vice President John Hoyt from

11 Philadelphia to address the Delegates and please make

12 John feel welcome.  We are glad he is here and please

13 pay attention to Brother John Hoyt.

14             NATIONAL SECOND VICE PRESIDENT HOYT:

15 Good afternoon, Ohio.  You know, it's funny, being on

16 the National Board and usually being the third or

17 fourth speaker, you have to do some editing to your

18 speech as you go.

19             Today is no different.  My original is

20 much different than what I am going to talk about.

21 But while we eat, I just want to talk about how proud

22 I am to be part of the FOP, both at my local level

23 and the national level.  With the floods in Texas

24 that we witnessed and the struggles they are going

25 through there and our disaster relief trailers there,
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1 our members are there helping and then listening to
2 Chet who has become a good friend of mine from North
3 Carolina and to hear how Ohio answered the call and
4 showed up.
5             You know, there is a lot of stuff that
6 goes on at the FOP.  But at the end of the day, when
7 we need each other, time and time again we rise to
8 the occasion and support each other, and I am so
9 proud to be part of this organization and to be here

10 in Ohio.  Ohio has it together.
11             You know, you -- you can't anticipate
12 when these disasters happen, right?  But if you don't
13 think about that ahead of the disaster, you are not
14 in a position to respond and help.  And because Ohio
15 is and has their stuff together, they are able to
16 help.  We see how much it means to our Brothers and
17 Sisters in the other state.  From a National
18 perspective now, just tremendously proud to be a part
19 of this.
20             What I have been talking about around the
21 country a lot is Protect and Serve and I echo kind of
22 what Pat said earlier is how important it is we
23 continue the grassroots effort like we did with
24 Social Security.  That success, as Pat said, is
25 solely because of the members.
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1             When you call a Senator or Congressman,
2 Congresswoman, and they say I get it, please, I am
3 voting for you, just call off the dogs, stop the
4 e-mails and phone calls, that's a good thing.  That's
5 what we want and shows the power of this organization
6 when we work together.
7             So I plan to talk even more about Protect
8 and Serve, but when we started this morning here
9 hearing your two Senators, U.S. Senators, talk about

10 Protect and Serve and how vitally important it is, it
11 is refreshing for me to come and hear.  It is
12 exciting for me to hear some of the strategies Ohio
13 has in getting Protect and Serve pushed through.  You
14 know, not all areas are created equal.  I mean, Steve
15 James is from California, but he's okay.  You know,
16 I'm a police officer in the city of Philadelphia.  We
17 have one of the worst city attorneys in the nation.
18 Protect and Serve is especially important to me
19 because it would give the federal government
20 authority to prosecute those who harm against police
21 officers.
22             In Philadelphia, Larry Krasner is our
23 district attorney, and he is horrific.  And
24 unfortunately when one of our officers are shot and
25 killed, one of the first things we had to do as the
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1 FOP is come up with a strategy or if there is
2 something -- a loophole in the crime that occurred so
3 that the federal government can prosecute.  In our
4 own town we can't trust our district attorney to
5 prosecute those who commit violence against police,
6 and we have seen it time and time again.
7             Temple University, our largest
8 university, Temple University Police Officer
9 Christopher Fitzgerald was shot and killed during a

10 carjacking he intervened in two years ago.  He was
11 the son of a Philadelphia police officer and his dad
12 was with the police department, Philadelphia police
13 officer, and his mother was a Philadelphia police
14 officer.  And they met with the district attorney.
15 He promised no decisions would be made without their
16 input, and come to just a few months later, he was
17 offering a deal to the offender who murdered their
18 son without -- without telling them.  He had offered
19 a deal drastically underwhelmed for what that person
20 deserves.
21             Luckily, the FOP found out before the
22 weekend was over and blasted them on the media,
23 social media, and that deal never happened.  He was
24 convicted last month of first degree murder, awaiting
25 sentence.  Imagine if we didn't have to go through
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1 that to protect and serve.

2             So I ask you the effort, the relentless

3 effort, we showed on Social Security, I ask you to

4 continue this with Protect and Serve.

5             Additionally, you know it's harder than

6 ever to be a police officer.  We know that.  That's

7 nothing new.  But I want to give a little good to

8 you.  2024 Gallup poll was conducted on kind of the

9 institutions in the United States.  There is a

10 feeling that the average American doesn't have faith

11 in the institution it used to have and we had to kind

12 of confirm that.  There was one institution that

13 Americans are rebounding trust and belief in.

14 No. 1 institution in this country for that is law

15 enforcement.  Media continues to do that.

16             (Applause.)

17             NATIONAL SECOND VICE PRESIDENT HOYT:

18 Washington, D.C., isn't doing very well.  Colleges,

19 universities are under question.  But law enforcement

20 continues to be on the rise, not because of change

21 but because we continue to do the job we have been

22 doing.  It's nothing new to us, and we know it's just

23 taking some time for the right people to recognize

24 that.

25             And so what we should do with this
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1 momentum, we are doing the Washington to Protect and
2 Serve and our success has been incredible considering
3 our limited resources.  I know money is tight for
4 everybody.  But our National PAC Fund is
5 embarrassing.  It is lower than most state PAC funds,
6 lower than some city PAC funds.  My only ask is that
7 you contribute maybe $5 a month, 380,000 at $5 a
8 month, we would go from the smallest PAC in
9 Washington to the largest.  So, please, if you can

10 take 90 seconds, research our PAC fund, look what we
11 are doing with it.
12             And I get what people say about PAC
13 funds.  We are not all going to agree on the same
14 politicians, but it's not just about the ability to
15 give money to people's beliefs and ideals.  It's also
16 about calling on our naysayers, calling on our own
17 and saying we have this money, and we will spend it
18 on your opponent.  So ask you to research our PAC and
19 consider it and help us be stronger.
20             And, lastly, mental health is a big issue
21 in law enforcement.  It's one of the reasons I ran.
22 Actually go to our website.  We created the Mental
23 Health Amendment.  It's quick and it's -- it's quick.
24 It takes 10 minutes, and it's exercises for police
25 officers to do at home.  As cops, we are the help.
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1 We don't ask for help.  And that's why we struggle

2 through mental health.  It's 10 -- about 10 exercises

3 you can do at home without having to ask anybody else

4 for help.  I encourage you to look them up, use them,

5 share them, and just keep an eye on each other.

6             With that I stand for any questions.

7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Any questions for

8 Second Vice President Hoyt?

9                         - - -

10         NATIONAL SERGEANT AT ARMS STEVE JAMES

11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Seeing and hearing

12 none, I would like to call Sergeant At Arms Steve

13 James from the great state of California.

14             NATIONAL SERGEANT AT ARMS JAMES:  Well,

15 thank you, guys.  The great state of California which

16 was mentioned by both of your Senators today as an

17 example of the buffoonery that politics can be.  So I

18 am very honored to be here to share that title with

19 you today.  So San Francisco is in California, I

20 think that's pretty clear.  His depiction was

21 actually relatively nice.  I went to the University

22 of San Francisco as an undergraduate.  Phenomenal

23 place.  His depiction of where it was in 2020 doesn't

24 even do justice as to where it is today.  They have

25 just absolutely given up and lost that city.  It's
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1 just amazing.
2             The second one he talked about was the
3 Senator who launched a protection detail.  That was a
4 California Senator that did that as well.  So really
5 glad to be part of the presentation of your two
6 Senators today.
7             President McDonald and all of the Board
8 here, as well as all the Delegates, thank you for
9 this opportunity and most importantly thank you for

10 allowing me to serve you on the National Executive
11 Board.  I have been on the Board now for 20 years.
12 And I can just tell you it's humbling to be on this
13 Executive Board.  So much good stuff is happening.
14             I have watched a tremendous number of
15 Executive Boards over the years from afar or far
16 enough as the Trustee out of California, but I can
17 just tell you that this Executive Board is doing
18 great things.  You heard about windfall elimination,
19 government pension offset.  I am confident,
20 especially when I hear your Senators talking about
21 things like Protect and Serve that Brother Hoyt and
22 Brother Yoes talked about, we are going to see
23 successes there as well.  Great things are happening
24 and it's certainly not lost on me that it happens
25 because of the organization.  And I think Brother
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1 Hoyt said you have it together.  You really are
2 leading the nation in how to run an FOP organization.
3 And so thank you for that.
4             Windfall elimination, pension offset,
5 Brother Yoes is very humble about this, and he is
6 right, every single one of you, certainly your
7 state -- your two Senators all played a huge part in
8 that.  But I got to tell you, yeah, the FOP got it
9 over the line, but if it hadn't been for President

10 Yoes being relentless, I mean, I was on the phone
11 with this guy so many times during that time where it
12 was a roller coaster, it wasn't going to be called,
13 it's going to be called, got to do this, maybe we can
14 get this, maybe we are going to try this.  And he
15 just stayed relentless on it.
16             And so when you see him tonight under the
17 tent, give him a thanks because I don't believe the
18 windfall elimination, government pension offset
19 happens without President Yoes as our President.  So
20 I just wanted to say that because he is very humble
21 about it.
22             So my actual role as the Sergeant at Arms
23 is conference security so let me talk a little bit
24 about that.  I am sure many of you will be Delegates
25 at the National Conference, and the biggest question
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1 we get, can we carry a concealed weapon into the
2 convention center?  And let me give you the answer is
3 no.  It is a government facility, and they have rules
4 that restrict carrying of concealed weapons.  So
5 there are rules and regulations prohibiting carrying
6 a concealed weapon in the convention center.
7             That being said, I will share with you
8 what was shared with me.  The opinion -- well, the
9 convention center will not be screening people.  The

10 convention center will not be looking for people.
11 But if they see a concealed weapon when you reach to
12 pay for your bill or you raise your hand, it will be
13 a problem.  So I think you can make your own
14 decisions from there.
15             The opinion on the level of guests that
16 we have, there could be a day or two where there are
17 metal detectors at the facility.  Obviously that will
18 be a problem.  So I will leave it up to you.  That's
19 the information we have.  And you can read between
20 the lines there.
21             We have a program at the National that I
22 wasn't really aware of until about six, eight months
23 ago.  It's been around for a little while, Amazon
24 Business, and I want to bring it to your attention.
25 You can find it very easily on the website.  If you
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1 go to fop.net, in the top right there is a shop
2 button.  We recently altered that to have the ability
3 to join Amazon Business.  Amazon Business works very
4 similar to Amazon Prime.  Two things, Amazon Business
5 does not have Prime television or Amazon Prime for
6 television, and it doesn't have music, so I wouldn't
7 encourage you to drop your Amazon Prime account.
8             But what Amazon Business has, you will
9 never pay more than what Amazon Prime has, but you

10 will often pay less.  There are business pricing
11 models on Amazon Business, on top of the Law
12 Enforcement Store where you can buy uniform gear that
13 you can't get on Amazon Prime.
14             And here is what's crazy.  Amazon will
15 give us back 3 percent of everything you buy on
16 Amazon Business to the National FOP, and it will
17 never cost you a penny more.  You get the same --
18 same day shipping or whatever shipping would be at
19 Amazon Prime.  You get that shipping.  It's free.
20             The one problem with Amazon Business
21 right now that they will have rectified by the end of
22 the year, you have to use an e-mail address that is
23 not affiliated with Amazon Prime.  But there's no
24 reason -- now, we are doing over $200,000 a month
25 right now.  We only have about less than 2,000
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1 members that are spending on Amazon Business.  If we

2 got to 10,000 or 20,000, the amount of money Amazon

3 would be giving us literally could make a difference

4 to the FOP.  I encourage you all to look at that,

5 please.  It's free to join.

6             And the last two things, if any of you

7 are interested in being door guards for us at the

8 National, please make sure you let me know.  Brother

9 McDonald or somebody can send me an e-mail address or

10 lists of any willing to be door guards.  Certainly

11 Mondays are our most difficult day because it's our

12 first day there, but we would love any help.

13             And I also serve as the Chairperson for

14 the Legal Defense Fund, so I want to give you your

15 numbers real quick.  You are -- I believe you would

16 now be over 7,000 in the Legal Defense Fund.  Thank

17 you very much for your participation in that.

18             You only have 262 -- I say only.  You are

19 one of the top states in the nation to have concealed

20 carry coverage which is for our retirees, $750 a year

21 unlimited coverage.  262 of your retirees have it.  I

22 see that as a retention and recruitment opportunity

23 for you to keep your retirees, your members when they

24 retire, and also to go after retirees who maybe had

25 left the FOP or maybe were never in the FOP.  That
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1 262 could be much higher.

2             So I know you are running behind

3 schedule.  I appreciate the opportunity to be here.

4 Thank you for the fellowship last night.  I look

5 forward to it tonight.

6             Brother McDonald, any questions for me,

7 Legal Defense or otherwise, I stand.  As a member of

8 the Legal Defense plan, I appreciate the work you do

9 and the sense of security you give all those who

10 participate.

11             NATIONAL SERGEANT AT ARMS JAMES:  Thank

12 you.

13                         - - -

14                 PRESIDENT JAY MCDONALD

15             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Questions for

16 Brother James?

17             Good afternoon.  Yeah.  I want to start

18 off by thanking Lodge 69 and their Delegates for the

19 hard work that we all know goes into making these

20 conferences a success.  We know we could not have the

21 meeting, the fraternalism, and the hospitality

22 without them, so I appreciate all that they have

23 done.

24             Before I get into my report, I want to

25 talk to you a little bit about the foundation of the
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1 FOP of Ohio, the legacy of those who came before us.
2 You see we have had four National Presidents.  In the
3 101 years of the FOP of Ohio, we are the oldest state
4 lodge in the country.  Four National Presidents.  In
5 fact, the National FOP has been under the leadership
6 of an Ohioan longer than any other state.  There is
7 only one law enforcement officer in America who is in
8 the United States Department of Labor Hall of Fame
9 and that is Steve Young.  We are one of the biggest

10 states in membership, and we should all be proud of
11 the foundation laid by our forefathers in this FOP,
12 the greatest law enforcement organization in our
13 country.
14             You see we have been around for 101
15 years.  And a lot that has happened in our profession
16 happened here first.  And I would put our state, the
17 work you do, up against any other state in this
18 country, whether it's unions, whether it's
19 fraternalism, whether it's helping a brother in need,
20 whether it's officer wellness.  We take a backseat to
21 nobody.  And that's because of you.  And you are to
22 be commended for carrying on this legacy built by
23 Joseph Pence, Jack Dudek, Dewey Stokes, and Steve
24 Young.  You are building on the 101 years of
25 innovation and service to members.  And I am proud to
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1 be on the scene with you.
2             I am going to start my report the way I
3 always start my reports about the violence against
4 the members of the Fraternal Order of Police and law
5 enforcement officers across the country.  Since we've
6 last met, 108 Brothers and Sisters have given their
7 lives in service to their community.  108.  166 law
8 enforcement officers have been shot in the line of
9 duty so far this year according to the National FOP.

10             And we know here in this state the levels
11 of violence that we witnessed.  The faces on the
12 screen belong to two deputy sheriffs who were
13 murdered in the line of duty simply because they
14 chose to protect and serve their community, Deputy
15 Daniel Weston Sherrer and Deputy Larry Henderson.
16             The month of May was particularly bad for
17 us.  Not only were both of these Brothers murdered in
18 the line of duty, in the month of May we saw an
19 officer shot in Mifflin Township in Franklin County.
20 We also -- we saw an officer shot at in Union County,
21 Ashland County, Summit County in the same month.
22             And we have all done what we have done
23 before.  We've done the right things of we have
24 called out violence.  We have said enough is enough.
25 We told our members remember their tactics and wear
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1 their safety gear.  We attended the funerals of our
2 fallen.  But our members remain under attack despite
3 our best efforts, despite our comforting words,
4 despite wrapping our arms around the families.  And
5 none of that is enough.  None of that is enough.  We
6 have to do more.  The time for action is now.
7             Aaron, will that play?
8             MR. CRAWFORD:  On the next screen.  Click
9 again.

10             (Video played.)
11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So on June 5, we
12 announced the Protect Ohio Police Initiative where we
13 have decided we will take action.  We will do more
14 than call out bad actors.  We will have a long-range
15 plan to combat the violence against the police.  But
16 today, today we can take action.  We don't need to
17 wait for a long-term plan.
18             At the federal level you heard us talk
19 about Protect and Serve.  You heard our Senators and
20 National FOP officers talk about why it's important.
21 Let me put some names to it.  Here are your list of
22 Congressmen who have yet to sign on:  Representatives
23 Beatty, Brown, Davidson, Joyce, Jordan, Kaptur,
24 Latta, Seitz, Taylor, and Turner.  And they stand --
25 span the political spectrum from the very liberal to
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1 the very conservative, from Joyce Beatty to Jim
2 Jordan.  It doesn't get much farther apart on the
3 political spectrum, but yet both of them have failed
4 to sign on to provide a federal penalty for those who
5 commit violence against the police.
6             So here is what we are going to do, we
7 are running digital ads targeting each one of those
8 elected Congressional Members of the Ohio
9 Congressional Delegation featuring the family of

10 Fallen Deputy Daniel Sherrer calling for them to do
11 the right thing.  That's step 1.
12             Step 2, Representatives Cindy Abrams and
13 Phil Plummer in the state of Ohio, both former law
14 enforcement officers, introduced the Larry Henderson
15 Act which aims to increase the penalties for
16 aggravated murder when the victim is a peace officer,
17 prosecutor, first responder, or military member
18 mandating the death penalty or life in prison without
19 parole, House Bill 372.  We will work to see that
20 pass.
21             We will hold judges accountable to use
22 the existing law.  We do not need a change in
23 legislation.  In fact, we changed the Constitution in
24 the state of Ohio to say public safety should be
25 considered when setting bail.  Judges could do that
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1 now.  Prosecutors today can appropriately charge
2 criminals to stop sweetheart deals for people who
3 commit violence on our streets.  Ohio lawmakers can
4 stop trying to loosen our laws to allow convicted
5 felons to carry guns.
6             Right now in the Ohio legislature, they
7 are trying to change the law to put more hands --
8 more guns into the hands of convicted felons making
9 your job less safe and the community you protect less

10 safe.  Politicians can stop creating or allowing the
11 narrative of violence against the police to be
12 somehow acceptable.
13             One of the things that drove us to this
14 initiative was that Akron City Council meeting
15 shortly after the death of Deputy Larry Henderson,
16 some piece of crap took the microphone and suggested
17 that what happened to Deputy Henderson ought to
18 happen to some Akron Police Officers, and the council
19 set silent until the Akron FOP called them out.
20             No longer can that be tolerated.  So what
21 are we going to try to do?  I am going to call up our
22 friend Bob Paduchik to help explain parts of this
23 initiative.  If you are unfamiliar with Bob, Bob is a
24 former cochair of the National Republican Party,
25 former chairman of the Ohio Republican Party, senior

Page 102

1 advisor to President Trump, President Bush, advisor
2 to Governors and Senators, and the political advisor
3 of the FOP of Ohio.  Please welcome Bob Paduchik.
4             (Applause.)
5                         - - -
6                      BOB PADUCHIK
7             MR. PADUCHIK:  Jay made me sound pretty
8 good there.  But let me -- let me try to consolidate
9 this down as best I can because one of the things I

10 have been involved in in winning and fighting
11 elections and battling initiatives for about 40 years
12 now, and none of this stuff is rocket science, but
13 what it is it requires you to maintain focus and
14 understand first year objectives and how to measure
15 those objectives and how to execute it.
16             So when -- when we sat down with the
17 Board and we talked about how critical this situation
18 is, as Jay said, there were a lot of angry people in
19 that meeting, we wanted to focus on actual results.
20 And in politics the one thing, whether you are
21 Republican, Democrat, or Socialist or whatever, you
22 understand is power.
23             And so the foundation of the political
24 power for the FOP is in two things.  First is the
25 members.  In politics we call that grassroots, core
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1 vote execution.  You know what the membership can get
2 done because you look at the leadership under Jay in
3 Senate Bill 5, the referendum there, because of that
4 massive success in defeating that bill, you will
5 probably not see for decades another attack on
6 collective bargaining in the state of Ohio, if you
7 see it at all.  It was such a resounding referendum
8 on that piece of legislation.
9             So that is one section I will talk about

10 here is about membership and motivating and
11 activating those members.  Another section is
12 about -- the other foundation of strength for the FOP
13 is the FOP brand, and I want to talk a little bit
14 about that.  You know, President Yoes was up here,
15 and he was talking about the Social Security Fairness
16 Act.  But there's part of that he left out.
17             You know, he did rightfully say President
18 Trump was helpful on that but what he didn't tell you
19 is that there was a meeting in July at Mar-a-Lago
20 with him and FOP Board members to meet with the
21 President because the President wanted the FOP
22 endorsement.  You know, there are a lot of different
23 police organizations in this country, but the FOP is
24 the No. 1.  It's the crown jewel.  As I told the
25 President, it's the only endorsement that really
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1 matters.
2             And so when the President sat down at
3 that meeting and Pat Yoes and other Board members
4 talked about the importance of the Social Security
5 Fairness Act, the President listened, and he
6 understood it, that if he were to get FOP's
7 endorsement and the support, that that would be
8 something the membership would not just want but
9 would expect his support on.

10             So that was the prelude to that critical
11 decision and helped something that has been a 40-year
12 challenge for the FOP to get accomplished and -- and
13 I think it signifies the importance of that FOP
14 brand, and when we focus on these efforts in the
15 coming months, we are going to make sure we utilize
16 those two things, the membership and the brand of
17 FOP.
18             So let's talk first fundamentally
19 exercising a franchise.  When the members are
20 involved and participate in the election process,
21 that's when we can be most effective, making sure
22 that we have FOP members, friends, and family
23 registered to vote, making sure that those members
24 and friends and family actually show up and get out
25 and vote on election day.
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1             Another aspect is -- is mobilizing the

2 membership when something happens.  Mike Weinman does

3 a great job in the General Assembly here in Ohio

4 keeping an eye on what's happening.  He is an

5 important voice, and I know there are other members,

6 Brian Steel and others in FOP leadership, that help

7 participate in those government affairs activities.

8             But when we can get the general

9 membership to make phone calls and to be activated

10 when there are committee hearings, when there is a

11 piece of legislation, when there is an actual vote on

12 those things, so one of the things we are going to

13 set up is legislative alerts that you can opt in

14 either by text or e-mail to be aware of when these

15 things are happening, so you and your friends and

16 family can get engaged and make sure that our

17 representatives understand that an issue is important

18 to the FOP, whether it passes or is defeated.

19             When we talk about the FOP brand and what

20 we can get done there, you know, we have two

21 political action committees, the FOP of Ohio PAC and

22 the Ohioans for a Safer Future PAC.  Both of those

23 political action committees are able to raise money

24 and spend money, to give contributions directly to

25 candidates, to spend money on behalf of candidates.
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1 As well, there is a political action advisory
2 committee that will be set up by President McDonald
3 and they will make those decisions on who -- who to
4 help in those elections.  That is an important way to
5 make sure that -- that legislators understand what
6 the support of the FOP is and where it matters on
7 things.
8             Another aspect of make -- making sure
9 there is accountability among elected officials is to

10 establish an elected officials hall of shame.  We
11 know -- I'm not joking about this.  We know there are
12 judges.  We know there are state legislators and
13 other elected officials, but because of their
14 actions, because of the decisions that they've made,
15 that law enforcement officers have either been put in
16 greater jeopardy or been killed because some scumbag
17 was let out on the street that didn't get prosecuted
18 or wasn't sentenced to jail for the crimes that he
19 committed.
20             And it's important that we elevate that
21 up and make people aware.  The way we are going to do
22 that is a member, a lodge, has some dirtbag elected
23 official in their area that they want to recommend
24 and nominate for the hall of shame, they can go ahead
25 and do that.  The process will be the PAC Advisory
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1 Committee will go ahead and look at those
2 recommendations and then post those folks that get
3 that horrible award to them and make sure the voters
4 know about it.  Get it out there on social media.
5 Get it out there.  It will be done in a way you can
6 go ahead and project that also at your local lodges
7 and so on.
8             When elected officials feel the pain of
9 their decisions and their actions, that's when they

10 are really having accountability on these things.  So
11 I think it's really important that having something
12 like an elected officials' hall of shame is important
13 to what we are doing.
14             The other thing that these folks
15 understand is when they lose their job.  If we can
16 focus our efforts with a political action committee
17 with everything we've got going, and we can take out
18 members of the legislature or the county-elected
19 office that are a problem for the Fraternal Order of
20 Police, that's when people will stand up and pay
21 attention.
22             And then, of course, you know, we have
23 great friends in Cindy Abrams and Phil Plummer,
24 former members of the FOP, current members, law
25 enforcement officers that are working hard, we need
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1 to get more people like that in office, and the best
2 place for us to recruit that from is some of you.
3 You are no longer on the job and you are interested
4 in running for state legislature or running for
5 county office, and I don't mean just sheriff.  I
6 mean, sheriff is an important thing, but it's
7 important that we get people that run for office in
8 the county legislature.
9             We'll help you put your campaign

10 together.  We'll help you get organized.  We'll
11 explain to you the rules.  We'll answer the questions
12 that you have.  You know, if it's something we have
13 never done before, can seem like a daunting task.
14 You just heard the story about Cindy Abrams, how she
15 started in just her township office, running for
16 office that way, moving all the way up to the Senate
17 legislature.  That's how this begins.  So the FOP
18 will provide you support for those veterans if that's
19 something you are interested in doing.
20             So success on this is ultimately going to
21 be measured by electing more friends and defeating
22 more enemies.  And so as this continues over the next
23 several months and hopefully years, we can really
24 bear the true power of FOP members and the brand in
25 making sure we have a lasting impact on politics in
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1 this state.
2             Jay, I don't know if it's appropriate for
3 any questions or anything.
4             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Questions for Bob.
5             MR. PADUCHIK:  Great.  Look forward to
6 working with you all.
7             (Applause.)
8             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So on this screen
9 where you registered your nominations is

10 protectohiopolice.com.  That's us.  That's the
11 screen.  Where it says -- when you go to that screen,
12 the button on the left, that's where you enter your
13 information or you can do it from that QR code.  You
14 are notified of legislative alerts.  We also need to
15 be able to communicate action steps to support or
16 oppose elected leaders or issues.
17             So Bob got a little ahead of me in
18 announcing the formation of a brand new Super PAC
19 called Ohioans for a Safer Future.  And we already
20 have a PAC where individuals can donate to FOP Ohio.
21 We give money to State Reps and State Senators and
22 Governor candidates and that kind of stuff.
23             So why do we need a Super PAC?  Because
24 Super PACs can take corporate dollars.  And every one
25 of your local lodges is a corporation.  So if you

Page 110

1 have a mayor's race, county prosecutor's race, if you
2 have a city council's race, or common pleas court
3 judge race that you want to weigh in as a local
4 lodge, you can write a check to Ohioans for a Safer
5 Future from your lodge checking account just like
6 State Farm or Worthington Steel writes checks to
7 Super PACs.  Your local lodge can write a check to
8 our Super PAC to express your wants and desires in
9 the political arena including for and against

10 candidates who make our lives either more dangerous
11 or more safe.
12             You have to register to vote.  We learned
13 this with Senate Bill 5.  We had 24,000 members, and
14 we had thousands and thousands of members who were
15 not registered to vote.  I didn't vote.  I don't care
16 about politics.  Well, then don't complain because
17 everything that happens to us good or bad comes
18 through our work with politicians, whether they be
19 mayors, councils, state legislatures, or Congress.
20             And we need you to run for office.  We
21 will help you.  We will help you.  We will utilize
22 the professionals that we work with, whether it's Bob
23 or Mark Weaver, to help you get your campaign going.
24             You guys have any questions about the
25 Protect Ohio Police initiative?  You will have before
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1 you tomorrow during a resolutions report a resolution
2 asking you to support the effort.  It is one thing
3 for this group to say we are going to wade in and
4 stop violence against the police.  It is another
5 thing for all of you to show your support.  And I
6 personally will urge you to support the resolution.
7             So I want to talk a little bit about the
8 National FOP legislative goals and put names to them
9 of Ohioans that have signed on.  The Public Safety

10 Employer Cooperation Act, which is collective
11 bargaining in the House, has 40 cosponsors, and the
12 only one from Ohio is Greg Landsman.  The Senate has
13 one sponsor, and neither one of our Senators has
14 signed onto this bill as of yet.
15             The Law Enforcement Officer Equity Act
16 has 29 cosponsors in the House.  Only Mike Turner is
17 on that bill.  In the Senate it has not yet been
18 introduced.
19             We told you about Protect and Serve.  I
20 told you who was not on.  This is who is on,
21 Balderson, Carey, Landsman, Miller, Rulli are on.
22 Mike Turner's office called and told me they were
23 signing on but as of Thursday have not yet done so.
24 Maybe they did Friday, Saturday, Sunday.  18
25 cosponsors in the Senate including both Moreno and
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1 Husted.
2             The LEOSA Reform Act has passed the
3 House.  Here is who voted yes:  Balderson, Carey,
4 Davidson, Jordan, Joyce, Kaptur, Landsman, Latta,
5 Miller, Sykes, Turner, Wenstrup.  Ohioans who voted
6 no:  Beatty, Brown, and Sykes.  It's in the Senate.
7 Moreno and Husted have not yet signed on but both
8 have told me they were.
9             The HELPER Act, which is like a V.A. home

10 loan program but for police, fire, and teachers.  In
11 the House 71 cosponsors, Shontel Brown, Sykes,
12 Turner.  In the Senate neither -- it has 18 sponsors.
13 Neither one of them have signed onto the bill,
14 neither Moreno or Husted.
15             Maybe.  Is this going to play?
16             (Video played.)
17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So in the wake of
18 the Thin Blue Line fiasco, we went looking for a new
19 lead sponsor for Medicare 55.  Congressman Greg
20 Landsman answered the call and has committed to
21 introducing the bill.  I am going to talk more about
22 Thin Blue Line later in the agenda.  But this is the
23 answer to retired health care.  This is the answer to
24 retired health care.
25             Lastly -- not lastly, there is a lot of
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1 familiar faces in the audience, and you all know
2 there would not be a Jay McDonald report without me
3 talking to you about a tax on worker rights.  Senate
4 Bill 1 passed and signed by the Governor.  Introduced
5 by Senator Jerry Cirino from Lake County.  They call
6 it an anti-vote bill that deals with colleges and
7 universities.  We don't have a dog in that fight but
8 what it also does is eliminates tenure, eliminates
9 the right to strike at the universities, eliminates

10 what they are even allowed to ask for at the contract
11 table.  Serious anti-union predictions in Senate Bill
12 1.
13             Senate Bill 8 from Senator Huffman from
14 Tipp City eliminates the release time for public
15 employee unions and makes it have criminal penalties
16 if you engage in undefined political activity if you
17 are on release time.  Does that mean calling out the
18 mayor for not supporting the cops?  Is that
19 political?  Hopefully we will never find out.
20             In West Virginia, they have eliminated
21 civil service protections for state employees.  The
22 federal government has eliminated collective
23 bargaining from thousands upon thousands of career
24 employees.
25             And in Utah, they have done a complete
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1 repeal of public employee collective bargaining,
2 their own version of Senate Bill 5.  Luckily for the
3 people of Utah they have the same referendum rights
4 that we have and have already gathered enough
5 signatures to put this on the ballot.  And I have
6 been in contact with the Utah FOP President Kevin
7 Murray offering our help.  And when they call, I am
8 positive we will answer because when we were in our
9 fight, people came from across the country to help

10 us.  And I am confident we will return that favor
11 when asked of us.
12             You see many states are still messing
13 around with public employee collective bargaining.
14 In our state budget they eliminated the teachers'
15 right to bid assignments by seniority in the
16 conference committee without any hearings, without
17 any discussion, wasn't heard in the House or the
18 Senate.  Gone.  You see a lot of states start to
19 split away unions from the rest of organized labor by
20 exempting the public safety workers from these
21 onerous bills that attack public safety -- yeah,
22 public employee collective bargaining.
23             And I am glad that our members across the
24 country were sometimes spared from the harmful impact
25 of these anti-union bills.  Hear me when I say these
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1 exemptions are a slippery slope, and eventually we
2 will be out on that limb all alone.  We will be out
3 on that limb all alone.
4             When I came to you last year, I told you
5 I wanted to be your State president again.  I told
6 you I would be more active.  I think we've done that.
7 We have been all across this country and in every
8 district from polar bear plunges in Cleveland to
9 awards dinners in Cincinnati, meetings and memorials

10 and funerals in between.
11             I told you we would be more aggressive.
12 We have stood up and spoken out on your behalf in
13 city councils and in the Statehouse and in the media.
14 We've defeated GoFundMe when they put up fundraisers
15 for the murderer of Deputy Larry Henderson.  And we
16 started a Protect Ohio Police initiative.
17             We told you we would be more
18 communicative, and we've done that in spades through
19 video updates, newsletters, and e-mails, to social
20 media, and traditional media.  In fact, our Facebook
21 reach is up 93.7 percent this year over the same time
22 the preceding year.  We started having districtwide
23 Zoom meetings to let the members know about Social
24 Security and our pension bills.  And I have given my
25 phone number out to thousands of you.  And here it
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1 comes again.  My phone number is (740) 225-0849.  And
2 if you have an idea, a question, a concern,
3 complaint, call me and I will answer.  (740)
4 225-0849.  Because I am on this Board to serve you.
5             I want to close by thanking the members
6 of this Board.  I am beyond grateful that you as
7 voters gave me this Board to work alongside because
8 we all know -- we all know that this is not a one-man
9 operation, no lodge is, including the FOP of Ohio.

10             I want to thank you for the staff that
11 you allow us to employ to work on your behalf.  You
12 saw how great our staff is.
13             But the most important job in the FOP,
14 the hardest job in the FOP is not mine.  It's not
15 President Yoes'.  It's the work of the local lodge
16 leader who stands up, speaks out on behalf of the
17 member, pushing a cruiser in the middle of the night,
18 who stands up and speaks out for better wages,
19 benefits, and terms and conditions of employment for
20 cops who are underpaid, who walks into the grievance
21 hearing to protect the Brother and Sister who is
22 doing the best they could to serve their community.
23             Those are the hard jobs.  Those are the
24 most important jobs in the Fraternal Order of Police
25 and those are the jobs done by you, not by us, not by
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1 the National Board.  They are the jobs done by you.
2 And that is why this is the strongest organization of
3 law enforcement officers in the country, because of
4 the leadership of people like you.
5             And with that, Brothers and Sisters, I
6 stand for questions.  Seeing and hearing none, I will
7 call on Vice President Assion.
8                         - - -
9         VICE PRESIDENT TJ ASSION - PERS UPDATE

10             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  Good afternoon,
11 Brothers and Sisters.  First, thank you to Ken Kober,
12 President Kober, Trustee Halusek, and all of Queen
13 City for putting this whole thing together.  You guys
14 are fantastic and always very welcoming to me and
15 everyone else, and it's just greatly appreciated so
16 thank you again.
17             One of the things we had talked about
18 doing, and we spent a whole year doing it, and I have
19 to give credit to Aaron Crawford from our staff at
20 the State FOP, we have updated our state website.  It
21 is now cleaner looking.  It is a lot easier to
22 navigate.  It's split up into sections, FOP,
23 specifically Labor Council, FOPA, the Auxiliary.  And
24 all of the lodge meetings I have attended the past
25 year, I would state again in front of all of you, if
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1 you haven't done it already, go onto the site,
2 register in the members only section.  This site is
3 constantly updated with real-time information and
4 this is the fastest way to get this information.
5             We also have a smartphone app that's
6 directly connected to the website.  I encourage you
7 to download that app too because you will get instant
8 notifications sent by text message with pertinent
9 information coming from the state lodge.

10             I am going to jump right into PERS trying
11 to save some time.  The funding levels are just fine.
12 Current assets at the beginning of this year are a
13 little over $107 billion.  It's currently funded at
14 83 percent, and its amortization rate is 15 years.
15 So it's doing just fine.
16             The Health Care Trust is a little over --
17 excuse me, just under 13 billion, and it's funded at
18 119 percent for 25 years.  And a lot of people don't
19 know this, I just learned this in the past year, but
20 the OPERS Board basically has total oversight of the
21 deferred compensation, and I know many of you are in
22 deferred comp.  I am.  Right now, the deferred
23 compensation has over 277,000 people participating in
24 the program with total assets of just under
25 $22 billion.  Deferred comp. is doing very good as
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1 well.
2             We are still trying to get DROP for the
3 law enforcement officers that are in OPERS, and it is
4 a fight.  The biggest fight is the PERS Board
5 themselves.  They don't want to give it to us.  They
6 don't want to give anything to law enforcement that
7 they can't give to the other members of that
8 retirement system.
9             We have a House Bill in place, House Bill

10 73.  Representatives Kevin Miller and Thomas Hall
11 introduced that bill.  It's already had sponsorship
12 testimony in committee.  President McDonald, myself,
13 and Mike Weinman had a meeting with Senator Lou
14 Blessing out of Colerain, and he has agreed to write
15 a companion bill in the Senate.  However, we are
16 waiting for that to drop hopefully here in the next
17 couple of months when the Senate reconvenes.
18             Earlier this year we were trying to get
19 the members from Columbus State and Cincinnati State
20 Community College who are in SERS moved over to
21 OPERS.  And this has not gone very smoothly at all.
22 There are a lot of roadblocks in the way.
23             The service credit time issue that we've
24 been constantly fighting, police and fire, versus
25 OPERS, it exists the same way with SERS.  So it
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1 affects your years of service.  It affects service
2 level contributions which, in turn, according to the
3 Pension Board, the individual ones affect the overall
4 performance of the pensions and how they are funded
5 and all of that is going to have to get done through
6 legislation.
7             With that, with PERS, the county employee
8 trustee seat on the PERS Executive Board is up for
9 election this year, and I am running.  So if you work

10 for a county sheriff's office, you are in this room,
11 and you are willing to sign a petition, my guys are
12 right over there in the back, and I would be
13 extremely grateful if you could go over and put your
14 name on that petition for my nomination.
15             I need 500 signatures minimum.  They have
16 to be represented by 10 different counties, and they
17 give you 20 signatures from the county.  I have got a
18 lot of support already.  I have petitions out in a
19 lot of different sheriff's offices throughout the
20 state.  I have received a lot of them back.  We will
21 have more going out this week, but I do have to have
22 them in my hands by July 27 because that gives me
23 time to get everything notarized and write a bio
24 about myself and then get everything down to PERS
25 before we leave for Miami because there is a deadline
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1 on when all these nominating petitions have to be in.
2             And the last thing that I want to talk to
3 you guys about, and I think it's important that we
4 have an understanding, it's not really a threat right
5 now, but I know all of you have heard that it is
6 going on and that is the issue with qualified
7 immunity.  So I kind of did a deep dive into it, and
8 I'll give you a real crash course on it.
9             I believe it's important that we all have

10 the basic knowledge about what qualified immunity is.
11 We talk about it all the time.  Qualified --
12 qualified immunity is not listed anywhere in the Ohio
13 Constitution.  Qualified immunity is a Supreme Court
14 doctrine, and it came out in 1967, Supreme Court case
15 Pierson versus Ray.  During that case what happened
16 there were some white and black clergymen that were
17 protesting in Jackson, Mississippi, and they went
18 into a whites only waiting area in the bus terminal
19 down there.  And they refused to disperse, and the
20 police officers in Jackson arrested them based on the
21 disturbing the peace law that was on the books in
22 Mississippi at that time.
23             Now, down the road that law was found to
24 be unconstitutional and so the clergymen sued those
25 police officers for civil rights violations and the
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1 case made it all the way to the Supreme Court.  And
2 the Supreme Court ruled that those officers acted
3 with good faith due to probable cause because at the
4 time they arrested those clergymen that law was still
5 battling on the books in Mississippi.
6             It wasn't until later when it was ruled
7 unconstitutional.  But because they acted with
8 probable cause and in good faith, they were given
9 what the Supreme Court determined to be qualified

10 immunity.  So that's where that Supreme Court
11 doctrine comes from.
12             It was modified in 1982 from a good faith
13 standard to an objective one where government
14 officials are immune from liability unless they
15 violated clearly established statutory or
16 constitutional rights which a reasonable person would
17 have known.  Now, if you would like a clear
18 definition on that, Bob Meter is right out here.
19             Bob, again, thank you, you and Deirdre
20 yesterday, jumped ship here a little bit, the
21 training was excellent so thank you so much for that.
22 Article 1 in the Ohio Constitution basically spells
23 out the same kind of rights we are given under the
24 Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution.  This
25 proposed ballot language would add an amendment to
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1 the Ohio Constitution and here are just some of the
2 fun things that it would do.  It would affect close
3 to 800,000 public employees throughout the state of
4 Ohio.  Essentially what it does is it creates
5 qualified immunity for all of us and then in the very
6 same instance takes it away from us in the Ohio
7 Constitution.
8             It would allow plaintiffs to sue us in
9 state courts.  It creates a standard of strict

10 liability which equals basically guaranteed lawsuits.
11 There would be no need for the plaintiffs to prove
12 negligence or intent.  The person who is suing us,
13 not our right, the person who is suing us gets to
14 pick whether the case will go in front of a jury or a
15 judge.  We would lose that right if it goes down.
16 There would be no cap on damages at all including
17 legal fees and attorney fees which our employers
18 would have to pay.  So it's going to force the local
19 jurisdiction into massive legal fee -- legal bills.
20 Insurance carriers would probably drop us.
21             And Gwen can speak a little more to this.
22 That happened to us up in Ashtabula.  Officer who was
23 involved in a couple of officer-involved shootings,
24 they were all clean shoots, he was cleared, but the
25 insurance carrier said we are not going to insure you
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1 any more as long as this officer is still on the
2 street.
3             And then the statute of limitations for
4 these goes from two years to six months so it's -- I
5 am telling you this because I want you to understand
6 a little bit about the history, where it comes from,
7 what it is.  There is a bill in the U.S. Senate right
8 now, Senate Bill 122, that is the National Qualified
9 Immunity Act.  This morning before you got up on the

10 stage here, I asked Senator Moreno, please, we need
11 to get this passed.
12             And then just some of the groups that are
13 behind this, and I will let President McDonald speak
14 a little bit more, but groups on both sides of the
15 fringe.  You have got Americans for Prosperity, and
16 then you have also got Black Lives Matter and Antifa
17 who is actively supporting this ballot issue.
18             Everything else has been reduced to
19 writing, and it's in the Delegate Handbook.  Please
20 scan your QR Code and I will stand for any questions.
21 Thank you, sir.
22             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  All right.  So I am
23 going to talk to you about what we're doing about
24 qualified immunity.  This thing on the right in red
25 has been going around social media.  I reached out to
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1 our political team and said, hey, should we create an
2 FOP-branded decline to sign?  And I thought that
3 would be a no-brainer.  They are like absolutely not
4 because here is where the people that are pushing
5 this are, they have no political muscle.  The
6 Democrats don't support them.  The Republicans don't
7 support them.  The unions don't support them.  It
8 doesn't mean somebody on the far right or far left
9 won't parachute in and give them some money.  Right

10 now they don't have any money.  They have yet to file
11 a campaign finance report which means they haven't
12 raised any money.
13             They have recently sent out an e-mail
14 blast and social media blast saying we lost all your
15 e-mail addresses.  Could you send them to us again,
16 please?  We are watching.  They have hired in the
17 state of Ohio where they had need to hire -- or
18 obtain 440,000 signatures, they have hired two
19 signature backers.
20             They had one guy at the Doo Dah Parade
21 collecting signatures in Columbus who the people we
22 had watching them said he wasn't doing anything.  He
23 was sitting there doo dahing, yes.  They did not find
24 them at the No Kings Rally.  They did not find them
25 at other places where you would think people might be
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1 willing to sign, right?  So I was told to not give
2 them any oxygen and draw attention to them.
3             And Mike, I had Mike organize a meeting
4 of interested stakeholders, and this is where
5 politics get weird, right?  Because who do you think
6 is on our side in a qualified immunity fight?  The
7 people who fight against us for our pensions.  The
8 mayors, the Municipal League, the County Commissioner
9 Association, the Township Association, all of those

10 people are impacted by this.
11             Imagine if you are a city councilman,
12 people come and say there is traffic crashes on the
13 street and you are going to put up a stop sign.
14 Well, you can be sued if some harm comes from that
15 stop sign or doesn't.  You want a stop sign, they
16 don't give you one, and somebody gets hurt.  You can
17 be sued.
18             All those people are in this, just not
19 the cops.  But we also have our union Brothers and
20 Sisters from SEIU to the firefighters who are opposed
21 to qualified immunity.  So there would be a big
22 organization in opposition.  And here is what I asked
23 all of these stakeholders when we just met, start
24 getting ready.  Start getting people registered to
25 vote.  Start building their e-mail and cell phone
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1 database.  Check your bank because we may have to pay
2 a lot of money.  But the coalition will be broad.
3 But if I had to bet today whether they are on the
4 ballot in 2026, I would bet they are not.  My opinion
5 might change, but as I stand here today, I would bet,
6 no, that they do not make the ballot because of all
7 the other things that are trying to get on the
8 ballot.
9             They are trying to do an equal rights

10 amendment that would put into the Ohio Constitution
11 legalizing same sex marriage.  They want to put that
12 in.  They are trying that.  They are trying to appeal
13 the Senate Bill 1 I talked about earlier.  And then
14 there is talk about repealing all property taxes
15 trying to get on the ballot, plus every statewide
16 political office, Jon Husted's seat, and some Supreme
17 Court seats.
18             So there's a lot of people vying for that
19 political oxygen and these people are not right now
20 well positioned to get their fair share.
21             Anybody got questions about what we are
22 doing and how we are getting ready for qualified
23 immunity?
24             Brother Toyeas.
25             TREASURER TOYEAS:  I would like to make a
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1 motion that we endorse TJ for the county employees'
2 trustee's seat on OPERS Executive Board.
3             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion made by
4 Brother Toyeas.  Seconded by Brother Toth.
5             Under discussion.  Seeing and hearing
6 none, all those in favor of the motion, signify by
7 saying aye.  Opposed say nay.  Motion passes
8 unanimously.  Thank you.
9             (Vote taken; motion passed.)

10                         - - -
11                SECRETARY TRAVIS PARKER
12             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Brother Parker.
13             SECRETARY PARKER:  Thank you,
14 Mr. President.  First, I want to thank the Conference
15 Chair Jon Halusek, Lodge 69, Ken Kober, and the
16 District for hosting this conference.
17             Yesterday was a great day.  And I enjoyed
18 the dinner and hospitality and watched many of you
19 enjoy yourselves out there as well.  A couple of you
20 a little too much from my District, but I know
21 tonight we look forward to another hospitality and
22 good times.
23             We hosted the lodge conference last year,
24 and I know how much work goes into that so thank you
25 all from the Ninth District for giving all of your
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1 time and energy so we can have this productive
2 conference and good time.
3             So this past year, my first year as
4 Secretary of the Ohio State Lodge, has been very busy
5 and traveled around the state, many different local
6 meetings and events and great pleasure of mine.
7             Last year when I met with many of you,
8 when I campaigned, I promised you, if elected, I
9 would work every day from the State FOP office in

10 Columbus on your behalf.  I have done exactly that.
11 It has allowed me to handle the Secretary duties of
12 our lodge.  I work side by side with our staff.  It's
13 also allowed me to be on hand to go over to the
14 Statehouse to meet with legislators on our issues,
15 provide testimony on bills, and jump in on other
16 projects like coordinating our lobby days last fall
17 and this spring where we scheduled over 100 meetings
18 with our State Representatives and the Senators.
19             Speaking of our lobby days, lobbying
20 efforts, earlier today President Yoes was discussing
21 the Social Security Fairness Act.  He talked about
22 the impact that all of your calls and e-mails from
23 our membership all around this country had on moving
24 that bill forward and passing the bill to work for 40
25 years.  And I just want to make sure you guys
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1 remember that because as we continue to make this
2 push on our current bills in the Statehouse like our
3 Police and Fire Pension bill asking for employer
4 contributions, you are going to get e-mails from us
5 asking for you to make contact with Senators and
6 Representatives.  And I can't stress the importance
7 of not only you in this room doing it as our local
8 lodge leaders but you getting the people from your
9 lodges, your membership to do the same thing.  Those

10 calls make an impact and will move nos to yeses when
11 they start getting that pressure of people in their
12 district that want them to pass a bill.  That's how
13 we are going to be ultimately successful in our
14 getting our legislation passed in Ohio.
15             I also spoke with you about I would be
16 going down there to work with the staff to make the
17 Ohio FOP more efficient and effective.  We have great
18 staff.  They do a great job but there is also new
19 things you can look at and do.  We have updated the
20 resource manual for the State Board.  We began online
21 bill paying for the Ohio FOP.
22             And as you notice for this conference, we
23 posted the conference minutes and the conference book
24 online instead of mailing those out to each lodge.
25 This allows us to save money on postage.  Most
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1 importantly it allows those things to be available
2 quickly and to everybody in the Ohio FOP at just a
3 click of our website.
4             So constantly looking for new things to
5 do and I want to thank the staff who are being very
6 good to work with when we looked at talking about
7 making some changes of things -- things that we can
8 do differently, and they have been awesome to work
9 with.  So I want to thank them, especially local

10 lodge leaders, especially Presidents and Secretaries
11 in the room.
12             Make sure you have a good nonwork e-mail
13 and cell phone on file with the State FOP.  That's
14 really for all members but it's imperative for local
15 Presidents and Secretaries.  We get important
16 information that we need to contact you about that
17 comes to our attention.  Some of those types of
18 things are notifications from the National FOP.  They
19 will contact myself at the state.  They might just
20 have some IRS issues for tax compliance that are easy
21 to fix if you are made aware of them.
22             And I at times am getting e-mails kicked
23 back and not able to get ahold of the roster of --
24 the local lodge leaders so please get your e-mails on
25 file.  Reach out to me.  You can call the State

Page 132

1 office for me or my e-mail is tparker@fopohio.org,
2 and I will take care of you getting those updated if
3 you don't have good ones in the system.
4             In a couple weeks we are going to the
5 National Conference in Miami, August 2 through 8.  We
6 do have a block of rooms that are still available
7 until July 21.  So if you have not booked a room but
8 are planning to go to Miami now, please make sure you
9 book that room at the Marriott Biscayne Bay by

10 July 21.  If you need a link to that, please see me
11 afterwards.  I will get you the link.
12             Secretary Holderfield discussed a little
13 bit about the National FOP switching to a new
14 database system, so Denise Young and I have had
15 access to help beta test it a little bit.  It is kind
16 of a different look and different things -- different
17 species, so if you are a Secretary or you have office
18 staff at your lodge, depending on which one you have,
19 there is going to be a lot to learn.  We are all
20 going to be learning it together.
21             And I have spoken to Secretary
22 Holderfield, so when we figure out what kind of
23 training, is it going to be online or in person or
24 whatever, we will work to get that information out.
25 And if you are having any problems with that, I



89th FOP Conference Volume I

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

34 (Pages 133 to 136)

Page 133

1 imagine there will definitely be problems, please

2 reach out to me and I will assist you in getting

3 solutions to your problems with that database system.

4 It will definitely be a learning process for all of

5 us.

6             And, lastly, I want to thank the Ohio FOP

7 staff, Denise Young, Peggy, Diane, Aaron, Rob,

8 Deirdre, Georgette, Mike Weinman for their help and

9 assistance.  I have had a lot to learn and I have

10 gone to all of them over this past year and I have

11 had a lot of questions and they have spent time

12 answering my questions and giving me the assistance

13 needed so that I can do my job.

14             If I can be of assistance to any of you,

15 please do not hesitate to reach out to me with that.

16             Mr. President, I will stand for any

17 questions.

18             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Brother Parker,

19 questions for Brother Parker?

20                         - - -

21       TREASURER AND NATIONAL TRUSTEE GREG TOYEAS

22             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  State

23 Treasurer/National Trustee Toyeas.

24             TREASURER TOYEAS:  Thank you,

25 Mr. President.  Welcome to Cincinnati, everybody.  I
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1 hope you all enjoyed the barbecue last night and
2 tonight's Taste of Cincinnati.  Awesome event, I
3 believe.
4             Our investments, as mentioned, are
5 continuing to grow.  We have four different CDs which
6 are based as three months, six months, nine months,
7 one year.  If we need to get to the money quickly, we
8 are able to with minimal risk of penalties.  We have
9 made it so none of our accounts have more than

10 $250,000 so everything is FDIC insured, and our
11 budget is still operating in the black.
12             I continue -- with the Trustee I continue
13 to follow what Shaun Laird did and send out our
14 monthly meeting notes adding an e-mail with the
15 important facts discussed.  If you are not receiving
16 them, please get ahold of myself with a personal
17 e-mail address.  I can't -- just like the others they
18 get returned.
19             If you have suggestions for me or
20 comments, I would gladly take them.  I appreciate all
21 the feedback I have gotten from everybody so thank
22 you very much.  If you need anything at all, don't
23 hesitate to reach out to any of us at Queen City.
24             Thank you for your continued support.  I
25 look forward to seeing everybody in Miami in three

Page 135

1 weeks.

2             And I was told mind the five Bs, be

3 brief, Brother.  Be brief.  So thank you.

4             (Applause.)

5             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  Are there any

6 questions for Treasurer Toyeas?

7                         - - -

8            2ND VICE PRESIDENT BILL SARINGER

9             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  2nd Vice

10 President Bill Saringer.

11             2ND VICE PRESIDENT SARINGER:  Thank you,

12 Brother Vice President.

13             Brothers, Sisters, welcome to the 89th

14 Annual FOP Conference, and I would like to thank

15 Brother Halusek, JJ Grumpy, the King; President Ken

16 Kober; the whole Queen City Lodge 69 for the awesome

17 hospitality the last few days, and I am sure tonight

18 will be no different.

19             I am going to be pretty brief because I

20 know everybody is getting ready to get out of here

21 today.  My Constitution/Bylaws report will be

22 deferred until tomorrow.

23             I just have a few bullet points to hit as

24 far as stuff that happened this year.  First and

25 foremost, as my report in this book states, Protect
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1 Ohio Police initiative, every one of us in this room
2 has the ability to do exactly what we did for Social
3 Security and what -- that's exactly what we need to
4 do for the Police Ohio -- Protect Ohio Police
5 initiative.  I can't stress that enough.
6             Brother Dewey Stokes has always said
7 follow the money, and if anybody has, Brother Walling
8 over there, I thought he was going to interfere with
9 Aaron Crawford's PowerPoint show there.  But anyways

10 has anybody been to a city council meeting in their
11 local municipalities, townships, anything?  I
12 appreciate everyone that has, but these politicians
13 aren't afraid to do anything until you show up.
14             Western Cuyahoga Lodge 25, we stripped
15 five politicians' endorsements because they failed to
16 do something they promised to do.  Talk about --
17 talking about our brand, it is huge.  Everybody wants
18 the FOP endorsement.
19             But when push comes to shove, they don't
20 want to follow through on their promises.  We have to
21 continue to tell these politicians step up to the
22 plate or strip their endorsements.  Go to a council
23 meeting.  When they tried to pull North Olmsted's
24 dispatch, we filled up the council chambers, and
25 every single council member, including the mayor,
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1 about pooped their pants.  It's unreal what numbers
2 can do in a controlled forum.  So just be involved in
3 your city council meetings, township meetings, and
4 hold their feet to the fire.
5             I can go on and on and talk about this
6 because it's -- it's aggravating, as I am sure all
7 Presidents and leaders get aggravated, because of
8 nonsense that we see today day in and day out, and it
9 doesn't stop.  It's not going to stop until we

10 continue to hold their feet to the fire.
11             The only other thing I want to say is
12 lobby day, what a great opportunity.  Great
13 opportunity.  For anyone who has never been down to
14 Columbus, get involved because that's a day where you
15 can ask all the questions of politicians, and they
16 have to answer them.  If they don't, you have all the
17 answers that you need.  So if you have not ever
18 attended a lobby day, it's a great opportunity to ask
19 the difficult questions.  And I appreciate the FOP
20 and the Board for doing everything they did to
21 organize that this year.
22             What else did I want to say?  I serve at
23 the pleasure and the request of the entire Board.
24 I'm proud to be on his Executive Board.  As President
25 Yoes has said and all the National leaders, I just
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1 can't wait to see what we are going to accomplish

2 next, and I would even take it a step further.

3 Let's -- on this Protect Ohio Police initiative,

4 let's start putting the mayors on there because I had

5 two mayors pull me aside, help me understand why the

6 police want us to raise the 19 percent to 24 percent

7 for the pension.  It's not like you guys -- I can

8 understand the firemen.  They don't have DROP.  You

9 guys have DROP.  I'm like who the hell is informing

10 you that firemen don't have DROP?  That's just the

11 mentality of some of these politicians.  So let's put

12 the mayors on this list who don't sign onto that.

13             I will stand for any questions.

14             (Applause.)

15             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Fired up Billy is my

16 favorite Billy.

17                         - - -

18            SERGEANT AT ARMS SHARI ROBERTSON

19             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Sergeant at Arms

20 Shari Robertson.

21             SERGEANT AT ARMS ROBERTSON:  Thank you,

22 President McDonald.  Hard to follow that.  My hair

23 does not look near as good as his.

24             Welcome, Brothers and Sisters.  It's been

25 a busy year.  Man, but it's been productive.  Since
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1 we last met, President McDonald, Vice President
2 Assion, has kept myself and the rest of the Board
3 very busy as you have heard already throughout the
4 rest of the day, so I am not going to belabor a lot
5 of that right now.
6             But I would tell you that working at the
7 Statehouse, and segueing off of what Billy just said,
8 it is so important to be there.  I've probably been
9 there at least five times, if not six since I have

10 gotten really involved with the FOP at my local lodge
11 and the state.  And recently we did the mini lobby
12 day.  And we go there, and we talk to these
13 Legislators and Senators.  Most of the time we will
14 get their assistants, their interns.  And we got this
15 one, and she was asking us -- talking about the fair
16 share and, of course, what's the big drawback on
17 that, that the cities can't afford it, that if they
18 pay us more pension, it's going to take away from
19 staffing and going to take away from pay raises and
20 time when we're fighting for law enforcement officers
21 in our departments and our cities.
22             And I looked at her, tell me when it's
23 going to be a good time.  Five months from now?  Five
24 years from now?  You know, when is this going to be
25 made right?  And she actually contemplated for a
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1 minute.  I don't know if it made any difference, but
2 I can tell you if you have an opportunity to
3 represent the Brothers and Sisters by volunteering on
4 these days, please go.  It's enlightening to see it.
5 It's enlightening to talk to some of these people.
6             On another note we've been busy with
7 CIRS.  As you know, I am the CIRS Chairman.  I am
8 going to defer that report to Deirdre DeLong
9 tomorrow, and she will talk about that, but I will

10 tell you it's been busy.  Those of you who attended
11 the new CPT certified training -- is there people who
12 attended that?  Did you enjoy it?  I would like to
13 give Deirdre a round of applause.  I don't know if
14 she's in here, but she always thinks she does a
15 horrible job.  And I can tell you she is probably one
16 of the best instructors I have seen and always very
17 nice to have her up there doing her thing because
18 there is no one more knowledgeable other than maybe
19 Bill.  She's definitely his protege.
20             Okay.  How many of you have seen this
21 flyer earlier at your table, Women in Law Enforcement
22 Training?  So one of the things we wanted to do --
23 with COVID our annual training that we had started
24 kind of got sidetracked.  And I ended up talking with
25 President McDonald, with Secretary Parker, along with
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1 Tracey Susana, District Trustee -- or District 3
2 Trustee about, hey, what can we do to get back to the
3 training for the women in law enforcement?  We do
4 face unique challenges, and we wanted to bring this
5 back, not so much here at the conference and the
6 networking.  We really wanted to reach the statewide,
7 wanted to go back to training.
8             So by working with Gwen Callender and
9 Jess and Denise and some help from Dan Ozbolt, we

10 were able to start putting this together.  We feel
11 like we have a really good training for our Sisters
12 here in the state.  And we are looking forward to
13 that, and I want to thank Cap City 9.  They have
14 offered their lodge for that training which they had
15 done in the past several years ago, I know when I
16 attended, and we appreciate that.
17             As CIRS Chairperson, I have had the
18 privilege to also work with the Ohio Labor Council
19 with officer-involved shooting trainings.  Very well
20 attended.  And I want to say a special thanks, I
21 think we should all give a round of applause to Gwen
22 and Dan Ozbolt and the rest of the team for putting
23 that together.
24             (Applause.)
25             SERGEANT AT ARMS ROBERTSON:  That
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1 training is phenomenal.  And everywhere they go it's
2 just very well attended.
3             I want to say that we must work together
4 to find solutions to improve upon the current
5 conditions that our membership faces on a daily
6 basis.  We are their voice, and we must find a way to
7 make sure it's heard to facilitate positive change.
8             And I think we are well on our way with
9 all these initiatives we have heard about today.  We

10 must focus on ways to work to find better outcomes
11 for our members serving their communities.  I am more
12 than proud of the Brothers and Sisters for their
13 continued dedication to their communities and each
14 other as you continue to face unprecedented scrutiny
15 and false narratives.
16             I look forward to working with the staff,
17 FOP Board, and members to find ways to improve upon
18 current conditions of law enforcement in Ohio, and I
19 can honestly say I feel like that tide is finally
20 starting to turn after about five years of this being
21 crushed.
22             In closing I want to thank our door
23 guards, those of you who volunteer, those of you who
24 were volunteered.  I appreciate it.  The new blue
25 vests, I want to thank Denise and Peggy for those.
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1 We appreciate that.

2             I also want to thank and express my

3 gratitude to FOP Trustee Jon "JJ Grumpy" Halusek and

4 my District 9 Brothers and Sisters for all their hard

5 work in today's conference and this week's

6 conference, as well as District 5 members, the FOP

7 Trustee Jeff Spires for allowing us to have it out

8 here in Sharonville.

9             And I really think that's pretty much all

10 I have, Mr. President.  I will stand for questions.

11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Questions for Shari?

12                         - - -

13          IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT GARY WOLSKE

14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Past President

15 Wolske.

16             IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT WOLSKE:  Good

17 afternoon, everybody.  A couple things real quick.

18 First a sad note, those of you who enjoy seeing Bill

19 Saringer's hair pictures on Facebook from the

20 Cleveland stadium will no longer see those.  Bill has

21 decided to retire from that endeavor, so I will have

22 to find another way.  I know he will still be going

23 to the games, so I'll have to hunt him down and take

24 some pictures so.  But I know that's always the

25 highlight of Bill's Sunday when I put that stuff on
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1 there.

2             The only other thing I have, of course,

3 thanks to President Kober and Jon.  I won't call you

4 Grumpy because I like you too much.  But you guys did

5 a great job so far.  I am sure we will continue on

6 through this evening.

7             And if anybody has any questions, I'll be

8 around.  Take care.

9             (Applause.)

10                         - - -

11              CHIEF COUNSEL GWEN CALLENDAR

12             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Our Chief Counsel

13 Gwen Callendar and our Assistant Chief Counsel Jess

14 Franken.

15             CHIEF COUNSEL CALLENDAR:  Good afternoon,

16 everyone.  Jess and I put together this report.  I am

17 going to be delivering it since this is her first

18 conference, and I didn't want to make too much -- we

19 want her to come back year after year.

20             So I am going to talk about a U.S.

21 Supreme Court case that was decided in the past year,

22 what's going on at the Ohio Supreme Court, and a

23 couple issues that President McDonald asked me to

24 address.

25             So starting with the U.S. Supreme Court,
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1 36 years ago the United States Supreme Court decided
2 a landmark case of Graham versus Connor.  I hope most
3 of you are familiar with that case because that case
4 set the legal standard for evaluating claims of
5 excessive force under the Fourth Amendment, and the
6 standard was and has been objective reasonableness.
7             This year another case went up to the
8 Ohio Supreme Court called Barnes Versus Felix.  And
9 the facts of that case occurred in 2016.  That's how

10 long it takes these cases to work their way through
11 the court system.  And it was in Texas.  Officer
12 Felix pulled over Barnes for unpaid tolls near
13 Houston.  Barnes was moving around in the car.  He
14 had turned the ignition off, and then he turned it
15 back on, started to take off.  Officer Felix kind of
16 stood in the sill area of the car.  Fired two shots,
17 it all occurred in less than 5 seconds, and he killed
18 Barnes.
19             And Barnes' estate sued for excessive
20 force, and it went to the lower courts.  Granted
21 summary judgment for the officer but instead of
22 applying the Graham standard, they applied the moment
23 of threat rule which looks only at whether the
24 officer was in danger at the exact moment that the
25 deadly force was used, ignoring all of the events
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1 that led up to the officer's decision to use deadly
2 force.
3             Now, I know you can imagine how
4 detrimental that would be had that stayed as the law
5 in the Fifth Circuit.  And so this case was then
6 appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, and the U.S.
7 Supreme Court in a majority opinion for the unanimous
8 court, Justice Elena Kagan actually wrote the
9 decision rejecting the Fifth Circuit's Moment of

10 Threat Doctrine as too narrow.  She held the Fourth
11 Amendment excessive force claim must be judged based
12 on the totality of the circumstances, not just the
13 final 2 or 5 seconds that led to the decision to use
14 deadly force.
15             And she based that objective reasonable
16 standard on Graham versus Connor, Tennessee versus
17 Garner, the longstanding precedent that had been in
18 place up until the Fifth Circuit decided to use that
19 Moment of Threat Doctrine.  And what she wrote was
20 that this was a very fact intensive inquiry where
21 what is considered in this case is severity of the
22 offense, whether the suspect posed a threat, whether
23 the suspect was actively resisting or attempting to
24 flee, and any prior events that shaped the officer's
25 perception.  And I know, having been involved in
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1 officers who have used deadly force, it is critically

2 important that officers articulate what led them to

3 use deadly force.  And if you were limited to just

4 the Moment of Threat, that could be a very dangerous

5 precedent.

6             So I want to make a shout out, and this

7 is really important, I -- I want to give credit

8 because, you know, sometimes I think questions are,

9 well, why -- we pay dues to the National, we pay dues

10 to the State, we pay dues to our local lodges.  And

11 in this case I want to read a portion that Justice

12 Cavanaugh wrote in his concurring opinion.  And what

13 he wrote was even for routine traffic violations,

14 traffic stops are fraught with danger to police

15 officers.  An inordinate risk confronts an officer as

16 he approaches a person seated in an automobile.  That

17 is, in part, because officers operate at a tactical

18 disadvantage when approaching an unknown vehicle with

19 limited visibility and unpredictable threats.  Brief

20 for National Fraternal Order of Police as Amicus

21 Curiae.

22             Justice Cavanaugh took the argument that

23 the National FOP wrote in its amicus brief to the

24 Supreme Court and put it in his concurring opinion.

25 And I want to give credit to my friend and colleague

Page 148

1 Chris Reeve who is Associate General Counsel for the
2 National FOP who wrote that brief along with Larry
3 James.  And I can't emphasize enough how critically
4 important it is we understand the impact that the
5 legal team at the National level makes when it comes
6 to these cases.  They are monitoring them.  I am on
7 an e-mail string that Larry James has in place where
8 we are constantly getting updated but to have your --
9 your words that you have written to a brief at the

10 National FOP put into a U.S. Supreme Court opinion is
11 what I would call a monumental landmark decision.  So
12 kudos to the National FOP for writing that brief.
13             And I want to say there is one thing that
14 was not addressed by the court that left -- that was
15 really not addressed is that whether an officer can
16 be held liable for creating a dangerous situation
17 such as jumping on a moving vehicle, which is what
18 Officer Felix did during that stop, was not
19 addressed, so we don't know what part that will take
20 but all in all reaffirming Graham versus Connor.
21 It's exactly what happened in Barnes vs. Felix.  And
22 that was decided in May of 2025.
23             So moving along to the Supreme Court of
24 Ohio, last year I in my report updated you on a
25 couple of amicus briefs we filed in a couple of
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1 cases.  First, I want to talk about Akron Beacon
2 Journal vs. City of Akron and the Akron Police
3 Department.  I talked extensively about this case to
4 the Board, and last year the Ohio Supreme Court
5 granted the writ of mandamus in part which limited
6 disclosure of records.  The court ruled that officers
7 involved in the Jayland Walker shooting were
8 uncharged suspects under the confidential law
9 enforcement investigatory records exception.

10             And this is new case law, never had been
11 decided before.  Now, this is very fact grueling.  We
12 have an article that I believe Jeff wrote in one of
13 our newsletters on this case.  So while it was a very
14 favorable decision and he had written an amicus along
15 with Lodge 7 in the Ohio Supreme Court, myself and
16 Stanley Moskowitz, who was their attorney, who is now
17 retired, did some presentations at the National FOP
18 as well on this case.
19             So I am very pleased to report that was
20 really granted in part in our favor making sure that
21 those names of those officers as uncharged suspects
22 were kept confidential.
23             The other case that is still pending
24 before the Supreme Court is Dispatch versus City of
25 Columbus.  And this incident arose from a stop that

Page 150

1 occurred -- or from an incident that occurred, I
2 should say, on July 6 of 2023 where two Columbus
3 Police Officers were ambushed on I-70 in downtown
4 Columbus.  One officer was shot five times and very
5 seriously wounded.
6             And the Dispatch requested copies of all
7 the body-worn cameras and all the reports unredacted.
8 And giving credit to the City of Columbus, they
9 refused to disclose the names of the officers that

10 were involved, claimed they were victims under
11 Marsy's Law.  And the city is -- had took that stand
12 and so we partnered up with Lodge 9 and we filed an
13 amicus brief in support of the city's position that
14 those officers, as victims, their names should not be
15 disclosed.  And the oral argument on the case took
16 place February 11.  We still do not have a decision.
17 This would be a case of first impression in Ohio.  As
18 soon as that case comes out, of course, we'll update
19 you.
20             We have filed another amicus brief in a
21 case that is pending before the Ohio Supreme Court,
22 and this case comes out of an incident that occurred
23 on November 19 of 2022 in Cleveland.  And the name of
24 the case is State of Ohio versus Leander Bissell.
25 And in that case Leander Bissell maneuvered his
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1 vehicle around emergency police traffic which had
2 slowed down.  Now, I-90 is a very busy interstate.
3 There was a bad accident.  It was at night, and the
4 police and the firefighters had -- had the traffic,
5 one lane, the left lane blocked, and all of the
6 traffic was moving over into the second and third
7 lane.
8             And what Leander Bissell did was he had
9 gone into the second lane for a little bit and

10 decided he wasn't going to wait any more because it
11 was taking too much time.  And so he went around, and
12 Officer Johnny Tetrick was picking up debris,
13 cleaning up the crash scene.  Bissell hit him at a
14 high rate of speed.  They predicted he was going
15 between 45 and 60 miles per hour, and he killed the
16 firefighter.
17             And as a result, the Cuyahoga County
18 Grand Jury returned a multi-count indictment against
19 Bissell including murder, felony murder, two
20 felonious assault counts, involuntary manslaughter,
21 aggravated vehicular homicide, failure to comply with
22 police, and failing to stop after an accident because
23 he took off.
24             In July of '23, the judge who was
25 presiding over the bench trial found him guilty on
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1 all counts and sentenced -- sentence included 15 to
2 life for felony murder.
3             In November of 2024, the Eighth District
4 Court of Appeals reversed the felony murder
5 conviction concluding there was insufficient evidence
6 to show that Bissell acted knowingly, which is
7 required for felony murder, and the court remanded it
8 for resentencing on the lesser included offense of
9 involuntary manslaughter and also refers to failure

10 to comply conviction due to lack of evidence of a
11 lawful police order because while nobody was standing
12 out on the street screaming orders at him, all of the
13 traffic, the lights, there was two vehicles, police
14 vehicles, with their lights on blocking the left
15 lane, so you had to move right which he then went
16 around and that was what was argued was the order
17 that he needed to move.
18             In June of -- we were asked to partner
19 with the firefighters and the Ohio Association of
20 Professional Firefighters to encourage the Ohio
21 Supreme Court to take jurisdiction because it's
22 not -- they have to grant jurisdiction of this case.
23 And so we filed a brief in support of jurisdiction
24 at -- to have the case considered.  And initially the
25 Ohio Supreme Court declined to take jurisdiction.
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1             What was interesting when they declined,
2 and it was a four-three decision, four justices
3 declined, three justices assented from that decision,
4 and one of the justices, Justice Jennifer Brunner,
5 she actually wrote the descending opinion which is
6 rare.  You typically don't get those just on an ask
7 for jurisdiction.  And by the way, just to let you
8 know who also dissented, Justice Kennedy and Justice
9 Kagan.  They all wanted to hear this case, those

10 three, but they were out numbered.
11             So the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's
12 Office contacted us and the firefighters and asked if
13 we would partner with them, file a memo -- a motion
14 for reconsideration and these are rarely granted.
15 Guess what?  They granted the motion for
16 reconsideration.
17             So this case is going to be heard by the
18 Ohio Supreme Court.  I am guessing that the briefing
19 period will be this fall and then oral argument will
20 be scheduled.  But basically what they are going to
21 determine at the Ohio Supreme Court is whether felony
22 murder can stand, i.e., did Bissell act knowingly as
23 required under Section 2903.02(B), or was he just
24 being reckless; and, two, whether the Appellate Court
25 erred in reversing the failure to comply contending
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1 police lights and vehicles blocking those lanes, was
2 that enough alone to establish a lawful order or does
3 more need to happen in order for there to be a
4 failure to comply to stand up to that charge?  So I
5 think this is an important case.  We will be involved
6 in it, and we will be briefing this issue.
7             President McDonald also asked me to talk
8 about the new no tax on overtime rules that went into
9 law on July 4 signed by President Trump as part of

10 the budget bill.  I have to start with the disclaimer
11 I am not a tax attorney, and I am not a CPA so please
12 consult your own tax attorneys and CPAs.
13             But I did a little research, dug into
14 this a little bit.  I can give you a very brief
15 overview what this is because it's a little, I would
16 say, misleading to say you don't have to pay taxes on
17 your overtime hours.  That's not true.
18             What -- the four points of this new
19 provision in the budget bill is this, in order for
20 you to deduct this qualified overtime, it must be --
21 one, it must be legally mandated under the Fair Labor
22 Standards Act Section 7, and I will get to that in a
23 second.  Two, it must be paid at time and a half
24 which is mostly how overtime is paid.  Three, it has
25 to be earned by a nonexempt employee, i.e., one who
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1 is entitled to overtime under the Fair Labor
2 Standards Act and, two, it has to be separately
3 tracked as -- and reported as overtime pay on your
4 W-2.
5             Okay.  So what does legally mandated
6 under Section 7 of the Fair Labor Standards Act mean?
7 And what it means basically there is a work link
8 period established by the Fair Labor Standards Act.
9 So if you work -- if you're working eight hours and

10 your collective bargaining agreement says anything
11 over eight, you get overtime, that's pretty standard.
12 It's in a lot of our contracts.  But let's say it's
13 over 40 hours, and you worked 41 hours.  You think I
14 get one hour of overtime, and I can deduct that from
15 my taxes.
16             No.  The Fair Labor Standards Act in the
17 act itself has minimums, so the minimums -- there's
18 three different minimums.  For 7 days you have to
19 work 43 hours; 14 days, 86 hours; 28 days is 171
20 hours.  So anything over the Fair Labor Standards Act
21 minimums that I just read to you would qualify as the
22 deducted on your tax returns.  So it has to be
23 anything over 43, 86, or 171 hours, not just what you
24 are entitled to under your collective bargaining
25 agreement.  So that's what I want to make sure you
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1 understand.
2             And also shift differentials, holiday
3 pay, call-in pay, weekend premiums, not deductible
4 under this provision because those are not required
5 or mandated under the Fair Labor Standards Act.
6             Comp. time, is it deductible?  No, it's
7 not deductible until it is cashed out.  So the other
8 piece I want to point out is that overtime earned by
9 a nonexempt -- it has to be earned by a nonexempt

10 employee.  If you're exempt from the Fair Labor
11 Standards Act, you are mostly going to be managerial
12 or salary, and you cannot deduct under this act.  It
13 has to be separately tracked and reported.
14             So right now we are waiting on guidance
15 from the IRS on how this is going to look come tax
16 season.  We have yet to know what that is, but when
17 the guidance comes out, certainly we will share it.
18 So the bottom line for law enforcement is this, is
19 that you should ask your human resources or your
20 payroll departments what is our work period length
21 under the FLSA?  Is it seven days?  14 days?  Or is
22 it 28 days?  And then, No. 2, are you classified as
23 nonexempt?  And No. 3, are you going to put this on
24 our paystub separately as Section 7 overtime earnings
25 or how are we going to be able to know how to report
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1 this?
2             This is a very new law, just passed
3 July 4 but this is what we know right now and what
4 this is it's not -- they are not -- they are still
5 going to take taxes out of your overtime.  What you
6 will be able to do when you file your returns is you
7 will be able to deduct this up to $12,500 of an
8 individual taxpayer per year.  It's an above-the-line
9 deduction meaning you don't have to itemize in order

10 to take this deduction.  It's only good for three
11 years, so it's in effect from January 1 of 2025
12 through December 31, 2028.  And as information
13 becomes available, we will certainly share it with
14 you.
15             Finally, last but not least, I would like
16 to talk for a minute about the litigation that's
17 pending against Thin Blue Line in Ohio.  On June 24
18 of this year, the Department of Insurance in Ohio
19 filed a temporary restraining order against the Thin
20 Blue Line enjoining them from operating as an
21 insurance company in Ohio.
22             The next day the court granted that
23 temporary restraining order and listed the following
24 as part of that order:  No. 1, prohibited Thin Blue
25 Line from operating in Ohio other than to fulfill its
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1 obligations to its current and past policyholders who
2 have unpaid claims; No. 2, Thin Blue Line cannot hold
3 itself out as a health insurer in Ohio; No. 3, Thin
4 Blue Line cannot enroll new members in Ohio; and,
5 No. 4, Thin Blue Line is prohibited from collecting
6 premium payments.
7             Now, a lot of you had your July -- if you
8 are enrolled, your July premium payments were auto
9 collected.  They were not able to shut down auto

10 collection at the time of the TRO hearing.
11             I called the Department of Insurance's
12 attorney on Friday of last week and spoke with her
13 about the August premium.  She believes that the auto
14 collected has been turned off and encourages those of
15 you who have Thin Blue Line to pay your August
16 premiums so that you do not fall through the cracks
17 and jeopardize your claims being paid.  So if you are
18 enrolled, please pay your August premiums so that you
19 can make sure your claims continue to be paid.  They
20 are right now.
21             There has been a conservator appointed to
22 oversee all of the money that is being collected.  So
23 Thin Blue Line in Ohio cannot spend your money.  They
24 cannot collect money.  The conservator is overseeing
25 all of those collections and payments.  So please pay
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1 your August premiums.
2             I am told as of September 1, the --
3 that's the date the plan ends in Ohio and whether or
4 not they remain as a viable alternative remains to be
5 seen for those, but I believe you will have open
6 enrollment starting September 1 to take a different
7 plan.
8             I just want to add that a couple months
9 prior to this, prior to this occurring, when the

10 Department of Insurance filed this litigation, we as
11 a State Lodge had on May 5, after our last Board
12 meeting, we sent a letter to Thin Blue Line
13 terminating our exclusivity agreement with them
14 effective June 5.  And we did in that letter, they
15 did, we terminated our exclusivity agreement with
16 them, but we also expressed in that letter we would
17 continue to work with them to get the members in Ohio
18 paid for any outstanding -- outstanding claims that
19 were still pending.
20             That concludes my report, Mr. President.
21             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you, Gwen.
22 Here is the timeline of Thin Blue Line from the FOP
23 Ohio perspective.  In July of 2023, you, the
24 Delegates, voted in favor of a marketing -- exclusive
25 marketing agreement, and everything was working
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1 before that and worked well up until about
2 Thanksgiving of 2024 when we started to hear
3 complaints.  And we invited Thin Blue Line to come to
4 our January Board meeting of 2025.  And they came,
5 and they explained to us how they were changing from
6 an independent third-party administrator to bringing
7 their claims process in-house and they were building
8 a brand new world class system and everything was
9 going to -- as soon as that was fixed, everything was

10 going to be fine.
11             And then continued to hear complaints.
12 So in February, in Leadership Matters in Nashville, I
13 had another meeting with Thin Blue Line, and they
14 said we are almost done, 30 days, 30 more days, and
15 we will have this all ironed out and everything will
16 be fine.
17             And then we continued to get complaints.
18 And the complaints centered on three things, all
19 consistent.  One is hard to communicate with them.
20 They won't call us back.  I can't figure out how to
21 talk to them.  Some of that was our fault because our
22 people didn't want to use the portal.  Some of that
23 was their fault.
24             So then we go to Salt Lake City -- oh,
25 I'll finish the complaints.  Unpaid claims, certain
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1 providers, namely, the Cleveland Clinic.  Okay?
2 Those were the complaints we were getting as a Board,
3 wouldn't accept -- Cleveland Clinic wouldn't accept
4 them at all.
5             So then we go to Salt Lake City for a
6 National Board meeting, and the Ohio FOP members and
7 the National Board have a meeting with them, and we
8 lay out a plan to communicate to the members what's
9 going on and how we are going to fix this.  We all

10 agree.  And then continued to get complaints.
11             The Board voted to step away from the
12 marketing agreement and that's what we did.  And by
13 stepping away what we said was we are not going to
14 promote them any more, and I don't have to be an FOP
15 member to get it.
16             That's the end of that.  We have been
17 working with individual members.  We have been
18 working with out-of-state police and firefighters.
19 We have been working with hospitals and doctors and
20 providers all to try to resolve complaints.  If you
21 have unpaid bills today, go to the Ohio Department of
22 Insurance's website where they have set up a special
23 complaint page to take your complaints.  And that is
24 my advice.
25             It is the advice of the Ohio Attorney
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1 General, the Ohio Department of Insurance, and the
2 Ohio Police and Fire Pension Fund that you do not
3 cancel your policy without obtaining a special
4 enrollment termination.  Some of our members have
5 been successful in getting the special enrollment
6 period.  Some of them have not.  The court has not
7 ordered one, at least in the filings that are public.
8             September 1, police and fire; October 1,
9 PERS open enrollment.  We have been asked a lot of

10 things to try to help remedy.  Here is what we can do
11 and what we are doing.  Everybody who has an
12 individual complaint, send us your Thin Blue Line
13 number and your complaint, and we will adjudicate
14 with Thin Blue Line to try to resolve them.  In the
15 grand scheme of things, we have been somewhat
16 successful in getting those complaints resolved.
17 There are complaints we have not resolved.  But we
18 have resolved complaints, and we will continue to try
19 to get answers and communication for our members.  We
20 are not a party to the lawsuit.  And I doubt that we
21 would have standing to join the lawsuit.  In fact, I
22 would say we do not as the FOP of Ohio.
23             Questions about Thin Blue Line.
24 Microphone No. 1.
25             BROTHER MITCHELL:  Dan Mitchell.
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1             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Microphone No. 1.
2             BROTHER MITCHELL:  Dan Mitchell, Queen
3 City Lodge 69.  I have been in contact with Jay more
4 than once.  There is a -- there is two people.  There
5 is a member's wife who's written pages of complaints
6 accusing the FOP of cutting off her insurance.  Jay
7 has been in contact with her.  Jay's worked his butt
8 off on this.
9             I don't know anything about Thin Blue

10 Line other than what I have been reading and I have
11 been hearing, but Jay is working hard, and I am
12 hoping this is all going to be taken care of very
13 soon.
14             And then all of a sudden I get an e-mail
15 from some professional firefighter from Dayton who is
16 President of some organization who said they did a
17 study six years ago and sent it to our pension
18 system.  I contacted Mark Drum.  Mark has been on the
19 pension system for -- Pension Board for quite a
20 while.  He says the Pension Board has never seen
21 that, so I don't know where that stands, if you
22 remember, Mark, or.
23             BROTHER DRUM:  Yeah.  I will mention that
24 when I do my report.
25             BROTHER MITCHELL:  I want to say this,
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1 Thin Blue Line, I don't know anything about it, but
2 Jay is on top as much as he can be.  Thank you.
3             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you, Dan.
4 That member's wife is one of the satisfied customers
5 of Thin Blue Line and she interpreted the lawsuit as
6 the FOP taking away her family insurance.  Multiple
7 contacts, police, fire -- multiple contacts, e-mail,
8 phone calls.  I think we have got her to realize we
9 did not take away her insurance.

10             Microphone No. 1.
11             BROTHER HALL:  Virgil Hall, Lodge 79.  If
12 they don't take out our August payment, can you --
13 how do we submit it and do we have proof for the
14 Police and Fire Pension system in order to still get
15 our stipend?
16             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I am going to leave
17 the Police and Fire question to Mark and Brian.  I
18 would be communicating with Thin Blue Line about how
19 they expect the payment.  I understand we will do the
20 same, Bruce, right?  We will reach out to the contact
21 we have.  I will ask for the help of Secretary
22 Holderfield and President Yoes to get that
23 information as well, but I am guessing you are going
24 to have to write a check or give them a credit card.
25 I, Jay McDonald, would not give them a credit card.
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1 I would write them a check.  That way you are one
2 time.  But we -- that July 9 hearing is still -- the
3 documents aren't on the website yet.  We were just
4 advised on Friday to pay a payment for August.  We
5 will get you answers as fast as we can.
6             Anything else about Thin Blue Line?
7             I heard that Thin Blue Line might cover
8 you if you put something in your eye and make
9 yourself blind.  I heard that.  I don't know if it's

10 true or not.  Mr. Bailey, do you know?  No, you don't
11 know?
12                         - - -
13                      OF&P REPORT
14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Okay.  All right.
15 We are going to move on.  Police and Fire Pension,
16 Brian Steel and Mark Drum to the podium to talk to us
17 about Ohio Police and Fire.
18             (Applause.)
19             BROTHER DRUM:  Good afternoon.  First of
20 all, I want to thank the FOP and membership for
21 giving me the opportunity to be on the Police and
22 Fire Pension Board.  When I ran for the Board, the
23 other two police members were from competing
24 organizations.  They ran under promises they did not
25 fulfill, and I am glad to say a few years ago, we
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1 made the effort and made the police pension members,

2 the Board members, all FOP members.  And hopefully we

3 will continue in that endeavor to talk about that.

4             Talk briefly about our system.  2024, our

5 returns were the highest in the state of Ohio for the

6 five pension systems.  We had 10.66 percent

7 investment returns.  Nationwide out of 4 -- over 450

8 pension systems, we were in the top 1 percent for our

9 investment returns and because of the staff we have

10 and vendors we use and the balanced investments that

11 they make.

12             We hit a record last month, 19.5 billion,

13 for our system.  However, on the 30-year funding, we

14 have -- as of our last report, we are 29.77, so we

15 are under the 30-year funding.  This year we'll have

16 a comprehensive report come out, and when that

17 comprehensive report comes out, it's going to be

18 close.  I would not be surprised if we are over even

19 with the great investments and the advancements we

20 made.  We may be over the 30-year funding.

21             And what that will mean is the

22 legislature will ask our system, our Board, to come

23 up with a plan to fix it.  I can tell you now from

24 attending the FOP day at the Capitol, their

25 recommendation is give the Board the ability to
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1 change COLAs, freeze COLAs.  That is what the

2 legislators want.  That is why we need 280.  And as

3 National President Yoes and so the National Board has

4 stated and as this Board has stated, you Members need

5 to activate on 280.  And that's why I felt it very

6 encouraging that PowerPoint they had up there to be

7 active and you can load on your phone to get stuff

8 pushed out and communicate, and I strongly encourage

9 you to do that.

10             Because of our Board, I can tell you now

11 Brian and I are not going to vote to do anything in

12 COLAs.  Those are the commitments that we had made to

13 you.  And we are not going to do that.

14             That being said, this legislature showed

15 if you are a Pension Board member and they don't like

16 what you do, in the middle of the night on a budget,

17 they stripped STRS of their -- some of their members,

18 their representing members.  They reduced the number

19 of teachers in half by what would be on that Board.

20             So the bottom line is they will put

21 politicians in our place.  And they may well try and

22 do that since they did it with the teachers.  We have

23 a fiduciary responsibility to the Board.  If we are

24 over the 30-year funding, my recommendation -- that's

25 good for the Board.  My recommendation is increase
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1 the employer's contribution.  There's our plan.  That
2 is our plan.  That is -- that has been our plan.
3 Pass our legislation and we will be appropriately
4 funded.
5             Just real quick to touch on Dan's
6 question, when the pension system in 2018-19 changed
7 to the stipend system, the Ohio Professional
8 Firefighters created a committee to review some of
9 these issues, and they came up with various plans

10 that the firefighters were promoting for their own
11 health care processes.
12             And our Board found there were a lot of
13 problems with that, their plan too.  Now, the report
14 that Dan Mitchell discussed, the call he got from the
15 Dayton firefighter, that guy is an insurance agent.
16 He wants to be able to take -- instead of going
17 through our process and our stipend process, he wants
18 every member to be able to go to their own agents.
19 He had an ulterior motive.  That report just
20 submitted recently, came out about four years ago, I
21 think, I think it was a 2021 report, and some of the
22 members on that same committee have now said the
23 system that Police and Fire put in place, especially
24 since they opened it up, it's an open HRA so you can
25 go to other health cares that are compliant with ACA.
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1             Members of that committee are now happy
2 with the system that is currently in place.  I at
3 least want to point that out real quick.
4             I will touch on Thin Blue Line.  With
5 regard to Thin Blue Line decisions that Ohio Police
6 and Firemen, whether or not you continue to get a
7 stipend if you did pay, those are not decisions we
8 make.  It's the marketplace.  And if you have a break
9 in health care, and it's the federal government, if

10 they have not given you a special enrollment period
11 blessing and you do not pay or you have a break, it's
12 the marketplace that says you are not eligible for
13 those stipends.  We have to follow their federal
14 passes.
15             And in doing that, that also means you
16 have to find health care that now does not -- if you
17 had preexisting conditions, those new health cares
18 can consider that, take you out of the ACA
19 compliance, the stuff that protects you.  So that's
20 where it's all hanging and I can't believe as of last
21 week, the marketplace, I helped a guy file an
22 application, he had to pay $6,000.
23             Their response is you are at the end of
24 that contract.  We are not going to give you a
25 special.  He's got -- we already started applying for
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1 new health care, but we are going from one place to
2 another.
3             I believe Brian is going to talk about a
4 couple other things, address that.
5             BROTHER STEEL:  Thank you, Brothers and
6 Sisters.  Brian Steel.  If you remember last year, I
7 put on my cheating glasses and read off my phone, and
8 about 20 of you busted my chops.  So I've learned
9 from that, and I wrote in big block letters.  Bear

10 with me.
11             Serving you as an Ohio Police and Fire
12 Trustee is an absolute honor.  Before Clay Kozart
13 passed, he nominated me as the Vice Chair, got
14 accepted, so I'm really proud to continue to serve at
15 that role and moving forward to new roles.
16             Our mission is simple.  Our mission is to
17 secure the future for Ohio cops and firefighters.  I
18 want every one of you to have the peace of mind
19 knowing that we are a leader in the pension.  We are
20 national leaders in the pension model.  We continue
21 to exceed our rate of assumption.  Our returns are
22 outstanding, and we continue to break records.
23             It's a testament to our staff.  The staff
24 of OP&F are phenomenal public servants.  The average
25 tenure of OP&F professionals is roughly 20 years.
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1 They love public service.  They love their cops and
2 firefighters.  Every meeting we have we make it a
3 point to walk around and talk with them.  Every
4 single one of them are here to support you.  We do
5 have emptiness on our Board, Brothers and Sisters.
6 The sudden loss of our Brother Cozart simply shocked
7 us all.  We finished that Wednesday, about five days
8 before he passed.  We had a great conversation.  One
9 of the things we talked about is tomorrow is not

10 promised, right?  Be blessed that you are here today.
11             We talked about future plans.  We talked
12 about retirements.  Every one of our Board members,
13 we get there.  There is three reports to look at.  We
14 will look at the Brothers and Sisters that enter
15 DROP, and it's a tearful moment.  They may DROP.
16 Then we look at the Brothers and Sisters who have
17 finished their full term and retire and that's a
18 great moment.  And then we read the death report.
19 There is nothing worse than reading the death report
20 and we honor them.  When I read individuals who had
21 their retirement for 30, 40 years, it's outstanding.
22 I want every one of you to live a long, healthy
23 retirement.  Take care of yourself.  Keep healthy.
24 Live that out.  You absolutely earned it.
25             So here's what happens next, we honor
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1 Clay.  We honor Clay in two ways.  One way tonight
2 raise a glass for him as our Cleveland Brother Damian
3 Glaser did last night.  That's how we honor and toast
4 him and we recruit another.  We recruit another
5 Brother and Sister for his seat.
6             Here is what you have to do if you want
7 to be a member at OP&F.  You've got to commit to
8 fight for cops.  You've got to commit to fight for
9 the pensions, fight for the disability benefits,

10 fight for the survivors.  You bring the values of
11 prudence, integrity, empathy, we have a spot on this
12 Board.
13             Thank you, Brothers and Sisters.
14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Okay.  So here is
15 the process that will be followed if you are
16 interested in FOP endorsement to fill the vacancy on
17 the Ohio Police and Fire Pension Board:  In August,
18 they will announce the vacancy, they being OP&F.  We
19 will collect names of people who are willing to do
20 just what Brian said, fight for cops, fight for
21 survivors, fight for disability benefits.
22             We will interview and make a
23 recommendation to the Board.  It has been a long
24 standing practice that the firefighters will accept
25 our recommendations if we accept theirs in the cases
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1 of vacancy.  So I believe that whoever the FOP
2 recommends will get the position.
3             Here is what you have to be willing to do
4 besides fight for cops:  You have to be able to work
5 hard to win an election.  You have to have
6 demonstrated history of being an FOP leader.  You
7 have to be versed in pensions.  Those are the things
8 we are looking for.  You have to be willing to work
9 hard.  You have to know what you are talking about,

10 and you have to have history of FOP leadership.
11             But we have a vacancy, a vacancy that was
12 created by the extremely untimely death of our friend
13 and Brother Clay Cozart.  59 years old, passed away
14 unexpected.  I ask that you all join us in a moment
15 of silence now and toast tonight at 8:30.
16                         - - -
17                   LEGISLATIVE REPORT
18             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you.  I would
19 like to call the Legislative Committee for the
20 Legislative Report.  I am going to start by talking
21 about the goals.  The big goals -- Mike Weinman will
22 talk about individual bills, and Mike Taylor will
23 complete our report.  The top priorities of the
24 Fraternal Order of Police in the 2025 and 2026
25 General Assembly are the equalization of employer
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1 contribution to the Ohio Police and Fire Pension
2 Fund, House Bill 280.  The establishment of DROP
3 plans for our members of the Ohio Public Employee
4 Retirement System, House Bill 73.  We also want to
5 continue to work on achieving fixing transfer credits
6 for members at OPERS who came there from other
7 systems, to arm the state law enforcement officer at
8 the Ohio Department of Developmental Disability and
9 the Ohio Department of Mental Health, PTSD treatment

10 using money from recreational marijuana taxes to pay
11 for the new benefit, developing guardrails for
12 civilian review boards and for these entities such as
13 background checks, mandated training on the use of
14 force, and so on, lastly, due process for our members
15 in Brady list situations.
16             Taylor, do you want first or last?  Come
17 on up, Mike.  We will go with you first.
18             MR. TAYLOR:  The full report is reduced
19 to writing, and you will find it in the handbook or
20 on the QR code.
21             First, the general Legislative Committee,
22 I would like to thank the members of the committee
23 for their time, dedication, willingness to serve this
24 membership in that capacity.  I would also like to
25 thank Denise Young and the staff at the Ohio FOP and
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1 Ohio Labor Council for their advice and hard work.
2 Success of this organization and also this committee
3 would not be possible without it.
4             Working in a legislative process is one
5 of the most important positions of this organization
6 for you the members.  Jay McDonald mentioned earlier
7 almost every benefit that our active or retirees
8 receive have gone through some type of legislative
9 process via your local or state or national political

10 government processes.  The day they call in with
11 issues that impact law enforcement, the interaction
12 with elected officials is paramount.
13             In Ohio, the current makeup of the
14 legislature in the Ohio Senate we have 24 Republican
15 Senators and 9 Sen -- or 9 Democratic Senators; in
16 the Ohio House we have 65 elected Republicans and 34
17 elected Democrats.  Every state office in Ohio is
18 owned by a Republican except for one, Supreme Court.
19             A few things I would like to highlight
20 today and it's important and mentioned earlier but
21 it's the ongoing issue of property taxes and its
22 intent to changes in the future of the public safety
23 and all state pension funds.  The elimination of
24 property taxes in Ohio, as is the current discussion,
25 Citizens for Property Tax Reform, the group Jay spoke
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1 about, is in the process of gathering signatures.
2 They weren't able to get signatures on the ballot
3 this year.
4             In response to their doing this,
5 Representative Dave Thomas, representing the 65th
6 House District, introduced House Bill 335 which is
7 the Property Tax Reform NOW.  This act, among other
8 things, would eliminate inside millage.  Inside
9 millage taxes is taxes that grow with your property

10 taxes.  So every -- I think it's every 10 years the
11 county auditors will reevaluate your property, your
12 value, and if you are property is up, your taxes go
13 up.  It's automatic.  It just happens.  It's the way
14 it's written into law.  So when most property values
15 went up last evaluation, taxes went up extremely
16 because property values went up quickly in the state.
17             And so Representative Thomas introduced
18 that bill to get rid of it.  Now, the elimination of
19 property taxes on public safety will be profound.
20 Numerous county officials have stated the elimination
21 of property taxes would cut at least a third of most
22 county sheriffs' budgets resulting in layoffs in
23 personnel, cutbacks in services provided, and
24 possibly closing portions of the county jail.
25 Prosecutors will lose a large amount of their budget
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1 should property taxes be eliminated in Ohio.
2             During conversations with Representative
3 Thomas, I expressed the effort to address the loss of
4 the property taxes would pose significant threat and
5 risk to public safety and the essential services of
6 law enforcement.  In many of our small agencies,
7 inside millage supports core functions of police
8 departments.  The current difficulties law
9 enforcement has in this state of maintaining and

10 recruiting new officers would just get worse if this
11 were to happen.
12             Representative Thomas responded that this
13 would not take the option of local levies and tax
14 increases to fund public safety away but would give
15 taxpayers more of a say in their taxes, and this is a
16 quote, he said "Our bill is a direct attempt to give
17 voters a say over how they fund their local
18 governments."  Thomas said "I have no doubt our
19 taxpayers are going to fund our police, our fire, our
20 essential services."
21             With all due respect to the Senator, I
22 believe that his confidence in the taxpayers'
23 willingness to fund public safety in an adequate way,
24 it's misled.  We see every election cycle numerous
25 police and fire levies fail around this state.  I
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1 think he just assumes that we can get rid of property
2 taxes and that the voters will take a local levy and
3 once again put those taxes back on to fund police and
4 fire.
5             And I believe that one of the core
6 responsibilities of government is to provide public
7 safety for its citizens, and I believe that
8 eliminating property taxes would go a long way and
9 make that that much more difficult.

10             There was an attempt to place House 335
11 in the budget.  It was unsuccessful, so I'm sure
12 they'll have further hearings on House Bill 335, and
13 we can expect some action on that.
14             Interesting they put some property tax
15 items in the budget.  The Governor vetoed it.  They
16 are talking about coming back to the House and Senate
17 to override the Governor veto so there is a very
18 strong sentiment in the current legislature to do
19 something with the property taxes in the state of
20 Ohio.
21             The second thing I would like to talk
22 about, public pension funding reform.  Ohio public
23 pension funds are once again targeted in the name of
24 reform.  Senator Mark Romanchuk, who is from
25 Mansfield, is the leader on the reforms in the Ohio
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1 Senate.  Senator Romanchuk has told us he intends to
2 introduce a large pension reform bill August of this
3 year.  The language of this bill, the concept has not
4 been fully explained to the FOP, but he has stated
5 that he would like to lower required actual funding
6 from 30 years to 20 years in all pension funds.
7             If this were to be done in a vacuum, it
8 would take a substantial increase in contributions or
9 deep cuts in benefits our members currently see in

10 order to meet the new 20-year actuarial.  As Mark and
11 Brian mentioned, right now we are at 27 years, so we
12 would be 7 years over the required actuarial funding
13 if this goes into place and that would take, like I
14 said, drastic, drastic cuts or increase in the
15 contributions.
16             We had legislation we dealt with last
17 year to bring the employer contribution for police
18 back up to fire.  We haven't been successful with
19 that.  We have some already recorded, but I don't get
20 the impression it's a strong -- or strong will of the
21 legislature to increase the employer contributions
22 which they are needed now no matter of any changes.
23 If we would go to actuarial funding, it would be a
24 disaster.  It would be a disaster.
25             During the last budget -- I think again
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1 Brian and Mark mentioned this.  During the last
2 budget, there was language submitted that would
3 change the makeup of the State Teachers Retirement
4 Board.  Currently they are governed by an 11-member
5 Board, 4 appointed financial experts, 5 teachers, and
6 2 retirees so that's 7 teachers or former teachers on
7 the Board and 5 -- or 4 appointed people.  The setup
8 is not unlike Ohio Police and Fire or PERS at this
9 time.

10             Under the new setup the 11-member Board
11 will consist of 2 teachers, 1 retiree, the Chancellor
12 of Higher Education or designee, the Director of the
13 Department of Education or Workforce and their
14 designee, and financial experts appointed by the
15 Governor, 2 appointees from the State Treasurer, 3
16 appointed by the House Speaker and the Senate
17 President.  And once this is fully phased in, the
18 teacher re -- teachers/retirees now hold 3 seats,
19 down from their current 7, and 8 seats will be held
20 by appointed/elected people by the Governor, Speaker,
21 different groups.
22             These appointees will serve at the
23 pleasure of those who put them on the Board, not a
24 fixed term.  They are there as long as the appointor
25 wants them.  So on the teachers' Pension Board, you
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1 will have 3 teachers, either active or retired, that
2 will represent the members of the Pension Board, and
3 the rest of the 11 will be Board-appointed government
4 officials.
5             I report on this because I suspect this
6 could happen to all systems.  Once they go to one
7 they go to others, and I will talk a little bit why
8 in a few minutes, but it would give state government
9 and their future appointees control over pensions.

10 The current appointed government designees simply
11 have -- I think there is two now, maybe three
12 appointed that weren't even on the Boards when the
13 Boards were created.  This was done back in, I think,
14 the '90s, again in the name of pension reform.  They
15 added their appointed experts on the pension fund.
16             The current House Speaker, the former
17 Senate President Huffman, has made a statement
18 recently about the Pension Board saying what do
19 police and fire and teachers know about pensions?
20 Why are they even on the Board?  That's part of the
21 attitude that's going on.
22             In the 1990s, under the name of reform
23 again, the 30-year actuarial funding was put in.
24 It's kind of complicated.  We have to meet the
25 pension funds -- funding 30 years' actuarial.  This
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1 was put in again in the 1990s and required by the
2 legislature.  And I believe that that action was the
3 beginning of the downfall of health care and pension
4 funds because before they had to be within that 30
5 years, they could fund the health care and the
6 pension.  But once it went to 30 years, that changed
7 the rules on how they could fund our health care and
8 our pensions, and I believe that was correct.
9             I also concur strongly with the Senate.

10 I think the next goal is to eliminate COLAs, but I
11 don't believe the legislators have the balls to do
12 it.  So what you will see them do is they will tell
13 the Pension Board, Brian, Mark, Members, we are going
14 to give you the authority to limit and then they are
15 going to lower it to 20 years and then they are going
16 to come in and say, whoa, whoa.  You can't meet this.
17 You have to do something.
18             The Board is going to look at it, and one
19 of the ways to do it is eliminate the COLAs.  But who
20 will get blamed for eliminating the COLAs?  It would
21 be our Board members, not the legislators when they
22 are the ones that actually made this happen.
23             Most Ohio public pension funds are
24 currently strong and in the 30-year funding.  So the
25 question is why is there even reform again, including
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1 the possibility of changing from 30 years to 20?

2 Well, okay.  There is a written plan to do this and I

3 will go into that in a second.  But Ohio public

4 pension systems' investments are worth billions of

5 dollars.  I think just the Police and Fire reportedly

6 hit a record of $19 billion.  You put all our pension

7 funds together, it's billions of dollars, our

8 members, teachers, firefighters, public employees'

9 moneys that are invested in our pension funds.

10             These earnings that pay, the earnings

11 from these investments, in large part pay for our

12 pension.  Obviously contributions help, but

13 investments are what makes it happen.

14             So you might ask why are elected

15 officials wanting control over pension systems or

16 boards?  And I suspect it's all about the money.  All

17 the talks in the -- all the talks about pension

18 reform are not it.  And one of these groups called

19 American Legislative Exchange Council, ALEC, A-L-E-C,

20 I encourage you at some point to look these up on

21 your Google or whatever you do.

22             Who is ALEC?  The American Legislative

23 Exchange Council formed in 1973.  It's a nonprofit

24 organization, can serve the state legislators in the

25 private sector.  Representatives can draft and share

Page 184

1 model legislation distributed amongst great
2 governments in Ohio.  In the years I have been doing
3 this, I've seen numerous pieces of legislation in
4 Ohio introduce and pass that came word for word from
5 ALEC.  If you would look up right now ALEC's position
6 on property taxes, you are going to find a lot of
7 what's going on in Ohio is coming from ALEC.
8             ALEC drafted legislation in Ohio in 2024,
9 Senate Bill 6, which codifies standard fiduciary

10 rules to protect -- protect public pension funds and
11 taxpayers was drafted word for word by ALEC and
12 passed here in Ohio.  If you look, ALEC, they have --
13 they have a statement of principles on state and
14 local pension funds.  In part here is what it says in
15 their words, to solve the funding crisis in state and
16 local defined benefit pension and other plans for
17 public employees, we need to do this.  We need
18 legislators.  They recommend you have defined benefit
19 plans.  A defined benefit plan is what we have.  It
20 simply means you pay in this amount, and when you
21 retire this date, this many years, here is your
22 benefit.  It's defined.
23             ALEC recommends replacing defined benefit
24 plans by defining contribution plans and this has
25 been attempted in Ohio in the past.  There was talk
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1 about it back in the '90s, talk about doing this in
2 Ohio.  So this is nothing new.  But beyond that that
3 would be drastic because it would change how our
4 pensions are calculated and what you are going to
5 retire on.  We know what you are retiring on now.  If
6 you go to a defined contribution plan, you don't know
7 until the day you retire what you have got in the
8 account, and depending on what the markets do, it may
9 be good; it may be terrible.

10             ALEC also recommends rules and changes
11 that, one, on paper I believe would make our pension
12 fund look inefficient, underfunded, and poorly ran by
13 our current Board.  Some of the things we are seeing
14 here in Ohio, I believe the goal is to undercut our
15 Pension Board and our Pension Board members to make
16 them look incompetent and terrible so they can
17 replace them because, if you are not familiar, State
18 Teachers Board, who had a change, has had some
19 controversy going on.  And they used that controversy
20 to come in and cut the legs out from them and take
21 the teachers off the Board and put government people
22 in.
23             They also suggest under reform that the
24 state pensions, some of the following actions be
25 taken, and I have a full list in the report, each
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1 jurisdiction would require legislative approval for
2 an increase in benefits.  So if the Pension Board
3 wants to increase the benefits in their purview, they
4 would no longer be able to do that.  They would have
5 to go to the legislature for approval for increasing
6 new benefits.  Each jurisdiction should require voter
7 approval for any issue to finance unfunded
8 liabilities in the pension.  It says when defined
9 benefit pensions in our public pensions benefit plan

10 fails to meet actuarial standing, okay, it fails to
11 meet 20-year -- the new 20-year actuarial standard
12 they are going to try and do, each jurisdiction
13 should do this, declare an actuarial emergency.  That
14 sets a legal precedent for fundamental reform of
15 these claims.  Freeze the defined benefit pension
16 plans and replace defined benefit plans with defined
17 contribution plans, word for word what ALEC states.
18 Increase payroll contributions for existing employees
19 until the employee and employees -- employers and
20 employees equally share the cost.
21             So right now I think in Ohio -- I am not
22 sure what the current contribution is for a police
23 officer.  12-1/2?  Roughly 12.25 and the employer is
24 19.  Well, they want to keep it equal.  And if
25 anybody thinks that they are going to say, okay,
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1 well -- what they are going to do, they will cut the
2 employer contribution to your 12-1/2.  They are not
3 going to increase the employer contribution.  They
4 are going to give them a huge cut, and it will be
5 equal.  We will all be at 12 point whatever.
6             So when they do that and then they
7 declare an emergency and they do all these things and
8 brings the current retirement system management into
9 the purview of the executive and legislative branch

10 of the government, and this is word for word how ALEC
11 plans for pension plans.
12             They say the strength in the management
13 assistance role is to balance systems, assets and
14 liabilities by making the Board responsible for
15 employer and employee contributions.  Again, the
16 legislature doesn't want to go in and increase the
17 employer contribution.  They won't do it.  That's
18 their job.  They won't do it.  They once again want
19 to give this pension -- this to the Board so if it
20 happens, they don't have to take the credit for it.
21             I believe the long-term goal is to create
22 a government takeover of the Board and their
23 ability -- our ability and knowledge of assets, to
24 change the pension funds to defined benefits, defined
25 contribution plans, and to turn our money and assets
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1 over to private investors, probably their friends,
2 who -- I believe it was -- they talked about -- Mark
3 or Brian talked about the stats of the police and
4 fire and how well the returns are doing.  Well, I can
5 tell you what they pay to staff and their vendors are
6 just small, minutes of money compared to what they
7 would have to pay to private investors to invest
8 those moneys.
9             That's the goal.  Turn the money over, to

10 take it away from us, turn it over to private
11 investors so they can charge high fees and take it
12 off our money.
13             In the past ALEC's recommendations have
14 become law in Ohio.  Currently Ohio's current Senate
15 President, Rob McColley, has had no desire to listen
16 to us talk about pension increases for employers'
17 contributions.  He is a member of the Board now so
18 that shouldn't surprise anybody.
19             You may have heard the saying that the
20 best predictor of the future is to look at the past.
21 If that is true, I think Ohio's plans in the not too
22 distant future for our pension systems are clear and
23 dangerous.
24             Mr. President, with that I will stand for
25 any questions.
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1             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Questions of Mike
2 before we go to Mike Weinman?  Do you see how this
3 stuff is interconnected?  Can you imagine asking your
4 city to pay more for pension contributions at the
5 same time they had the property tax revenue stream
6 eliminated?  What do you think the chances are that
7 you could get the city of Cleveland to pay more for
8 the pension after you've eliminated their property
9 taxes revenue stream?  We have -- it's all connected.

10 All connected.  Star -- star of the government.  You
11 are part of the government.
12             Mike Weinman.
13             MR. WEINMAN:  Good afternoon, everyone.
14 We are going to start with House Bill 5.  House Bill
15 5 was designed to look like a criminal firearm bill.
16 What it also does is it lowers the penalty for
17 weapons under disability from a 3 to a 4.  They have
18 taken out a lot of the automatic expungement things
19 so that's a good thing.  But those were in there for
20 a while.  It's more up to the discretion of the judge
21 now.
22             House Bill 20, the Halo Bill, but they
23 took the halo out.  So the Prosecutors' Association
24 said, look, there is no way we can cross with this
25 14-foot car -- you know, halo around law enforcement
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1 or firefighters, so they got rid of that all
2 together.  So there is no distance.  So as long as
3 you give someone a warning to say stay back, it could
4 be 20 feet away and that would be an M1.
5             And why is it an M1?  Because there is a
6 presumption of jail time with an M1, not the F4 or
7 F5.  We've talked a lot about budget.  We tried to
8 get these priority issues into the budget through
9 amendments and things like that and weren't

10 successful, but we had quite a few people actually
11 drafting for us present them.  It basically came down
12 to a leadership decision not to put those things in
13 and that was, you know, pension equalization
14 contributions, the arming, and the OPERS-LE DROP.
15 But we drafted the sample bills I think except for
16 the arming of the officers.  I do have language for
17 that though.
18             Senator Schaffer had that and I have a
19 call into Senator Schaffer to see if he is actually
20 going to do that as stand-alone bill.  I actually had
21 a -- I had an idea of putting those facilities under
22 the purview of the Inspection Commission.  There
23 is -- there was a panel of three Senators, three
24 Representatives who would go in and inspect the
25 prisons and things like that, and I thought we could
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1 apply this to the mental health and developmental
2 disabilities facilities, but in the budget, it
3 completely eliminated that.  It doesn't exist any
4 more.
5             So they gave the authority to inspect
6 prisons over to the AG's office, and I am not sure
7 how that's going to look, but we'll have -- we'll try
8 to get that in there.  Still have a meeting with AG
9 Yost and see if they want to do it.

10             I had already had a meeting with the
11 Legislative Commission, and they seemed to be onboard
12 with that, but now it doesn't exist any more.
13             So there was obviously some weird things
14 in the budget that received line item vetoes.  And
15 one of the things they have is the state parks would
16 have the contract with local law enforcement, local
17 fire for any runs into a state park.
18             So the Governor line item vetoed that.
19 They felt that was going to put a lot of strain on
20 the state parks' budgets.  But, yeah, state agencies
21 would no longer have the training reimbursement for
22 CPT.  They eliminated that.  That was a line item
23 veto.  That's not something that is coming back on
24 overrule but it could.  They could overrule anything
25 that he line item vetoed in the budget, and they can
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1 do it all the way up until December 31 of next year.
2 There is no time frame when they can override a line
3 item veto.
4             Now, they also had a thing in there where
5 juveniles convicted as adults would be mandated to go
6 to DYS.  The Governor line item vetoed that too so
7 that they would still go to the DRC.
8             House Bill 88, Jon Sopczak did testimony
9 on that.  That has to deal with rates and penalties

10 for trafficking in drugs.  He did an excellent job on
11 that testimony before the House Committee.
12             House Bill 131, Senate Bill 114 for the
13 traffic ticket and arrest quotas, so the vehicle for
14 that was Senate Bill 114 and that made it to the
15 Governor.  It was signed two weeks ago, and we are
16 hoping to have a ceremonial signing on that with the
17 Governor.  I still don't have a Mike DeWine pen so I
18 want to get my Mike DeWine pen.  And I think Brian
19 Steel wants to plaster pictures of that signing all
20 over Whitehall, so we will see what happens with
21 that.
22             We signed some letters.  We did a letter
23 of support for the Brown Stadium move.  We did a
24 letter of support for Senate Bill 1.  Well, a letter,
25 you know, against the, as Jay mentioned, a lot of
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1 collective bargaining agreement stuff that was in

2 Senate Bill 1, that education, higher education bill.

3 We signed onto a letter in support of the 911 user

4 fee, so all your cell phone bills are going to be

5 going up but that's to pay for E911, the PSAPs.  So

6 that was a good thing.  That actually stayed in the

7 budget, wasn't line item vetoed, and I was told it

8 was the FOP's logo on the letterhead that helped push

9 that over the edge.

10             And we had the House Bill 372 which was

11 Cindy Abrams' bill.  That's the Larry Henderson Act.

12 So we are going to be monitoring that, seeing how

13 that -- probably testifying in support of that.

14             So, you know, I wanted to make it short.

15 I will be happy to stand for any questions you may

16 have.

17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So you've heard from

18 multiple speakers about how we mobilized for the

19 Social Security Fairness Act by calling, by

20 e-mailing, by showing up.  To protect our pensions,

21 we need the same effort.  To protect our rights, we

22 need the same effort.  We've joined in with the

23 firefighters doing a joint campaign to maintain our

24 strength and security of our pensions.

25             Before I move into Trustee Reports, we
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1 are going to draw some tickets, and Travis has an
2 announcement -- or I have an announcement.  I want to
3 apologize to all the Members for the mistake that was
4 made on the cover of our conference book.  Officer
5 Jamieson Ritter, we have an incorrect date of his
6 line of duty death.  It should say July of 2024.  I
7 apologize for that mistake.
8             And with that I will ask TJ to pull some
9 tickets unless there are any questions before we move

10 on.
11             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  Get your tickets
12 out.  We are going to do 10.
13             (Raffle tickets.)
14                         - - -
15                    TRUSTEE REPORTS
16             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  All right.  District
17 Trustees want to start to make your way to the
18 microphones.  We will begin reports of the Trustees
19 starting with First District Trustee Brian Armstead.
20             TRUSTEE ARMSTEAD:  There we go.  Brothers
21 and Sisters, my Trustee Report has been reduced to
22 writing.  It's in your digital handbook.
23             The Audit Committee report on the 8th,
24 members of the committee met at the state office to
25 conduct the financial audit of the books.  I'm proud
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1 to present to you all that all the expenditures are

2 complete and it was attached also on the 8th.

3             Sadly we were short one member because

4 Clay Cozart was also on that committee.  It's a very

5 easy committee to be on mostly because of the staff

6 at the state office.  When you walk in that door and

7 sit down, everything is laid out for you.  They are

8 there for questions, and even with two people this

9 year, we had the books done in just a matter of

10 hours.  So thanks to the people at the state.

11             Thanks to everyone who reached out to

12 Lodge 7 at the passing of Clay Cozart, all of you who

13 came to the calling hours and celebration of life.

14 It did not go unnoticed.

15             Last thing I had is Summit County is

16 having a golf outing on September 8.  They would like

17 to know -- like you to know about it.  It will be at

18 the Chenoweth Golf Course here in Summit County.  If

19 you need any information, I have the flyer.  I am

20 going to try and get it up on the State FOP's

21 Facebook page as well, but it is also on the Summit

22 County's 139 Facebook page.

23             With that I stand for any questions.

24             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Questions for Brian?

25 Questions for Brian?  Thank you, Brian.
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1             District 2, David Kurzinsky.

2             TRUSTEE KURZINSKY:  District 2, David

3 Kurzinsky.

4             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Your mic is not on.

5 Hold on a second.

6             TRUSTEE KURZINSKY:  Maybe Brian broke it.

7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  While he is doing

8 that, we will have Susana go with District 3.

9             TRUSTEE SUSANA:  My report has been

10 reduced to writing as well.  It's in the handbook.

11             The only thing I wanted to let you know

12 September 27, I will be hosting the poker walk to

13 benefit the foundation at Put-in-Bay and this year's

14 theme is a golf theme so if you got your crazy golf

15 pants, skirt, whatever come on up and join us.  All

16 proceeds go to the foundation.  Thank you.

17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  What was the date?

18 September what?

19             TRUSTEE SUSANA:  September 27.

20             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  September 27, I will

21 tell you if you've never done that, it's a fantastic

22 thing.  The easy way for the foundation to make some

23 money is by going on a poker walk and drinking your

24 way through Put-in-Bay.  Fantastic.

25             All right.  Let's try again.  Trustee
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1 Kurzinsky.
2             TRUSTEE KURZINSKY:  Working yet?
3 Working.  David Kurzinsky, Second District.  Real
4 quick here, I have some good news to report.  Do you
5 remember Brother Dakota Wetzel who got shot in the
6 head?  He was from St. Clair Township PD.  Excellent
7 news to report.  He's recovering well, and actually
8 on July 12, here this past weekend, he married the
9 President of Lodge 141 Lisa Beam's daughter.  So

10 great news from that.  And I have been told he is
11 planning on returning to work in February.
12             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  That is fantastic.
13 I want to thank everybody who contributed to our
14 fundraising events to put money into the hands of
15 Brother Dakota Wetzel and Sister Regan Lambert
16 Wetzel.
17             TRUSTEE KURZINSKY:  Also I would like to
18 thank Brothers Jay McDonald and TJ Assion.  They
19 dropped everything that they had and were there for
20 the family and also to the Pennsylvania FOP for
21 picking up the bill for the family's stay in the
22 hotel.
23             I am also happy to report after a little
24 time of inactivity, Youngstown Lodge 28 is back and
25 working again.  Installed their Board on June 10, my
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1 first one, so I was happy to do that.

2             We are also chartering a new lodge in

3 Monroe County so increase our membership.  Always a

4 good thing.  I have from Tuscora Lodge 4.  They have

5 raffle tickets here for a crossbow, 500 tickets and

6 $10 each.  And also Dingers for Deputies Softball

7 Tournament, Saturday, September 20, so contact Matt

8 Russ, (330) 402-9150, Mahoning County Deputies Lodge

9 141.  The flyers are on the table.

10             And for that I will stand for questions.

11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Questions from Dave?

12             Brother Porter.

13             BROTHER PORTER:  First, I would like to

14 thank the Fifth District for hosting this great

15 event.

16             I would like to go on to tell you the

17 Fourth District continues to try to grow.  We are

18 doing recruiting events and visiting area

19 departments.  Recently made a call -- two Mifflin

20 Township Officers were shot in the line of duty.  One

21 of those -- while they're both Capital City 9

22 members, one is a Zanesville native.  He is near and

23 dear to our hearts, Zane Lodge 5.  He was critically

24 injured.

25             I am happy to report that he is
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1 recovering at home and doing remarkably well.  Wishes
2 to thank all the members for the thoughts, prayers,
3 and donations.  He appreciates how everyone came
4 together to support his family, and in his words it's
5 a true testament what the FOP is all about.
6             Fourth District looks forward to hosting
7 the Spring Board Meeting in 2026, and my report is in
8 the handbook.
9             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you,

10 Mr. Porter.
11             Brother Spires.
12             TRUSTEE SPIRES:  Jeff Spires, District 5.
13 First, I would like to thank District 9 for coming to
14 District 5 to have this event.  Put on a great show.
15 And both my District Report and my Benefits Committee
16 Report are reduced to writing in the handbook.
17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you, Jeff.
18             Brother Watkins.
19             TRUSTEE WATKINS:  The Sixth District
20 Trustee Report is reduced to writing in the handbook.
21 The Committee Report is also in the handbook.  Thank
22 you.
23             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you,
24 Mr. Watkins.
25             Brother Glaser.
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1             TRUSTEE GLASER:  Damian Glaser, Seventh
2 District.  My report has also been reduced to
3 writing.  It's in the handbook.  Please read it with
4 a grain of salt.
5             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Please note that
6 Brother Fioritto's picture has most -- been noted
7 most likely to be a mugshot.
8             TRUSTEE FIORITTO:  I was just going to
9 say I am accepting donations to get my glamour shots

10 like everybody else.  Apparently I'm not involved.
11 My report -- full report is in the delegate handbook.
12 I just want to let you guys know July 18 to 21, the
13 Holiday Inn Rockside Inn has been reserved, contract
14 signed so look forward to seeing everybody for a
15 great party in a year.
16             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Absolutely.
17             Brother Halusek.
18             TRUSTEE HALUSEK:  I would like to thank
19 District 5 for allowing us the opportunity to come to
20 their district and host this for you.  They have done
21 so much for us.  The event out there is all them
22 tonight, so if you see a Grumpy shirt, that's Jeff.
23 No, really, thanks, everybody, for coming.  I hope to
24 see everybody outside.
25             A few things on my end, Jay got elected.
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1 We have been very involved with Jay both politically
2 in DC and Columbus.  Any time he calls and asks, we
3 send as many as he needs to do whatever he needs.  So
4 it's been a real pleasure working for the state.  I
5 do appreciate it.
6             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Brother Bramel.
7             TRUSTEE BRAMEL:  My report has been
8 reduced to writing.  I do want to appreciate
9 everything you guys have done for our district,

10 making our priority your priority of mental health
11 and department of disabilities.  It means a lot to
12 us.  Thank you very much.
13             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Brother Davis.
14             TRUSTEE DAVIS:  Details of my report have
15 been reduced to writing.  However, I will mention a
16 few things.
17             As Chairman of the Motorcade Committee, I
18 just want to thank everyone who participated this
19 year in the motorcade.  Happy to report we had around
20 112 marked police vehicles in that motorcade.  Just
21 phenomenal support.  Please, next year -- I don't
22 have a date yet but look for an announcement that
23 will come out, e-mails and whatnot.
24             But I just want to recognize someone,
25 Chet DeLong, for his organizing of the motorcade
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1 around I think it was 2006.  He put that together,
2 and he chaired that for all these years, so I just
3 want to have everyone give him a thanks for all the
4 hard work.
5             (Applause.)
6             TRUSTEE DAVIS:  It's really an amazing
7 event.
8             Lastly, Lodge 9 is hosting a concert Blue
9 Tones.  If you like country music, naturally be there

10 on July 31 at 7:00 p.m., $25 ticket.  Great time.
11 And that's all I have.
12             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  The money I save
13 drinking in the tent tonight can pay for raffle
14 tickets, concert tickets, softball tournaments, all
15 of that stuff.  Thanks to the District 9 people
16 hosting the conference in District 5.
17             Any questions for our trustees?
18                         - - -
19                  NOMINATIONS FOR SITE
20             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  We are now at the
21 point where we will entertain any motions for the
22 2028 FOP of Ohio conference site.  Any nominations
23 for the FOP of Ohio 2028 conference site?
24             Sister Beam, microphone 4.
25             SISTER BEAM:  Is it on?  I have to stand
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1 on my tiptoes, but we would like to bring the
2 conference to Youngstown in 2028 if you all would
3 like to come up.  I have a site in mind, and Denise
4 is going to come up and do a walk through with us
5 after Miami is over.
6             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  And I so move.  Is
7 there a second?  Brother Kurzinsky.  Motion has been
8 made to go to Mahoning County 2028.  Under
9 discussion.

10             Seeing and hearing none, all those in
11 favor of the motion, certify by saying aye.  Opposed
12 say nay.
13             (Vote taken; motion passes.)
14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Congratulations.
15             SISTER BEAM:  Thank you.
16             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  We travel every
17 corner of the state, Cincinnati, Youngstown,
18 Cleveland, Columbus.  We are waiting for a Dayton
19 invite here soon, and we're looking forward to going.
20             Just so you know, next year we are going
21 to Independence, and in 2027, we will be right back
22 here.
23                         - - -
24

25
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1                   NATIONAL FOP 2029
2             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  All right.  The next
3 thing that we're going to have on our agenda are
4 presentations for contenders for the National FOP
5 2029 site, and we are going to start with asking Mike
6 Sauger from Michigan to come up and give us a
7 presentation, and then after he is done, we have a
8 video from our friends in Nashville.
9             (Video.)

10             MI FOP PRESIDENT SAUGER:  All right.  I
11 know.  I know.  I'm standing between you guys and
12 hospitality, so I will be very quick here for the
13 rest of this.  Brothers and Sisters, I stand before
14 you to ask you for your support in selecting the city
15 of Detroit as the host for the 2029 National FOP
16 Conference.
17             The state of Michigan was founded in
18 1939.  Our FOP in our 86 years has never hosted or
19 never bid for a National Conference in Detroit.  We
20 think now is the time.  Got a couple reasons behind
21 all that.  First off, Detroit is the only city that
22 can host a conference in the month of August, our
23 proposed dates of August 13 through the 17th of 2029.
24 For the weather in Detroit, right on the river, it's
25 a real feel temperature of 81, average low is 63.
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1 It's perfect for the Detroit riverfront and all of
2 our outdoor activities we have planned.
3             It's also affordable.  Detroit offers
4 great competitive pricing on our restaurants, our
5 bars, our lodging compared to the other major cities.
6 Our hotel rates are lower.  Our parking rates are
7 lower.  And travel cost is a factor.  With nearly
8 40 percent of the National FOP membership, it's a
9 six-hour drive or less.  Airfare to Detroit also

10 remains one of the most affordable in the country.
11             As far as safety, Detroit is not a bad
12 city with a proven track record of hosting large
13 scale events.  In fact, Detroit was host to the NFL
14 draft two years ago setting the highest attendance
15 record of 775,000 with zero incidents.
16             The Detroit Police Department
17 representing 98 percent staffed right now with
18 partnerships including cutting edge technology which
19 has made downtown Detroit one of the safest urban
20 areas in the nation right now.
21             Hotel blocks, you saw in the slide 5,500
22 rooms ranging from 189 a night to 324 a night.  There
23 are an additional 1,300 rooms that are already under
24 construction that will be ready by 2028.  Our hotel
25 block includes three casinos including MGM Grand,

Page 206

1 Motor City Casino, and Hollywood Casino.  So if you
2 are not staying in a casino, they are walkable from
3 all your hotels and convention center.
4             Our location will be downtown Detroit
5 along the riverfront, and Detroit's Riverwalk has
6 been the No. 1 voted riverwalk in the U.S. by USA
7 Today readers the last three years in a row.  We are
8 located in part of the arena district, the only
9 downtown in America that is home to all four major

10 sports teams.
11             All this is surrounded by award-winning
12 restaurants and over 130 bars in a 1-mile radius.
13 Detroit mobility, is very highly walkable and some
14 mobility options with bikes, scooters, a people mover
15 connects you to the downtown hotels and our
16 convention center.
17             We are already working with some of
18 Detroit's biggest partners in entertainment to
19 provide meaningful experiences which is the very
20 spirit the FOP was founded on over 100 years ago.
21             I ask you to learn more about our bid at
22 fopdetroit.com.  If you are going to Miami, I ask you
23 to support for us in Detroit.  And those who know me,
24 I have been around these conferences here in Ohio for
25 a while.  The only maize and blue in this room is
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1 sitting over here.  And just to share that, we have

2 also brought two official Buckeye jerseys we are

3 going to donate to be included in your raffles just

4 to show the spirit from us.

5             With that, Mr. President, thank you for

6 the opportunity and I stand for any questions.

7             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have a question.

8             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Yes, Don.

9             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I have two

10 questions.  FOP Lodge 25 Cleveland, the laws on carry

11 and specifically in Detroit?

12             MI FOP PRESIDENT SAUGER:  Yeah.  Laws of

13 carry, the FOP in Detroit city, we have got support

14 from all of the -- the police department all the way

15 down.  Currently the Chief of Police is an FOP

16 member.  We will have a new Governor at that point.

17 And the odds are the Governor may be an FOP member as

18 well.  Open carry and you can carry anywhere in any

19 facility.

20             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is Detroit in town

21 and are they playing the Tribe?

22             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I hope so.

23             MI FOP PRESIDENT SAUGER:  The schedule is

24 way too far in advance.  I can tell you that the

25 lobbyist firm Ilitch Holdings which owns the Tigers
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1 and the Red Wings is also a lobbyist for the FOP in
2 Michigan so there will be some connection to baseball
3 if we can get it during the week.
4             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.
5             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  You said casinos.  I
6 saw Dave's eyes get really big.
7             All right.  Any other questions of Mike?
8 We will use the red tickets to give these Ohio state
9 jerseys.  We will do that after we play the

10 Nashville.  So give your attention to the Nashville.
11             (Video.)
12             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I want to make sure
13 you know that the Nashville Andrew Jackson Lodge 5
14 President Grega was intending to be here today to
15 give a presentation on behalf of Nashville and Andrew
16 Jackson Lodge 5 but was unable to attend due to a
17 conflict, and he is making plans to talk to our folks
18 in Miami.
19             Anybody got any questions before we move
20 on?
21             All right.  Before we go, get out your
22 red tickets.  I will give these jerseys away.
23             (Raffle drawing.)
24                         - - -
25
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1             ANNOUNCEMENT TO MEET CHAIRMEN
2             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  A couple of
3 announcements before we leave.  All District Trustees
4 have been advised about the District caucus and this
5 is where they will happen.  District 1 will be in
6 that back corner back there.  District 2 will be in
7 the private dining room outside the restaurant.
8 Districts 3, 4, and 10 will caucus in Room 1401.
9 District 5 will be in this corner.  District 6 will

10 be in the nook beside Starbucks.  District 7 will be
11 in this corner over here.  District 8 will be in
12 Patriot South.  District 9 will be at the Sapphire
13 Room.  And District 11 will be in Patriot North.
14 Shouldn't be very long.  Shouldn't be very long.
15             Any questions before we recess to the
16 caucuses?  Cincinnati.  Brother Kober is on the way.
17 Taste of Cincinnati tonight at 5:30.  We will start
18 9:00 a.m. with a presentation from President Yoes at
19 9:00 a.m.
20             BROTHER KOBER:  As President McDonald
21 said, 5:30 at the tent.  If you are staying at a
22 hotel that's not on site, in your packet you should
23 have the phone numbers to call and text them.  They
24 are going to start running shuttles now.  We will be
25 able to take care of that.
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1             The only last thing, my Delegates from
2 Queen City Lodge 69, as soon as we break here, I need
3 everybody in this corner, and we are going to get
4 some photos.  That's all I have.
5                         - - -
6                      ADJOURNMENT
7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  All right.  We stand
8 in recess until 9:00 a.m.
9             (Thereupon, at 3:21 p.m., the meeting was

10 adjourned.)
11                         - - -
12
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1                      CERTIFICATE
2             I do hereby certify that the foregoing is
3 a true and correct transcript of the proceedings
4 taken by me in this matter on Monday, July 14, 2025,
5 and carefully compared with my original stenographic
6 notes.
7

8

                     _______________________________
9                      Karen Sue Gibson, Registered

                     Merit Reporter.
10

11 (KSG-7799a)
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1                              Tuesday Morning Session,
2                              July 15, 2025.
3                         - - -
4                     CALL TO ORDER
5             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Brothers and
6 Sisters, please come to order as we reconvene the
7 89th Annual Conference of the Fraternal Order of
8 Police.  If you are able, please rise for an opening
9 prayer by Lodge 69 Chaplain Austin Lee.

10                         - - -
11                   PRAYER AND PLEDGE
12             (Opening prayer.)
13             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Please be seated.
14 We don't typically do the pledge on day two.  If you
15 want to do the pledge, I am more than happy to.
16 Pledge, let's do it.  Stand up.
17             (Pledge of Allegiance.)
18             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Welcome back.  I
19 was -- after being in the tent past my designated
20 10:00 p.m. last night, I was still out there for a
21 little while, I left many of you when I came in, so I
22 am glad to see you this morning.  And I understand
23 some of you still haven't been to bed yet but looking
24 forward to seeing them as well.  Because we went a
25 little deeper into the agenda yesterday I expect to
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1 be out at the regular traditional time today.  Be

2 aware of that but also be aware of the hotel check

3 out.  Okay?

4                         - - -

5        PRESENTATION BY NFOP PRESIDENT YOES TO

6                 SENATOR SHERROD BROWN

7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  We are going to

8 start off day two with a presentation from National

9 President Patrick Yoes to Senator Sherrod Brown.

10             President Yoes.

11             PRESIDENT YOES:  Thank you.  Good

12 morning.

13             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Good morning.

14             PRESIDENT YOES:  Good morning.  Good

15 morning.  You know, Brothers and Sisters, we talked

16 yesterday about the Social Security Fairness Act.  I

17 really want to continue that discussion because I

18 think seldom do we have an opportunity to see such a

19 monumental change, something that impacts our members

20 to the level that I don't think any of us can really

21 wrap our head around.

22             I will tell you that when we were going

23 through this process, to me it was just a goal.  It

24 was a goal to get this thing done.  It wasn't until

25 after and I started getting phone calls from people,
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1 and then after I started getting phone calls from
2 people that started getting checks, just realized the
3 impact we have had on generations.
4             Let me tell you these things don't
5 happen.  As hard as it is, the moon shot, getting
6 this passed all starts with we would think seemingly
7 simple steps and that is members of Congress stepping
8 forward and doing the right thing.  The only way we
9 could pass this would be to have a nonpartisan

10 approach to it.
11             In the House we had two people that led
12 it.  It was Abigail Spanberger on the Democratic side
13 from Virginia and Garret Graves on the Republican
14 side from Louisiana of the House.
15             In the Senate same exact thing.  Sherrod
16 Brown from here in Ohio was the author of this bill
17 and also a Senator from Louisiana submitted as well.
18 So this bill would not be -- we would not have passed
19 it had it not been for the courage and leadership of
20 the members of the Congress, both the House and the
21 Senate.
22             So with that, Mr. Brown, Senator, I want
23 to thank you.  I want to thank you.  You allowed us
24 to do something we didn't have an opportunity to do.
25 21 years ago as an organization we voted at a
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1 conference in Orlando that we were going to set this
2 as the No. 1 priority.  We had been fighting it for
3 40 years.  It took 20 years for people to really
4 realize how unjust it was.
5             This has been the No. 1 focus for us.  It
6 had been 17 years we had hearings, 17 years talking
7 about this and people patting us on the back, you
8 know what, I am going to support you, never doing it
9 in its 21 years.

10             17 years was the last time we had
11 hearings, and you made one of those happen.  You had
12 a hearing where the President of Columbus testified.
13 I want to thank you for allowing him to give voice to
14 the men and women.  You did the same thing with the
15 House.  And there was a third hearing for the people
16 that wanted to kill it.  We weren't allowed to
17 participate in that one.
18             I want to thank you for what you do.
19 It's important for us to recognize those who have the
20 courage to stand with us on things that are so
21 vitally important for us, and we recognize you.
22             So with that I have asked Jimmy
23 Holderfield, our National Secretary, to join me here
24 at the stage as well as Brian because Brian is part
25 of the testimony and Jay.  This state played a huge
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1 part, a huge part.  We would not be here today if it
2 had not been for you, if it had not been for the men
3 and women in this room doing their part, had it not
4 been for the State Lodge.  Thank you.  Thank you.
5             This was a Herculean effort.  So many
6 people made it happen, and it all started with the
7 courage of being a cosponsor of a bill, you and
8 Senator Casten.  So I want to thank you on behalf of
9 the National Fraternal Order of Police, Senator

10 Sherrod Brown, presented in gratitude and recognition
11 in outstanding advocacy in the passage of the Social
12 Security Fairness Act signed by myself and Jimmy
13 Holderfield, National Secretary.
14             This award was supposed to be given quite
15 some time ago, and I am sorry it has taken us this
16 long to get it to you.  We are six months after the
17 signing of this bill, but his availability and my
18 availability just were not lining up, too many
19 conflicts, but better late than never.  I just want
20 you to know how much we appreciate your leadership on
21 something that has touched every single member, not
22 even in this room right now but generations to come.
23 Thank you.
24             (Applause.)
25             SENATOR BROWN:  Thank you, President
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1 Yoes.  Good to see you again.  I don't think the last
2 time I saw him but one of the first times I saw him,
3 we had a joint hearing on fend off fentanyl, another
4 one of your priorities I led the charge on.  And I
5 was steering the Senate committee in those days, and
6 he sat at the committee table with Jelly Roll.  And
7 they are a little different in their presentation,
8 and Jelly Roll hasn't the couth the National
9 President does.  To watch the two of them together

10 play off one another and joke with each other both
11 before the hearing and publicly after the hearing
12 told me how important it was we got that bill signed
13 into law.
14             But our real focus, as you say, and
15 thanks to all of you, particularly Jay, your State
16 President, who I have known, and Gary, whom I have
17 known forever.  This again, as President Yoes says,
18 this could not have happened without the grassroots
19 efforts of pretty much all of your Senators, all your
20 House members, and it was national.  Ohio alone
21 250,000 people will benefit, thousands of police
22 officers, a lot of teachers, and school bus drivers,
23 cafeteria workers, state workers, and it's not --
24 this wasn't a gift.  This was something you earned,
25 and I thank you for making that happen.
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1             I think the real launch point, and Brian
2 was there and Gary -- Gary was there and Jay, so many
3 of you, the real -- when it really took off --
4 because I had been working with this for 10 years and
5 I sat with FOP members and lots of public employees
6 and various souls would come up to me and say this is
7 unfair.  I agree.  I put my name on the bill, but we
8 just weren't getting it moved until we did the
9 hearing with the fire -- fire, the Union Fire -- it's

10 an old fire station, the Union Fire Hall,
11 firefighters' hall in Columbus.
12             And Brian testified.  Thank you wherever
13 you went.  A number of others testified including a
14 bus driver who drives -- who for 40 years has driven
15 up and down 200 miles a day along the Ohio River with
16 very little pay.  She is a bus driver and drives
17 disabled kids.  Had to retire because of arthritis.
18 But the stories that Brian told, that police --
19 police officer in Cleveland told the story that we
20 had heard from everybody.
21             From that moment on we saw -- we got
22 cosponsors.  We got the last few Democrats on the
23 bill, got a lot of Republicans.  I went to the
24 Democratic Leader, Senate Majority Leader Chuck
25 Schumer.  He finally agreed to put it on the floor.

Page 222

1 I cast a lot of votes in the Senate.  It was after
2 midnight the last day of session, the last day I was
3 at the Senate, after midnight, and we passed it with
4 70 some votes, and it got that close to not passing.
5 It passed by a great margin, but we had to build that
6 grassroots efforts and that's what you did.
7             And so again, this happened -- I worked
8 really hard on this, okay, fine, but this happened
9 because of your involvement, and I am so appreciative

10 of that.  I have seen a lot of you lots of times at
11 different events, and you have continued to come up
12 and talk to me and push this.  I go back to -- to
13 another fight we were involved in and that's SB 5,
14 Issue 2 on the ballet more than a decade ago, and it
15 was an example when police -- police officers and
16 firefighters and AFSCME members, steelworkers,
17 autoworkers, and machinists coming together and when
18 they tried to win the legislature and the Governor
19 tried to take collective bargaining rights from you,
20 and we pulled together.
21             Again, when -- across the board when
22 unions and activists step up and do what we should be
23 doing and that's -- that's what we have is victories.
24 And it wouldn't have happened back then, it wouldn't
25 have happened without your involvement today.  So
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1 again, thank you.  Thank you for the retirees
2 involved.  I hear stories about this.  Really I am --
3 you know, I hear stories.  My wife and I just moved
4 from Cleveland to Columbus.  We are now 11 minutes
5 from five grandchildren.  If you are old enough, you
6 get what that means.  And when I am in a grocery
7 store in Columbus, Bexley or Mansfield or Zanesville
8 or Youngstown, wherever I am people come up.  Some
9 people have gotten checks for $5,000.  Some people

10 got a check for $30,000.  People are getting 3, 4, 5
11 hundred, 6 hundred dollars more a month.
12             It's changed people's lives, and it's
13 rare to pass something in Congress that really does
14 significantly change people's lives and that's -- I
15 am so glad the last bill, the last bill I voted on,
16 the last act I did in Congress, I got to go to the
17 bill signing.  Again, bipartisan as President Yoes
18 said.
19             So thank you, thank you, for this award.
20 We'll find ways, trust me, to do work together on
21 issues like this.  I appreciate your activism.  I
22 appreciate every day your service to the people of
23 this state.  Nobody is more important than the police
24 officers on the streets.  I know up close, and I know
25 from a public policy perspective both, communities
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1 are more dangerous than when you first took an oath
2 as a police officer.  So thanks for the award.  More
3 importantly thanks for making your communities and
4 our country better.  Thanks.
5             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Let's go this way.
6 Before we start back into our regular agenda, I want
7 to ask a question.  How many members in this room
8 have been in the Fraternal Order of Police for more
9 than 50 years?  Stand up if you have been an FOP

10 member for more than 50 years.
11             (Applause.)
12             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  After our next
13 speaker, I would like all of you that are more than
14 50 years, we are going to come down into this corner
15 and take a photograph so we can remember this day we
16 were able to gather with so many people who gave so
17 many decades of service to the Fraternal Order of
18 Police.
19                         - - -
20               STATE SENATOR BILL DeMORA
21             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I would next like to
22 introduce a strong supporter of the Fraternal Order
23 of Police and law enforcement, Senator DeMora from
24 Columbus and Lodge 9 endorsed representative and
25 long-time friend.  Senator DeMora.
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1             SENATOR DeMORA:  Well, good morning,
2 everybody.  Thank you for allowing me to be here.
3 Bill DeMora, State Senator for the District 25 which
4 is the northern half of Columbus, the Ohio State
5 University Buckeye alumni.  I have my shirt on and
6 watch and three other things that say Ohio State on
7 them.
8             I want to thank you for this.  I am
9 honored to be in front of all you who put their

10 bodies and lives on the line every single day to
11 protect your communities.  Looking at this, I see the
12 men and women who run towards danger when everyone
13 else runs away.  I see the officers who answer the
14 call to serve, who made the choice to stand between
15 chaos and order in our communities.
16             I am here today because I am happy to
17 fight this with you in Columbus.  Let me be clear,
18 these need to be fought for.  For too long
19 politicians have done a disservice to you, the law
20 enforcement community, allowing racism to support
21 your career and families to crumble.  That ends now.
22 We are done making promises on hollow gestures.  The
23 pension system is funded for law enforcement
24 officers.  Police and Fire Pension Fund has paid
25 employer contributions since Reagan was in the White
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1 House.  That's over 40 years ago.  Meanwhile,
2 employer contributions have increased 2-1/4 percent.
3 Think about that.  The time of that, inflation, the
4 cost of everything else skyrocketed, your
5 responsibilities have increased, and your dangers
6 have evolved and increased, the system of Social
7 Security frozen in time for 40 years.  It's
8 completely unacceptable.
9             And to make matters worse, law

10 enforcement officers who are paid OPERS instead of
11 OP&F are required to work longer than if it were
12 OP&F.  This creates a two-tiered system for identical
13 services to be awarded differently based on the
14 pension system you will be placed in.  Officers doing
15 the same job, same risk, serving the same community,
16 different retirement process.  It's completely
17 backwards and has destroyed retention.
18             Let me talk about property taxes and how
19 they directly affect you.  I know your property taxes
20 have gone through the roofs.  I know mine have.  I am
21 sure all of yours have as well.  We have all felt it
22 but here is the reality, because the state has
23 largely stepped away from funding schools and public
24 safety directly, these resources rely on local
25 dollars more than ever, and the state budget just

Page 227

1 passed, I know you know, just passed eliminated a lot
2 of ways that local governments use property taxes to
3 pay for you and pay for schools.
4             Luckily the Governor vetoed those
5 provisions because he understood the importance of
6 communities.  We should not have to rely on the
7 Governor's veto to protect public service funding.
8 That was a last minute save and it still could be
9 overturned because next week supposedly the House

10 will be overriding some of those same vetoes on
11 property taxes; and the Senate, who knows when
12 they're coming back, Senators are coming back from
13 vacation, so it's good for all of us actually.  We
14 should be funding these things directly at the state
15 level, at the very level communities can provide for
16 you and your families.
17             So here is what I'm asking of each one of
18 you, reach out to your State Senators and State
19 Representatives, ask them to support the police in
20 all things but especially reform the pension systems
21 and not override the Governor's veto when it comes to
22 these property tax matters.  Your union leaders have
23 done an exceptional job fighting for you.  President
24 McDonald and the local President Steel are in my
25 office all the time just about any other union
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1 official -- more than any other union official, but
2 they cannot do it alone.
3             I want to be clear, I am not asking you
4 to become politicians.  God knows I don't want you to
5 become like me.  I'm asking you to stand up for
6 yourselves and your profession.  Know you have allies
7 in Columbus.  I understand the public safety is an
8 important issue.
9             I want to thank you all for your service.

10 Thank you for allowing me to be here.  Have a great
11 rest of your conference.  Thank you.
12             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Thank you, Senator
13 DeMora.
14             State Representative Cindy Abrams has
15 been delayed due to her attendance at a funeral.
16 When she comes to talk this morning, we will stop and
17 accommodate her when she gets here.  Our Cincinnati
18 folks know Cindy well and know her support of law
19 enforcement, and we will give her time when she is
20 able to be here.
21             If you have 50 years of service, please
22 start trying to make your way over in this corner,
23 and Rob will take a photo so we can remember today.
24             While they are doing that, let's pull
25 some numbers.  Anybody know where the tickets are?
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1             MR. CRAWFORD:  They were in the bucket
2 under the podium.
3             (Raffle drawing.)
4                         - - -
5             MEMORIAL CEREMONIES ADDITIONS
6             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  Secretary Parker
7 has additions to the memorial, please.
8             SECRETARY PARKER:  Brothers and Sisters,
9 we have an addition to our memorial services.

10 Cleveland Lodge 8, Vincent Marone.  Thank you.
11             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  Thank you,
12 everyone.  Second Vice, are you ready to go?
13                         - - -
14                         VENDOR
15             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  Next is going to
16 be Amanda Craig from Optivase, one of our vendors and
17 a sponsor of the State Conference this year.
18             MS. CRAIG:  Good morning, everyone.
19 Amanda Craig with Optivase.  This is our third year
20 sponsoring the Ohio Conference and we are actually
21 going to be in Miami, so it will be our second year
22 sponsoring National.
23             So if you didn't get a chance to talk to
24 me this time around, see me in Miami.  We do a number
25 of things for members across the country, and we
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1 worked in -- started in Florida.  We have been down
2 there for a few decades.  I live in Ohio, so I
3 brought these benefits to Ohio over the last few
4 years.
5             We currently work with some lodges
6 already, Dayton, Akron, Canton, Fairborn, a few
7 others and I am actually an Associate Member out of
8 the Akron Lodge as well.  Go Akron.
9             And the benefits we bring in are $10,000

10 accidental death and dismemberment coverage for every
11 member who meets with us, and we are not going to
12 call anyone or show up at anybody's doorstep so we
13 only talk to the members while we are here.
14 Preapproved by the E Board for the lodge covering
15 benefits.
16             Some of the benefits we offer, accidental
17 injury which is 24-hour coverage on and off the job,
18 and then we have critical illness coverage which pays
19 up to $100,000 in the event of internal cancer, heart
20 attack, stroke.  There is about 10 illnesses that are
21 covered as well.  We have permanent life insurance,
22 and we also have hospital indemnity insurance.  With
23 the accident and critical illness coverage, these are
24 union-sponsored benefits, so they have to be an FOP
25 member to take advantage of the benefits.
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1             But what's unique about us as opposed to
2 anything you get from the city or municipality that
3 they work for is that they keep the policies in force
4 for a certain amount of time and they don't have to
5 file a claim, they are going to get all their money
6 back, and then the policy automatically continues the
7 same coverage, same premium.  That goes on for life.
8 No bills go to the Union.
9             We don't need the city's involvement.

10 Everything is a direct pay by the member, and
11 everything that we offer is at no cost to the lodges
12 as well.  So make sure you take time to talk with me.
13             And our biggest thing is engagement and
14 education of member benefits.  For example, with
15 Florida Miami-Dade and Palm Beach County Sheriff's
16 Office for decades now and with that returned
17 premium, which means the member didn't use the
18 policy, we've returned about $20 million in premiums
19 back to police officers in those two departments so
20 long-standing relationships.  And I am looking
21 forward to building those relationships here in Ohio.
22             And we just got approved as a -- as a
23 group vendor by the State FOP at the E Board meeting
24 in May in Canton so make sure to stop by and see us.
25 And Rich Kerber from Cleveland is the winner of the
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1 Yeti.  Thanks, guys.
2                         - - -
3             CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS REPORT
4             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Constitution and
5 Bylaws Chairman Bill Saringer.  I told Bill not to
6 commit any crimes today because he wouldn't be hard
7 to pick out in a lineup.
8             2ND VICE PRESIDENT SARINGER:  Sorry.
9 Going to Churchill Downs afterwards.  If you would

10 all refer -- scan your QR code and refer to your
11 handbook, there are two amendments that were proposed
12 at the spring Board meeting that Secretary Parker
13 read into the record, so they were timely and they
14 were both submitted to the Constitution and Bylaws
15 Committee.
16             The first amendment affects Article V and
17 Article VI of the Constitution Bylaws and Article II
18 of the Bylaws; Article V Board of Trustees, Section 3
19 Meetings and Quorum; Article VI Annual Conference,
20 Section 1; and the Bylaws Article II President,
21 Section 1 Meetings and Legislative Chairman.
22             I am not going to read the entire
23 article, so I am just going to read the effective
24 change.  The first amendment, the preamble reads as
25 is "WHEREAS, the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio,
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1 Incorporated, is committed to maintaining continuity

2 of operations and responsiveness to the needs of its

3 members under all circumstances; WHEREAS, the FOP

4 recognizes the importance of conducting business

5 effectively during emergencies or other extraordinary

6 events; WHEREAS, advances in communication technology

7 allow for secure and inclusive virtual participation

8 in meetings; THEREFORE, be it resolved, that the

9 following amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws

10 of the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio,

11 Incorporated, are proposed by the Board of Trustees

12 to be considered at the Annual conference in 2025.

13             Basically what this -- these changes are

14 doing are allowing Board of Trustees to meet at the

15 State Conference to be held in a virtual platform

16 under certain circumstances as was just read in the

17 preamble.  So if you look at Section 3 under Meetings

18 and Quorums, the new change is Meetings of the Board

19 of Trustees, including the State Conference, may be

20 conducted by means of a virtual platform under the

21 following circumstances:  In the event of a natural

22 or man-made disaster; When a state of emergency is

23 declared; During instances of large-scale civil

24 unrest; or When deemed necessary by the President and

25 approved by a majority of the Board of Trustees.  The
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1 meeting Chair/designee shall ensure only duly
2 authorized members are permitted access to the
3 virtual meeting.  Procedural requirements, such as
4 the recording of attendance, minutes, and the conduct
5 of votes, shall apply equally to virtual meetings.
6 That is the only change in that section.
7             And Article V -- I'm sorry, Article VI,
8 Section 1, the changes, the annual conference may be
9 held in person or through a secure virtual platform

10 that ensures full participation by registered
11 delegates, including the ability to vote, speak, and
12 make motions, when approved by the President with
13 consent of the Board of Trustees and under
14 circumstances such as declared emergencies or
15 extraordinary events.
16             And the last change in the Bylaws Article
17 II, the President, Section 1 Meetings and Quorums,
18 the change is in Section a, the President may call
19 meetings of the Board of Trustees to be held in
20 person or by secure virtual means that allow all
21 members to participate simultaneously.
22             So those were the three changes.  Nothing
23 else in that article -- those articles that were
24 changed other than what I read and what's in the book
25 in bold.  The Committee saw there were no conflicts
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1 with the National.  We are going to recommend for

2 approval, and I so move.

3             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion made by

4 Chairman Saringer, seconded by Tony Zacharyasz.

5             Under discussion.  Under discussion.

6 Seeing/hearing none, all those in favor of the

7 motion, signify by saying aye.  Opposed say nay.

8 Motion passes.

9             (Vote taken; motion passes.)

10             2ND VICE PRESIDENT SARINGER:  The second

11 amendment affects the Bylaws Article XIX Annual

12 Conference, Section 4 Election of Officers.  That's

13 basically going to streamline the voting process to

14 become more efficient while maintaining integrity,

15 credibility of the process.  The Elections Committee,

16 appointed by the President, may authorize using a

17 secure electronic voting system, a printed ballot

18 process, or a combination thereof.

19             Again, this is just giving the

20 opportunity and the option if ever need be.  The

21 change reads as is, if you look at the second

22 amendment, Section 4, Election of Officers, I guess

23 I'll read the preamble, I did last time, WHEREAS, the

24 Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio, Incorporated, is

25 committed to modernizing its election procedures;
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1 and, WHEREAS, the FOP seeks to streamline the voting
2 process to ensure faster, more efficient elections;
3 WHEREAS, the FOP believes maintaining the highest
4 integrity in voting is essential to the credibility
5 of the election process; and, WHEREAS, the use of
6 secure electric voting enhances the accessibility,
7 security, and accuracy of elections while maintaining
8 an option for a printed ballot for those who request
9 it; THEREFORE, be it resolved, the following proposal

10 to amend Article XIX, Section 4 of the Constitution
11 and Bylaws of the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio,
12 Incorporated, is hereby proposed by the Board of
13 Trustees voted upon at the annual conference in 2025.
14             The change reads as is, the election
15 shall be conducted by secret ballot.  Conducted is
16 added in that sentence.  That sentence remains the
17 same.  Only addition is the word conducted.
18             Then the new change, the Elections
19 Committee, appointed by the President, may authorize
20 using a secure electronic voting system, a printed
21 ballot process, or a combination thereof, as
22 appropriate.  Each delegate, or his/her alternate,
23 shall receive either an electronic ballot with
24 instructions for secure submission or a printed
25 ballot listing all nominating -- all nominated
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1 candidates.
2             If the voting is done using a secure
3 electronic voting system, delegates who wish to vote
4 by printed ballot must submit a written request to
5 the Elections Committee no later than the close of
6 business on the first day of the Conference.  Printed
7 ballots shall be issued to verified requesting
8 delegates and cast in a secure ballot box.
9             The Elections Committee shall oversee all

10 aspects of the voting process, certify the results,
11 and report that the outcome -- report the outcome to
12 the delegates.
13             And there are no other changes in the
14 language of Article XIX except for what I just read.
15 Again, this is just giving us the option, not saying
16 that that's what we are doing.  Makes no conflicts so
17 we are going to recommend it be approved.  I so move.
18             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion made by
19 Chairman Saringer.  Seconded by Alan Mefferd.
20             Under discussion.  Under discussion.
21 Seeing/hearing none, all those in favor of the
22 motion, signify by saying aye.  Opposed say nay.
23 Motion passes.
24             (Vote taken; motion passes.)
25             2ND VICE PRESIDENT SARINGER:  Finally, I
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1 just want to thank these members on the Constitution
2 and Bylaw Committee for their work on the committee.
3 It's not an easy task, especially when everybody is
4 around the entire state of Ohio, but I would just
5 like to recognize the committee for all the work that
6 you guys do.  Zach Scott, Lodge 9; Marvin Murphy,
7 Lodge 7; Jon Halusek "Grumpy," Lodge 69; Rich Nester,
8 Lodge 140; Ron Susana, Lodge 17; Tim Richard, Lodge
9 2; Dave Patterson, Lodge 38; Jim Gallagher, Lodge

10 116; Ray Sorace, Lodge 67; and Alan Mefferd, Lodge
11 21.
12             Again, thank you, everybody, for being on
13 the committee and that concludes my report.  Thank
14 you.
15             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Questions for Bill?
16             Somebody let Tim Roop know we are ready
17 for him when he is ready to come in.
18             While we wait for Chairman Roop, Vice
19 President Assion would like me to remind you that if
20 you work for a county agency, you are a county
21 employee, and have yet to sign a petition to nominate
22 him to run for the OPERS Board, you can do so over --
23 I know Adam has them.  But stand up, Joe, so
24 everybody can see you.  If you can find Joe, I know
25 all the detectives in the room, if you can find Joe,
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1 then you can find the petition to sign for TJ.  We

2 would appreciate if you did that if you work for a

3 county agency.

4             So when we had our picture over here with

5 the 50 plus year members, 16 of them, 16 Brothers who

6 had more than 50 years of service to this

7 organization still working on the members we have as

8 Delegates.  That's amazing.  Amazing.  Five decades

9 of service to the men and women of law enforcement,

10 still here and 16 of them.  So give that one more

11 round of applause.

12             (Applause.)

13                         - - -

14           FINAL CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT

15             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  And the man who also

16 is deserving of applause, Chairman Tim Roop.

17             CHAIRMAN ROOP:  How are you?  Okay.  I

18 got to say that was the best FOP banquet last night

19 I've ever been to.

20             Moving on, I would like to thank the

21 angels from the state office, Denise, Peggy, Diane,

22 Carol.  And I would also like to thank the members of

23 my committee, Betsy Thayer, Dane Noe, Bob Stutes,

24 Karen Cydrus, Ben Wolodkiewicz, I think you have to

25 say it real fast, I think that's the key, Darrell
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1 Ball, Shannon Hennie, Stacy Griffith, Mike Haley,
2 Mike Severance, and Jeremy Hoffer.
3             Registration closed at 9:30, and the list
4 of Delegates has been prepared.  There are 235
5 Delegates and 21 Alternates registered.
6 Mr. President, I make a motion to receive initially
7 the registered Delegates and to receive my committee
8 report.
9             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion made by

10 Chair.  Seconded by Mike Haley.
11             Under discussion.  Seeing/hearing none,
12 all those in favor, signify by saying aye.  Opposed
13 say nay.  Motion passes.
14             (Vote taken; motion carries.)
15             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So we had a little
16 discussion about the Credentials Committee and if
17 they all should have to wear these shirts like
18 Darrell and Tim are doing today, and it remains under
19 discussion.  We will see.  We will see.
20             All right.  We are a little ahead of
21 schedule, we are going to be.  On every table is a
22 flier for the Great Lakes Training Conference, and I
23 want you to take a look at it, October 9 and 10, the
24 Four Winds Casino and Resort in New Buffalo,
25 Michigan, which is, very pertinent, closer to Chicago
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1 than it is the other side of the state.  But we have

2 an outstanding lineup of instructors and an even

3 better price.  And Mike Sauger is the current Chair

4 of the Great Lakes Coalition, and after Miami, I will

5 be the Chair of the Great Lakes Coalition because it

6 rotates alphabetically.

7             And our goal has always been to try to

8 get 25 people from Ohio for this training.  If you

9 have been to this training, raise your hand.  If you

10 are not raising your hand, ask any one of the people

11 raising their hands about the quality of the

12 training, especially for the $100 price.  It is

13 fantastic training and an even better value.

14             So I am going to start making calls and

15 asking lodges to commit a couple attendees per lodge

16 to go to this training.  It is an outstanding

17 training for brand new folks, learn about labor,

18 learn about leadership, to learn about legislation.

19 There is something for everybody but it's really good

20 for brand new folks.

21                         - - -

22      MEMBERSHIP/FUNDRAISING SPECIALIST ROB HAWLEY

23             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Next up, I am going

24 to call Rob Hawley to give his report.

25             MR. HAWLEY:  Good morning.  My report has
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1 been reduced to writing but a couple of things.
2 Thanks to Ken Kober, Jon Halusek, Greg Toyeas,
3 Michelle, and all the members from Queen City Lodge
4 for hosting a great conference.  Well done.
5             Also like to thank Lodges 7, 9, 44, 69,
6 141, Eighth District, countless other people that
7 donated bottles for our events on Saturday, Sunday,
8 and Monday.  Thank you very much.
9             Growing the organization is the No. 1

10 priority.  Happy to report the biggest chartered new
11 lodge this year, Monroe County Lodge 216, they are
12 already making an impact so very pleased with that.
13             Kevin Davis mentioned yesterday about the
14 FOP Memorial Motorcade things have been flat.  We
15 made a big push.  Participation this year was through
16 the roof, 180 cruisers.  We're doing a video.  As
17 soon as I have that completed, we will be pushing
18 that out.  But please consider joining us next year.
19             President McDonald and Secretary Parker
20 were bombarded with people asking about the FOP polo
21 black O shirts.  They are going to be pushing out an
22 e-mail in the next week, so if you would like to
23 purchase one, it's $45.  If you don't receive an
24 e-mail from me, Jay, or Travis, talk to the people at
25 registration, get an e-mail address -- or e-mail
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1 address put on the State Lodge so you can receive
2 more information from us.
3             It is truly an honor to work with this
4 great organization.  Thank you, Jay.  Thank you,
5 everybody, here in this room.  I will stand for
6 questions.
7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So Rob does a great
8 job of fundraising for us, so he is also responsible
9 for helping grow the organization.  So if your

10 next-door agency is not serviced by an FOP lodge,
11 reach out to Rob to help.  We are going to make a
12 major push in recruiting, be a major goal between now
13 and next conference trying to grow the organization.
14             We have avenues.  We have lodges that
15 have membership but not 100 percent participation.
16 We have areas in the state where we don't have a
17 lodge at all.  Then we have people we have
18 traditionally overlooked and that's our federal
19 partners and bringing them into the Fraternal Order
20 of Police mainly for the benefits of legal defense.
21             Oh, shit.  Sorry about that.
22                         - - -
23             FOP, OHIO LABOR COUNCIL, INC.
24             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Next going to call
25 up the Ohio Labor Council Chairman Bruce Szilagyi.  I
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1 didn't mean to cuss in front of you.  Sorry.  I'm not

2 smart.

3             CHAIRMAN SZILAGYI:  Good morning.  A big

4 thank you to Queen City Lodge 69 for hosting the

5 State Conference this year.  I have to say the Taste

6 of Cincinnati was awesome, one of the top things that

7 I have experienced over all my years coming to the

8 State Conference.  And I talked to several people

9 that thought the same thing, so whoever came up with

10 that idea, thank you so much.  It was very much

11 enjoyed by all of us.

12             In the past year the Labor Council

13 recruited seven new bargaining units.  Some of the

14 units were created from competing organizations,

15 Cuyahoga County Clerk, security officers from the

16 United Auto Workers, the Highland Heights Patrol

17 Officers, Sergeants and Dispatchers from OPBA, the

18 Hardin County Deputies from OPBA, Loveland Patrol

19 Officers, Shaker Heights Patrol Officers from the

20 OPBA, Rossburg Patrol Officers, Sergeants from the

21 OPBA, the OSU Wexner Medical Center security officers

22 who were unrepresented, and the Westlake Patrol

23 Officers from the OPBA.

24             At our annual meeting this year, the OLC

25 presented its first OLC Membership Recognition.  The
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1 OLC created this recognition to highlight a member
2 who demonstrates exemplary service, leadership, and
3 dedication to represent fellow members.  The
4 inaugural recipient of this award was Officer Max
5 Zugay of the Beachwood Police Department.  Max
6 currently serves as an OLC Associate and President of
7 Lodge 86 in Beachwood.  Max formed Beachwood's first
8 Health Care Committee.  He helped develop solutions
9 that benefited not only his members but all employees

10 across the city.
11             I lost my thought.  Employee health care
12 contributions were slashed from 15 percent to
13 4 percent under his leadership.  Max also played a
14 pivotal role in keeping up employee morale at the
15 forefront as the members navigated through tumultuous
16 leadership at the police department.
17             Today members of his department benefit
18 from industry leading wages, low insurance costs, and
19 a far -- far healthier relationship with management
20 all because of his advocacy.
21             The OLC staff continue to provide new,
22 innovative format for training and opened it up to
23 any law enforcement officer who is interested.  The
24 training is a joint venture between the OLC and BCI
25 to offer guidance on what to do after an
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1 officer-involved shooting or other critical incident.
2             In the past year OLC has sponsored this
3 training in Lakewood, Newark, Chillicothe, Maumee,
4 and Middleburg Heights.  Another training is
5 scheduled for Clermont County on September 18.  Stop
6 by the OLC table for a flier or you can contact OLC
7 Membership Coordinator Dan Ozbolt to register.
8             The Labor Council hired two full-time
9 staff attorneys, three full-time staff

10 representatives, two part-time staff representatives,
11 and one new full-time legal assistant.
12             The OLC has filed over 336 notices to
13 negotiate the lack of bargaining agreements,
14 processed 260 grievances, and arbitrated 38
15 grievances.  When it comes to criminal defense, OLC
16 provided legal representation to 25 members.
17             That concludes my report, Mr. President.
18 Also we have -- do you want me to go ahead and go
19 into the award?
20             So we have an award that we would like to
21 present.  BCI Senior Special Agent Rick Ward is a
22 former Washington, D.C., Metro Police Officer and
23 former Deputy of Montgomery County Sheriff's Office.
24             In his current capacity at BCI, Agent
25 Ward investigates homicides and specializes in
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1 responding to officer-involved shootings.  Since
2 2023, Agent Ward has been involved with the FOP-OLC
3 in conducting 12 joint training seminars following
4 officer-involved shootings or other critical
5 incidents.
6             This holistic training program educates
7 officers on what to expect following a critical
8 incident focusing on response of the Union, the FOP's
9 Critical Incident Response Service testimony of an

10 involved officer in BCI's investigative protocol.
11 These training sessions have been extremely well
12 received statewide, and Agent Ward's portion has been
13 quite beneficial to the law enforcement community in
14 demystifying and educating the attendees in BCI's
15 response.  Agent Ward puts his heart and soul into
16 this training, and his efforts are greatly
17 appreciated.
18             BCI Senior Agent Rick Ward is a member of
19 the FOP Ohio Labor Council, and he is a proud member
20 of FOP Lodge 177.  Agent Ward will also be a part of
21 our next session which will be held in Batavia on
22 September 26.  For details stop at the OLC table for
23 a flier.
24             Would you all please join me in
25 congratulating Senior Special Agent Rick Ward for his
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1 commitment and dedication in working to educate

2 Ohio's law enforcement in the response of

3 officer-involved shootings and critical incidents?

4             (Applause.)

5             BROTHER WARD:  Thank you, everyone, for

6 the -- I would like to thank OLC and the FOP for

7 giving me the opportunity to convey my experiences

8 while working for BCI around the state so we can

9 educate officers around the state on our procedures,

10 our policies, and like they said, it has been very

11 well received.  We incorporate some of the, you know,

12 body camera and some of the cases that have been

13 adjudicated to the officers, and it's been -- also

14 what I believe is very beneficial we bring officers

15 that have been involved in critical incidents to tell

16 their stories which that can be very beneficial.  But

17 again, I want to thank you for this award.  It's very

18 humbling and thank you very much.

19             (Applause.)

20             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  While we're looking,

21 why is it so important to put yourself in the

22 position of an officer in the middle of the night who

23 has been involved in a critical incident and they

24 have no idea what comes next?  They have no idea the

25 process, they have no idea how this will move
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1 forward, and how it will impact them.  That is why we
2 are providing the training, to get out in front of
3 that so you can take care of your Brothers and
4 Sisters who are in that spot, who are in that spot
5 because they were forced to defend themselves.  And
6 now we have training people all over the state about
7 what comes next and how we are going to get through
8 it.
9             So standby.  This is my fault because I

10 jumped ahead in the presentation.
11                         - - -
12                      OPOTA REPORT
13             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Next going to call
14 up Jim Fitsko for the OPOTA report.  Jim has been
15 appointed to serve on the Ohio Peace Officer Training
16 Commission, and it's a job that's keeping an eye on
17 the ever changing standards that the state is pushing
18 out towards law enforcement.
19             BROTHER FITSKO:  Good morning, Brothers
20 and Sisters.  First off, I would like to thank Lodge
21 69 for hosting a wonderful conference, been a great
22 time.
23             My report is in the handbook.  It has
24 been reduced to writing.  However, I would like to
25 say it has been my privilege and my honor to serve
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1 you as Commissioner.  Every time we have a meeting,
2 guys, I am in there fighting for us, trying to make
3 changes that benefit us as the FOP and benefit
4 everybody that's a police officer, getting good
5 standards in there, and getting good employees for
6 us.  So I will stand for any questions.  Anybody have
7 any gripes?  Moans?  Complaints?  I will gladly
8 listen to them.
9             Seeing none, thank you and I will

10 continue to serve.  Appreciate it.
11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  You let him off way
12 too easy, way too easy.  When he asked for gripes, he
13 has caused me lots of gripes and complaints in the 30
14 years that we have been friends.
15                         - - -
16                      CIRS REPORT
17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I am next going to
18 call up Deirdre DeLong for the CIRS Report.
19             CIRS DIRECTOR DeLONG:  Good morning.
20 Some of you will be surprised to see me use a
21 microphone.  But consistently I forget to say
22 something I want to say, so I am going to use notes
23 and a microphone.
24             I know, right?  Will those of you who are
25 members of one of the 45 critical incident/stress
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1 management peer support teams in the state stand up
2 real quickly, please?  Thank you.
3             I would also like to thank those of you
4 who were in the CPT training that Jay put together
5 and that was -- that was great.  I am grateful that
6 you were there.  I hope we can continue to do that.
7             I would like you to ask yourselves why
8 you come to conference.  Is it to see old friends?
9 Make new friends?  Enjoy the amazing hospitality?

10 And I will add my thanks to all those who have gone
11 before.  Is it just to get away for a few days?  All
12 of those things may be true, but I submit that our
13 credentials use the word serve quite intentionally.
14             Gathering all this information here is
15 only the first step in what we are called to do as
16 Delegates.  Taking that information back to not just
17 the people in your lodge who are active in this
18 amazing organization but all the members of all the
19 departments your lodges serve.
20             The Critical Incident Response Service
21 has been blessed, first, to be built and nurtured by
22 Mike Haley for whom I blame the fact that I am up
23 here where I am incredibly uncomfortable.
24             We have had great chairs over the years.
25 Billy Saringer, I am back to my notes, sorry, Gary
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1 Wolske, and now Shari Robertson has done amazing
2 things to support this program.  Because at the end
3 of the day, the program is not a group of people in
4 Columbus.  It's those people who stood up and local
5 teams who most often do it for nothing.  They are
6 volunteers.  They are not being compensated.  They
7 are driven by one purpose and that is to support
8 their Brothers and Sisters which is something you
9 know all about.

10             So I am pleading with you to take this
11 information back about how and what and where the
12 teams are.  I have only been doing this a minute
13 compared to them.  My first conference was in '94 and
14 looking out I know some of you are like I've been
15 there twice as long.  There is still cops in this
16 state and by extension dispatchers and other first
17 responders who don't know that they have access to
18 critical incident/stress management peer support.
19 That's inexcusable.
20             And I will own part of that, but I am
21 asking for your help as Delegates to take this
22 information back, to stop by a police department and
23 drop off some information, to make a phone call.  I
24 mean, you guys know absolutely everybody.  There's no
25 reason that an officer shouldn't know what resources
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1 are available to her or him.
2             So, yeah, I'm checking the notes.  Pretty
3 good so far.  There is a listing of the teams thanks
4 to Aaron Crawford available on the website
5 fopohio.org in case you don't already know it under
6 the PERS tab.  It's alphabetical by team, so it's not
7 alphabetical by county.  You might have to do some
8 looking around.
9             If you are interested in joining a team,

10 forming a team, growing a team, please reach out to
11 either Chair Robertson or me.  If you don't have my
12 e-mail, I will certainly give that to you.  I think
13 most of you should.  Follows the same format as
14 everyone else at the office.
15             Obviously I could not do what I do
16 without the support of the team's Denise, Diane,
17 Peggy, the rest of the office staff.  Aaron, oh, God,
18 Aaron should get hazard pay just for what I ask him
19 to do.  So thank you, all of you, for -- in advance
20 for doing what I ask and getting this information
21 back to your members and for continuing to serve on
22 the teams.
23             Mr. President, that concludes my report
24 and I will stand for any questions.
25             Okay.  Thank you.
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1             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Do all of you know
2 the phone number to access emergency critical
3 response?  Super easy, 1-800-FOP-OLCI, Ohio Labor
4 Council, Incorporated.  You call after hours you are
5 going to get an answering service that asks do you
6 need a lawyer, do you need critical incident
7 response.  1-800-FOP-OLCI.  You do not have to be a
8 Labor Council member to access that.  In fact, you
9 don't even have to be an FOP member to access --

10 access critical incident response.
11             While we continue to want everybody to be
12 under the FOP umbrella, some services are too
13 important to withhold.  And in the middle of a
14 critical incident, I don't really care where you pay
15 your dues.  I care about trying to save your life.
16 So every one of you should know 1-800-FOP-OLCI to
17 access services that you pay for and that your
18 members need and deserve.
19             Also she said -- she didn't give you her
20 e-mail.  It's ddelong@fopohio just like all the rest
21 of them, right?  Like mine is jmcdonald@fopohio, no
22 dots, no spaces, no dashes, all right?
23             All right.  Aaron, can you come help me
24 again?
25             MR. CRAWFORD:  Yes, I can.  would you
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1 like to go?
2                   STEVE YOUNG AWARDS
3             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So in the early
4 2000s, Nick DiMarco grabbed myself and a couple
5 others and said I want to create an award in honor of
6 the memory of Steve Young who taught us so much.  Do
7 the most good for the most members on top of
8 everything else.  The most good for the most members.
9             So the criteria for this award is

10 considered on the basis of their service to their
11 Brothers and Sisters of the Fraternal Order of Police
12 and their service that they have rendered to the law
13 enforcement community.  So it's not really hard and
14 rigid criteria, and we have lots of members who are
15 worthy, but today I want to talk to you about
16 somebody who spent 25 years at their agency leading a
17 smaller-sized police department as their FOP
18 President for a total of 28 years, 41 years of
19 service as a member of the Fraternal Order of Police
20 serving on state and national committees along the
21 way.
22             Somebody when you think FOP and somebody
23 who is proud to be an FOP member, you think of Bob
24 Everett who stepped down as Local FOP President after
25 28 years and immediately took a job back on the Board
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1 to continue to serve Lodge 4 and all the members of
2 the FOP of Ohio.  And I am thrilled to give the Steve
3 Young Award to my friend Bob Everett.
4             (Applause.)
5             BROTHER EVERETT:  Not very often, most of
6 these guys know, especially the two from my lodge, I
7 am not at a loss of words often.  I am today.  The
8 mere fact -- and what this means to me I can't -- I
9 can't even put into words.  I idolized Steve Young.

10 He helped me get more involved.  Quite frankly, when
11 I was a very young guy, he made me be in charge of
12 the Political Screening Committee, and I will never
13 forget the day he called me down to the Holiday Inn
14 in New Philly.  And he said -- I thought something
15 was wrong, of course, immediately.  And he said I am
16 going to give you a duty.  And he at that point said
17 I want to make you Chairman of the Political
18 Screening Committee.
19             Well, I couldn't believe that.  And, of
20 course, as I said, I idolized Steve and all he did
21 for everybody, so it's quite an honor to have this
22 award presented, and I just can't thank everybody
23 enough for everything.  And again, I am at a loss for
24 words but thank you all very much.  The FOP has been
25 a key part of my life, continues to be, and I will
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1 continue to do everything I can to make sure that

2 Tuscarawas Lodge 4 continues to be on the map of FOP

3 lodges.  Thank you.

4             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I have another award

5 to present.  This member has been an FOP member for

6 48 years, served as Local Lodge President, Secretary,

7 Trustee, and everything in between.  He served as a

8 labor rep standing up and speaking out on behalf of

9 members belonging to the Ohio Labor Council.  Served

10 on the State Board as a Trustee and member of the

11 Executive Board and state and national committees

12 along the way.

13             I have no better friend than the next

14 winner of the Steve Young Award than Wes Elson.

15             BROTHER ELSON:  Well, I don't know what

16 to say.  I'm not dying or anything.  I am just

17 recovering from a major back surgery.  I wondered why

18 my family was so insistent that I come to the

19 conference because I have been in bed all week.  But

20 they -- they rented a squad and brought me up.  No.

21             This is really a surprise, and I look

22 around the room at all of you and the members Frank

23 Bischoff and Clay, Clay Cozart, who have passed who

24 have done so much for the FOP and probably more

25 deserving of this award than I am, but I thank my
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1 family, my local lodge, the Executive Board, the
2 staff, especially Denise Young.  She deserves about
3 10 of these awards, I'll tell you that.  She's a
4 great friend.  She took me under her wing when I
5 first started my service with the Board and made me
6 feel comfortable and encouraged me.  There she is
7 back there.  Thank you, Denise.  Let's hear it for
8 Denise.
9             (Applause.)

10             BROTHER ELSON:  Like Jay said, good
11 friend Jay, probably my best FOP friend, what he
12 calls me, and I am really surprised to see him in
13 that jacket.  I have never seen a jacket like that.
14 But everything looks good on Jay.
15             I am just short of that 50 years as an
16 FOP member, but I vividly remember when I got sworn
17 in how thrilled I was and how in awe of all these
18 police officers, deputies, judges, and politicians,
19 and so on and so forth, and I still feel that today.
20 And to get this award from you folks, the finest
21 people in Ohio, thank you so much.
22             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Before they leave
23 the room, I want to make sure to tell Jerry thank
24 you.  Thank you for getting him here.  It was a lot
25 of subterfuge to get him here.  My first story was I
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1 told him I made him Chairman of the Resolution
2 Committee so you had to come.  And my second -- he
3 said I still can't do it.  And the second story was
4 what got him here.  I got something for your lodge.
5 So to honor his lodge, he was willing to come
6 unbeknownst that it was for him.
7             Both Bob and Wes, we could talk for hours
8 about what they have done for the organization, what
9 they have done for their Brothers and Sisters.  I

10 remember being on the political screenings with Bob
11 spending days talking to politicians about what is
12 good for the order.
13             I always used Wes as my translator.  You
14 see Wes speaks Appalachian, and when we had to go to
15 the southeast corner of the state, he was the guy.
16 He was the guy that walked into those rooms as the
17 Chief Deputy of the Muskingum County Sheriff's Office
18 and had their respect because he wasn't some guy from
19 Columbus or Cleveland.  He's from southeast Ohio too.
20             Both of them have carried the water of
21 the FOP for almost 100 years between them.  And I am
22 proud to have had the opportunity to present these
23 awards to them.
24                         - - -
25
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1                LETR CHAIR BRANDON LONG

2             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So the next part of

3 our agenda we are going to circle back.  Okay.  So as

4 you know, the Fraternal Order of Police has a special

5 spot in our heart for Special Olympics.  And we have

6 had a long-standing relationship with that

7 organization as we give back to the communities that

8 we serve.

9             So the Chairman of the Ohio Special

10 Olympics FOP Committee is Brandon Long from Lodge 9,

11 and he is also the Coordinator for the Law

12 Enforcement Torch Run.  There is Brandon.  Brandon is

13 making his way forward and we can stop right there

14 and they will hand you -- you can do it right from

15 where you are.

16             BROTHER LONG:  How is everybody doing?

17 Great.  My name is Brandon Long.  I am a Detective

18 with the Hilliard Division of Police, and as was

19 mentioned, I am the State Director for the Law

20 Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics, giant

21 title.  What it is all about to me is promoting

22 inclusion, promoting acceptance for our Special

23 Olympics athletes.  We as law enforcement, I think

24 that's something we should do.

25             It's not if but when we are going to deal

Page 261

1 with somebody in a state of crisis, maybe one of our

2 athletes in our communities.  The better our

3 relationship is, the more groundwork would be laid

4 for that.  It's going to create a safer outcome.

5 That's why I think it's important.  We are

6 undertaking this mission and seeking out our athletes

7 in our communities and bringing them into our

8 departments and welcoming them and embracing them and

9 establishing them as members of our agency and our

10 community and seeking ways to do that.

11             And the Torch Run is an opportunity to do

12 that.  It's a way to engage these athletes and

13 promoting inclusion and awareness but also do

14 fundraising.  Special Olympics is a year-round

15 program for Special Olympics athletes and it also

16 does things like Healthy Athletes program and it

17 gives them hearing tests, vision tests, looks at

18 physically to make sure they have things they need to

19 keep going and promote their relationships and their

20 friendships.

21             And so that's why we are here.  We are

22 here to talk about Special Olympics and the Torch Run

23 and why it's important, I think, as law enforcement

24 to give back our time, to give back some of our money

25 to help these athletes that we are encountering in
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1 our communities, that are our friends, that are our
2 families.
3             So with that being said, there are
4 opportunities we are going to have today.  I
5 encourage all of you guys, maybe a bucket that's
6 going to be passed around, please donate.  The shirt
7 this year was a little bit empty on the back.  We
8 didn't have a lot of FOPs on there.  I challenge all
9 of you to step up as a lodge, whatever your lodge is,

10 try to raise that money, come together as membership
11 and get your name on the back of that shirt, share
12 that with the athletes in your community, and let
13 them know you are there to support them.
14             Here in August up in Cleveland, any
15 Cleveland folks, there is a plane pulling.  Get your
16 teams together.  We are short on number of teams for
17 first responders.  Get a team together and go play
18 pull a plane.  The money is going back to Special
19 Olympics.
20             September there is a truck convoy that is
21 taking place around Licking County.  Check that out.
22 All of our events are on our Facebook website, or if
23 you want to look me up on the Hilliard Division of
24 Police, hit me up and I can get you whatever
25 information you want.
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1             There is a QR code up on there on the
2 board.  Don't be shy.  Get your phones out and
3 donate.  All the money is going to Law Enforcement
4 Torch Run and Special Olympics athletes.
5             Without further adieu, I brought two
6 amazing athletes, you can see by the hardware, from
7 the Hilliard Special Olympics program.  They drove an
8 hour and 40 minutes to talk to you about Special
9 Olympics, their experience, and why it is so

10 important to them.
11             So I will start with you, Jabari.
12             MR. WILSON:  Hi.  My -- hi.  My name is
13 Jabari Wilson.  I have been part of Special Olympics
14 for 20 years.  Actually my Special Olympics skill is
15 basketball skill, track, and softball skill.  I tried
16 basketball skill the first two years, tried out for
17 basketball team, tried out couple years, then I tried
18 out for pop-up team as well.
19             A Special Olympics' great memory was at
20 Seattle, Seattle, Washington, for athletic events I
21 did 4 by 100, long jump, shot put.  That was USA.  I
22 did the same thing I should say for both, for both,
23 World Game 4 by 1, 4 by 1 USA and I got 7th in 4 by
24 1, 7th.  Oh, yeah, I attended Abu Dhabi.
25             CHAIRMAN LONG:  Probably heard him
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1 clanging when he walked in.
2             MR. WILSON:  This is the gold medal for
3 World Game Abu Dhabi.
4             One other great memory of me is that I
5 was in U.S. pop up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, last
6 year, yeah.
7             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Struggled against
8 the Oklahoma team.  They are solid.
9             MR. WILSON:  No doubt they are a great

10 team.  A couple years before that we were in a
11 softball tournament.
12             I guess a couple more things, yeah, I
13 participated in the Torch Run about three days prior
14 to State this year helping raise money and --
15             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Also did the big
16 Torch Run for State Summer Games.
17             MR. WILSON:  Yeah, that too.
18             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's had a lot of
19 great opportunities.  He forgets them all.
20             MR. WILSON:  I'm about that.
21             (Applause.)
22             CHAIRMAN LONG:  Perfect.  Yes.  Jabari
23 has pretty much done it all, Abu Dhabi, Seattle.  He
24 is always winning awards somewhere, clanking metals
25 together.  So another round of applause for Jabari
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1 real quick.
2             (Applause.)
3             CHAIRMAN LONG:  And I will pass it on
4 next to Riley Stang.
5             MS. STANG:  Hello.  Hello.  My name is
6 Riley Stang.  I am an athlete for the Hilliard Bobcat
7 Special Olympics.  I have been competing for close to
8 15 years and participate in basketball skills,
9 swimming, and track.  I always look forward to

10 getting together with my coaches and teammates to
11 learn to work on these skills, and my goal is to
12 continue competing for a very long time.
13             Being an athlete is much more than
14 competing.  Anybody who knows me knows that I love
15 competition, especially against my sister.  And it
16 helps us remain active and healthy and gives me an
17 opportunity to be a leader by speaking in front of
18 people like you to share how you can get involved in
19 supporting such an amazing group.
20             Being an athlete allows us to be part of
21 a community where we can socialize and make new
22 friends.  In fact, I met my boyfriend at a Special
23 Olympics event.
24             Our partnership with law enforcement and
25 first responders has been instrumental in making
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1 awareness to your communities and for raising money
2 for the Special Olympics program.  I am so thankful
3 for all that you do, but more importantly I am
4 thankful for your time, encouragement, and
5 friendship.
6             I have participated for many years in the
7 Law Enforcement Torch Run, and this year it was my
8 honor to have been chosen as one of the four torch
9 bearers to carry the Flame of Hope and hand in hand

10 with officers leading up to opening ceremonies for
11 the State Summer Games.  That -- that is the night I
12 will always remember, a night that lit our way to a
13 world of acceptance and inclusion.
14             Another activity that is near and dear to
15 my heart is the Polar Plunge.  I can assure you that
16 anticipation of the icy -- the anticipation of the
17 jump is real, and the shock of hitting the icy cold
18 water is like nothing I have ever experienced before.
19             But I feel it is important to raise money
20 for the organization that does so much for me and my
21 teammates.  Our partnership with law enforcement and
22 first responders has had a huge impact on my life
23 through my teammates' and our communities'
24 connection.
25             Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
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1             CHAIRMAN LONG:  So I think Riley is
2 basically saying you guys are not jumping into the
3 Polar Plunge, what is wrong with you?
4             Again, QR code is up there.  Thank you,
5 guys, so much.  We are just trying to raise money,
6 raise awareness, promoting inclusion for these
7 amazing athletes that are in our communities.  Go out
8 when you get back home, make your way over to your
9 Special Olympics' office and introduce yourself.

10             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Well, on behalf of
11 all of us, we want to thank you for coming and
12 spending the morning with us.  We are going to start
13 passing buckets around for donations to the Ohio
14 Special Olympics, and we wish you all the best in
15 your continued efforts.
16             And I think there is room, Jabari, for a
17 couple more medals.  I think we can get a couple
18 more, and then you have to let some other people win
19 some too.  I also -- Rob, come on.  So for police
20 collecting patches is a big deal.  And you are the
21 very first people to ever get an Ohio FOP patch.
22 None of them have them because you are cooler.
23 There's two for you and two for you.  Thank you very
24 much.  Congratulations.
25             CHAIRMAN LONG:  Thank you, guys.
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1         REMARKS BY REPRESENTATIVE CINDY ABRAMS

2             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Our next speaker is

3 a long-time friend of the Fraternal Order of Police.

4 In fact, I often tell people on the Legislative

5 Committee there is no perfect politician.  Very rare

6 someone agrees with us on every issue or even most

7 issues.  Sometimes we have people who support these

8 things but not these things and vice versa.

9             But we have a handful of friends that we

10 know we can count on when the chips are down.  The

11 issues of the utmost importance we can count on Cindy

12 Abrams.  And the story that illustrates that the best

13 is we are in a legislative meeting.  The Attorney

14 General is trying to change certification standards

15 and implement a new form of discipline.  We were

16 negotiating back and forth, back and forth.

17             And the meeting ended with Representative

18 Abrams going I'm not going to agree unless he agrees.

19 That was the end of that.  We haven't talked about it

20 since.  And that's the kind of legislator who stands

21 up for you, and we're thrilled to have her here.

22 Please help me welcome State Rep Cindy Abrams.

23             (Applause.)

24             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  She was nervous I

25 was going to say all the words, but I took some of
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1 the colorful language out.
2             REPRESENTATIVE ABRAMS:  Well, those of
3 you who know me well know the colorful words because
4 you have heard them.  But on a serious note, I did
5 kind of hold my breath like what story is this going
6 to be.
7             All right.  Well, welcome to the Queen
8 City.  I hope you have enjoyed your time here so far.
9 I believe you have already had the legislative

10 update, so I am going to be brief.  Cincinnati Queen
11 City Lodge 69, I do have my Hawaiian shirt, so we
12 will be -- I didn't think I could be serious wearing
13 a Hawaiian shirt up here, so I'm going to get it out
14 of my bag and take a picture.
15             Anyway, couple things in the budget we
16 just passed.  Everybody here already knows don't
17 listen to what's in the news because they only tell
18 half the story.  So we invested over $200 million in
19 the state operating budget again in public safety and
20 law enforcement.  Things like $65 million for
21 continuing CPH training, like Drug Task Force grants,
22 like QRT grants, and if you are not using OHLEG and
23 the services they provide, you should be because,
24 again, they have everything packaged up for you.  We
25 have a -- we have a case involving a cell phone,
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1 whatever recording for you for court.  Your

2 investigatory work product is no longer a public

3 record in this recent budget, so you are welcome on

4 that one, until the case is totally over so all the

5 appeals and everything else.  Again, so your

6 investigatory work product is not a public record.

7             All individuals 21 and under have to take

8 a full driver's ed course because we are sick and

9 tired of people just throwing it into drive and

10 wrecking their car and having no idea how to drive in

11 the state.

12             My -- a couple bills that I am working on

13 that I want to let you know about, one is called

14 House Bill 280.  This year -- I have been at it now

15 for five years, and I believe this year we are going

16 to officially pass your protect your pension so

17 that's exciting for all the retired guys here.

18             (Applause.)

19             REPRESENTATIVE ABRAMS:  So the good news

20 is we've received one hearing so far, and when we

21 come back later this fall, we are going to, of

22 course, have everyone come to Columbus and give

23 testimony on why it's a great idea.  The good news is

24 I have a couple of friends in the Senate that are

25 going to do a companion bill so that means this bill,
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1 the same bill in the Senate, working at the same
2 time, so hopefully it gets to the Governor at the end
3 of this General Assembly which would be really
4 exciting.  Like I said, five years of this.  I think
5 it's ridiculous.  I am still talking about this.
6             But anyway the second bill is House Bill
7 88.  It's drug trafficking.  I went down to the
8 border a couple years ago with Sheriff Jones and came
9 back and drafted this bill.  Basically -- it doesn't

10 exactly mirror federal law, but basically we are
11 ramping up penalties on these people that are
12 trafficking fentanyl, killing -- 12 Ohioans today
13 will die of fentanyl poisoning which is devastating.
14 You guys already know that.  It's received three
15 hearings in the House Judiciary Committee, and
16 tomorrow, as a matter of fact, I am flying to D.C.
17 because I was invited by President Trump to witness
18 the signing of the Halt Fentanyl Act, so I am really
19 excited about that.
20             The Larry Henderson Act just -- and I
21 will tell you I am sick and tired, I am sick and
22 tired of you all being killed just for wearing a
23 uniform for the job.  I am tired of it.  So what this
24 does is right now when you are convicted of
25 aggravated murder in the state of Ohio, it's the
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1 death penalty or life with parole.  And I say why are
2 you getting parole?  Too bad.  So it's the death
3 penalty or life without parole period.
4             (Applause.)
5             REPRESENTATIVE ABRAMS:  One of my
6 colleagues up north, Representative Kishman, asked me
7 to cosponsor the Blue Knights license plates.  So we
8 do very serious things at the Statehouse, and then we
9 do kind of fun things.  The Blue Knights license

10 plate will be coming out hopefully.
11             And then I am going to introduce the
12 Patrick Heringer Act.  We had a horrific murder here
13 in Cincinnati last month from someone who was -- did
14 his time in prison for felonious assault and
15 aggravated riot and he came out and he decided he is
16 not going to go along with the program from the APA
17 and he was a targeted violent offender, and he
18 basically left our Talbot House, said too bad.  I am
19 not going to go in the program.
20             Later he broke in and murdered a
21 Cincinnati resident in their home as they were
22 sleeping.  So stabbed them.  So what this is going to
23 do it's going to require the Adult Parole Authority
24 and our local probation folks to notify you when
25 there is a violent offender that has decided to cut
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1 the ankle monitor, go AWOL, so you know who is out
2 there who is a violent felon, and there is that.
3             And I also found out that at our state
4 level the APA is not real-time monitoring which makes
5 no sense to me.  If my cell phone can track every
6 move I make and my steps and how long I sleep and how
7 many breaths I take, why are we not in real time
8 tracking these violent felons?  So we are going to do
9 that.

10             And then also working on privacy
11 protection for all of you and your families and our
12 judges.  So any -- any type of -- I think it's
13 ridiculous that people can Google you and find you
14 and find where you live and find where your family --
15 who your family members are.  So that's still in
16 progress.  I haven't actually introduced those bills
17 yet, but as usual, I run them by the State FOP
18 leadership, and then if they give me the green light,
19 we go.
20             Really quick in my Public Safety
21 Committee, I Chair the Public Safety Committee this
22 year, we have passed some great bills.  The first
23 one, House Bill 20, basically we are making
24 obstructing official business an M1.  Again, if you
25 want somebody to step back and they don't or stop
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1 obstructing, too bad.  M1, that passed the House on
2 the 18th.  It's now in the Senate.
3             House Bill 23 is Escaped Convict Alert
4 program.  This is kind of like a -- I don't want to
5 say Amber Alert but something similar.  So if you
6 have a felon on the loose, then you are going to get
7 a text message that says escaped from jail.  That
8 passed out of the House 97 to 0.
9             House Bill 44 is lateral transfers and

10 your -- basically allowing you to fill it without a
11 competitive examination which is good, always need
12 more cops, and to allow our police -- our police
13 chiefs to have regional training instead of having to
14 go to Columbus.  That passed 95 to 1.  You always
15 have the one person voting no.  I never understand
16 it.
17             House Bill 114 is -- I'm sorry, Senate
18 Bill 114 is going to prohibit quotas so that's
19 exciting.  I didn't know there was such a thing.  97
20 to 0.
21             Catalytic converters, tired of people
22 stealing catalytic converters, selling them.  So
23 they're cracking down on that.  You have to literally
24 show who they are, where they got it, the whole 9
25 yards so that will be good.
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1             Avery's Law, vicious dog bites, again, we
2 totally rewrote the vicious dog law and that's in the
3 Senate now.  That passed out of the house 97 to 0.
4             But on a serious personal note, I want to
5 thank every one of you here today for your service to
6 our great state and for being here.  And as Jay said,
7 you truly have a friend in the Ohio House.  I get it.
8 I have your back.  And I joke I claim the whole
9 county of Hamilton where I live, but I really joke

10 with my colleagues I claim the whole state.  I don't
11 really care where you are from.  If you need
12 something at the state level, you need to call me.
13             So thank you for being here.  God bless
14 you all.  Cover over and be safe.  Thank you.
15             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Okay.  So the
16 reports we have left, we have a report by Kyle
17 Erdeljac from Lodge 9, Ohio Criminal Sentencing
18 Commission; a report from Ken Kober on the Supreme
19 Court Task Force on Juvenile Diversion, the
20 Resolutions Report, and the FOPA Report.
21                         - - -
22          OHIO CRIMINAL SENTENCING COMMISSION
23             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So we will start
24 with Kyle.  And if those people all want to start
25 making their way up here so we can cycle through them
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1 and get to the rest of the agenda.  Thank you.
2             Kyle.
3             (Applause.)
4             BROTHER ERDELJAC:  Good morning,
5 everyone.  Just a reminder check-out time is 11:00
6 a.m.  You got about 13 minutes if you haven't done it
7 already.
8             My report has been reduced to writing.
9 It's in the legislative materials if you would like

10 to read those.  My contact information is in that
11 report if anyone has any questions or concerns.
12             I serve on the Ohio Criminal Sentencing
13 Commission.  In addition to the full Commission, I
14 serve on the Adult Criminal Justice Subcommittee
15 which reports to the full Commission.  The Commission
16 has representatives from every part of the criminal
17 justice legal system, state legislators, judges,
18 prosecutors, defense attorneys, correctional
19 personnel, parole officers, and a few police chiefs.
20 Up to 20 plus members on that Commission.  I am the
21 only one that's there because of law enforcement
22 union.  I am the only one representing the interests
23 of cops arresting bad guys.
24             Lately, the Commission has been working
25 on creating reports for judges to help them navigate
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1 the domestic laws surrounding criminal sentencing.  I
2 am keeping the rest of the Ohio FOP legislative teams
3 in the loop making sure we are prepared in case
4 anything is proposed that would go against the
5 members.
6             My only goal on the Commission is to make
7 the job of the patrol officer safer and more
8 effective.
9             With that I will stand for any questions.

10 Thank you, everyone.
11                         - - -
12                 SUPREME COURT OF OHIO
13            TASK FORCE ON JUVENILE DIVERSION
14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Ken Kober.
15             MEMBER KOBER:  My report has been reduced
16 to writing.  Reference one thing I want to talk
17 about.  When we set out to do this last year,
18 Representative Abrams was on this committee as well,
19 was to hold Juvenile Court judges accountable because
20 they are not holding the kids in this state
21 accountable.
22             So one of the highlights of this is
23 Juvenile Court judges are now going to be required to
24 publish yearly the types of cases and how many cases
25 have been diverted so that way they can't hide
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1 behind, well, I am not going to tell you because I
2 don't have to because that's what happened here in
3 Hamilton County.  We had our Juvenile Court judge I
4 was going back and forth with because she wouldn't
5 hold kids accountable.  What she was doing she was
6 taking robbery charges, gun charges, felonious
7 assault charges and diverting them.  They would never
8 see the court room.
9             What happens, these kids get right back

10 out, and they go and they reoffend.  We were having a
11 huge problem in Hamilton County with kids.  We had a
12 12-year-old kid shot and killed Monday morning -- or,
13 I'm sorry, Monday evening, 12 years old driving a
14 stolen car.
15             And I know it's not just in Hamilton
16 County.  It's going on all over the state.  So that
17 was our objective was to find a way to hold these
18 judges accountable and this is exactly what we did in
19 this task force.
20             I know it's been sent out to the General
21 Assembly to adopt these rules.  So if you want to
22 look at the report, it's rather lengthy but there is
23 a link in the report.  You can read it.
24             With that I will stand for any questions.
25 Thank you.
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1              RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT

2             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  The Resolution

3 Committee with Jim Fitsko, who is the Chair,

4 emergency fill in for Wes Elson.

5             BROTHER FITSKO:  Good morning again.  Wes

6 is here.  He should come up and read.  As President

7 of the Steve Young Memorial Lodge 24, I want to

8 congratulate both Bob and Wes on their awards, very

9 well deserved, two great leaders in this

10 organization, and we are lucky to have them.  Thank

11 you, guys.  I appreciate you.

12             We have two resolutions.  Bear with me

13 because I have to read these.  Resolution No. 1,

14 resolution in support of the Protect Ohio Police

15 Initiative, WHEREAS, the men and women serving as

16 peace officers and public safety professionals across

17 the state of Ohio perform their duties with honor,

18 courage, and unwavering commitment to provide our

19 communities, often at great personal risk; and,

20 WHEREAS, the current environment for law enforcement

21 professionals includes increasing personal liability,

22 targeted political attacks and retribution, rise in

23 violent assaults and ambushes on police officers;

24 and, WHEREAS, the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio

25 calls on local and state leaders to take immediate
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1 action to support law enforcement and public safety.
2 Our core requests are as follows:  Enact local
3 protections for law enforcement, municipalities to
4 pass ordinances that safeguard officers and support
5 them in the performance of their duties; support
6 officers, we call on public officials to refrain from
7 publicly criticizing officers who act within the
8 scope of their training and responsibility; No. 3,
9 ensure community safety through best practices,

10 judges must set bail amounts that prioritize the
11 safety of the community; 4, prosecute violent
12 offenders to the full extent of the law, we demand
13 prosecutors stop offering pleas to violent criminals
14 that result in a premature return to our communities;
15 5, strengthen penalties for violence against law
16 enforcement, we call on the State Legislature to
17 increase penalties with those who commit acts of
18 violence against law enforcement officers; WHEREAS,
19 if these demands are not addressed, the FOP of Ohio
20 will take action in the following ways:
21 Accountability to public -- investigating of public
22 officials on their record of supporting Ohio law
23 enforcement officers; 2, political engagement and
24 candidate recruitment for those committed to standing
25 with law enforcement; 3, mobilizing and advocating to
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1 ensure that public safety remains the type priority
2 at the ballot box.
3             NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, that the
4 Delegates of the 89th Annual Conference of the
5 Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio formally support
6 the Protect Ohio Initiative and urge all elected
7 officials, public administrators, community leaders
8 across Ohio to join us in defending the rights,
9 dignity, and safety of those who serve and protect.

10             The Committee moves and seconds.
11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  There has been a
12 motion made by the Resolution Committee and properly
13 seconded.
14             Under discussion.  Under discussion.
15 Seeing and hearing none, all of those in favor of the
16 motion, signify by saying aye.  Opposed say nay.
17 Adopted unanimously.
18             (Vote taken; motion passes.)
19             BROTHER FITSKO:  Thank you.  Resolution
20 No. 2, again, as I stated before, I want to thank
21 Queen City for hosting an awesome conference.
22 Everything has been wonderful.  Couldn't ask for
23 anything better.
24             Resolution No. 2, To honor and commend
25 Queen City Lodge 69 for their hard work and
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1 dedication in planning, coordinating, and hosting the

2 89th Ohio FOP Conference; WHEREAS, all who attended

3 found the following information provided at

4 conference to be useful and educational; WHEREAS, all

5 who attended have enjoyed extensive hospitality shown

6 by Queen City Lodge 69; WHEREAS, the Queen City Lodge

7 69 has once again created an atmosphere and provided

8 the opportunity for Lodge Brothers and Sisters across

9 the state and nation to join together in work and

10 recreation, fostering strong relationships and

11 long -- life-long friendships; THEREFORE, be it

12 resolved, that the entire membership of the Ohio

13 Fraternity Order of Police commend and congratulate

14 the Queen City Lodge 69 on another stellar job they

15 have done hosting the 89th Annual Ohio FOP

16 Conference.

17             The Committee moves and seconds.

18             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  I should have wrote

19 that on the paper.

20             BROTHER FITSKO:  Should have.

21             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Committee moves and

22 seconds.  Under discussion.  Under discussion.

23             Seeing and hearing none, all those in

24 favor of the motion, signify by saying aye.  Opposed

25 say nay.  Unanimous.
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1             (Vote taken; motion passes.)
2             BROTHER FITSKO:  Again, thank you,
3 Brothers and Sisters.  Thank you, Cincinnati.  I have
4 had a great time.  I want to thank my committee guys,
5 Marvin Murphy, Bruce Szilagyl, Mike Tussey, and Rick
6 DePuccio, Brandon Burch, and Cody Rostofer.  Thank
7 you, guys.  Wes, you can have this job back next
8 year.  Thanks, guys.
9                         - - -

10                      FOPA REPORT
11             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Virgil McDaniel,
12 FOPA.  Tom Porter, do you have a report, or you did
13 it already?  Did it already, that's what I thought.
14             BROTHER McDANIEL:  Thanks, Mr. President.
15 My report has been reduced to writing and is in the
16 handbook.
17             Just a couple quick comments.  All the
18 past years attending Board meetings and State
19 Conferences, work with the FOPA, I think one common
20 denominator bears me to repeat, get your support,
21 assistance on FOPA personnel who are volunteers of
22 this organization, are dying for direction.  If you
23 have an FOP lodge in your organization right now,
24 please work with them and support them, give them a
25 little incentive to help you accomplish the goals and
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1 objectives that you want to for your particular
2 organization.  They are ready and willing and wanting
3 to do it.
4             Also want to talk about the need to
5 continue recruitment for our membership.  You seen
6 yesterday where they turned over a check to the State
7 Lodge for $21,000.  That should be around $60,000.
8 Do a little bit better job recruiting our FOPA
9 members into the organization.

10             President McDonald has asked to
11 concentrate on a couple of areas of recruitment.
12 Dayton area, kudos go out to Randy Beam who has been
13 the Liaison Officer at Lodge 44 and the FOPA No. 1.
14 He's helped them recruit a few people and getting
15 them in compliance with the governmental regulations.
16 So thanks, Randy, for the work you do with FOPA 1.
17             I would also like to thank John DiPietro.
18 I have been working with him starting a new FOPA
19 lodge.  He's almost got all the paperwork and that
20 lodge should be chartered here very shortly.
21             So with that, Mr. President, I'll stand
22 for any questions.
23             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  So just because we
24 are focusing on Mahoning County and Lodge 117 for
25 formation of a brand new lodge, FOPA lodge, doesn't
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1 mean the rest of you are off the hook.  We can grow.

2 Even by a couple hundred members, that is thousands

3 of dollars but more importantly it expands the FOP

4 family for times we need them such as fighting to

5 save our pensions, such as to protect our collective

6 bargaining rights.  We have to build supporters now

7 for when we need them later, and we do that through

8 the FOPA.  We do that through the FOPA.

9             Questions of Virgil.  Seeing/hearing

10 none, thank you, Virgil.

11             (Applause.)

12                         - - -

13         CONFERENCE GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

14             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Chairman Sorace, no

15 conference grievances?  I didn't find any either, so

16 you are off the hook, Ray.

17                         - - -

18                      OLD BUSINESS

19             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Old business.

20             Travis for old business.

21             TRUSTEE PARKER:  Thank you, Mr.

22 President.  Brothers and Sisters, we have another

23 addition to our memorial services.  Suburban Lodge

24 108, Chuck Kozelka.  Thank you.

25             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Do we have any other
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1 old business?
2                         - - -
3                      NEW BUSINESS
4             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Any new business
5 coming before the lodge?  New business?
6                         - - -
7                   GOOD OF THE ORDER
8             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Good of the order.
9 Brother Kober, microphone No. 1.

10             BROTHER KOBER:  Okay.  It's on.  I will
11 save some of this for discussion.  I want to make a
12 motion that we endorse President Pat Yoes as well as
13 the rest of the Executive Board in their reelection
14 bid.
15             BROTHER STEEL:  Brian Steel, Capital City
16 Lodge 9, District 11, I second that.
17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion made to
18 endorse the National FOP Executive Board for
19 reelection.  Under discussion.
20             BROTHER KOBER:  So what some of you may
21 not know is Sunday night Brian and I hosted President
22 McDonald and President Yoes for dinner.  And the
23 bottom line is we need to bury this hatchet.  I mean,
24 I was certainly all in support of Jay.  I think he
25 does a fantastic job but this is about the members of
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1 Ohio.  The reality is Pat is going to be reelected.
2 I think we should endorse him.  We need to bury this.
3 We need to get done with this.  This is something
4 that's been going on for 10 years.  I think we owe it
5 to our members to put us in a position to where we
6 can have an impact on the National level.
7             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Any other
8 discussion?  Microphone No. 4.
9             BROTHER LUCEY:  Is this on?  Brian Lucey,

10 Akron Lodge 7.  I also support this.  I agree.  I
11 think it's time we move forward.  We don't forget
12 what was necessarily said or done but this is an
13 opportunity to get back involved at the National
14 level, and I support this.
15             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Microphone No. 3.
16             TREASURER TOYEAS:  Greg Toyeas, National
17 Trustee and Treasurer.  Pat Yoes has the majority of
18 the members on committees.  He's listed the
19 recommendations of people that have committees.  And
20 when there were vacancies, he's asked our opinions.
21 He hasn't done -- he has done very well in
22 communicating with me since I became the National
23 Trustee.  So I also vote in favor of this motion.
24             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Microphone No. 2.
25             BROTHER STEEL:  Brian Steel, District 11.
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1 So listen, as a leader, I am here to talk not
2 politics, some facts.  Here is some facts about my
3 experience in Lodge 9.  And the reality this is an
4 unopposed race.  Pat got 25 state attorney
5 endorsements.  Regardless of the last minute versus
6 how many, he just wins.  Whether someone in this room
7 likes him or not, he is going to win this election
8 and so is the entire Board.
9             A common theme yesterday of other Board

10 reports were working together.  I heard that multiple
11 times, talking about working together.  I could just
12 tell you my experience with the National President.
13 I will start with my experience with State President
14 and this Board.  It's unwavering, has been
15 phenomenal.
16             I have had the same experience with this
17 National Board.  I understand Pittsburgh.  I was also
18 there at Pittsburgh.  What I spoke to my lodge is,
19 hey, we have to -- we have to decide what is better,
20 actions or our feelings?  And as someone who has run
21 a political screening team for years, we know there
22 are at times that individuals, elected officials, are
23 friends today, might be our foes tomorrow and
24 opposites.
25             Here is the bottom line, just as I don't
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1 represent these/ours; I don't represent the National

2 FOP or the State FOP.  I represent cops, cops in my

3 District, cops in my Lodge.  I think this makes sense

4 strategically.  It puts Ohio back on the table, a

5 spot we have not had in quite some time.  It gives a

6 bigger voice.  It allows us to move forward, and I

7 think this is absolutely the right thing to do.

8             Pat has been open with me.  He has been

9 communicating with me.  Anything I have ever needed,

10 hey, man, the Board has been supportive including

11 times when we have had high -- really scrutinized

12 events on the National scale.  Just as our Brother --

13 our President always calls and says, hey, what can I

14 do for you, I have had that same experience in Lodge

15 9 from the President, and I do appreciate that.  We

16 have to do what leaders do and that's lead and move

17 Ohio forward.  Thank you.

18             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Microphone No. 1.

19             BROTHER THOAMS:  Kyle Thoams, Dayton 44.

20 I just second everything that's already been said.

21 It's our job as leaders of our organizations

22 throughout this state to have to respect the

23 professional relationships even when we do have

24 conflict and strife.  It's time.  It puts us in a

25 good position to work better with the National, have
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1 a stronger relationship moving forward.  So second
2 what the guys said.
3             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  The Brother speaks
4 in favor.  Any further discussion?
5             Seeing and hearing none, all those in
6 favor of the motion, signify by saying aye.  Opposed
7 say nay.  Motion passes.
8             (Vote taken; motion passed.)
9             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Anything else for

10 the good of the order?
11             VICE PRESIDENT ASSION:  Brothers and
12 Sisters, a lot of you already know this, I wanted to
13 come up here and say thank you.  Two things, one,
14 thank you for the trust and faith in electing me to
15 this position.  I worked hard.  I continue to work
16 hard, and I will continue to work hard on all of your
17 behalf.
18             Second thing, I want to say this past
19 January 22, many of you know we had Brother Dakota
20 Wetzel who was shot in the line of duty.  This is
21 personal to me.  Dakota's mother-in-law, he just got
22 married on Saturday, is my best friend and my Local
23 Lodge's President, Lisa Beam.  I remember being in my
24 office getting ready to walk out the door for the
25 day, and one of my guys came in and said we have to
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1 go right now.  And a lot of you know what those kind
2 of conversations are like.
3             So I jump in my car, and I sped over to
4 Lisa's house, threw her in the car, and we shot down
5 to the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center where
6 Dakota was life flighted.  And within the next few
7 hours, President McDonald came, my phone was blowing
8 up, and everybody that you see sitting up here from
9 almost all the District Trustees -- in fact, all the

10 District Trustees, local lodge presidents throughout
11 the state, the Pennsylvania FOP showed up and rolled
12 out the red carpet.  The treatment was phenomenal.
13 And it's just my personal experience with Brothers
14 and Sisters of this organization.
15             Lisa is married to Mike Sauger from the
16 state of up north.  I was pleased and humbled enough
17 I performed that wedding as their minister.  But it
18 hit close to home.  It was personal.  Dakota's
19 family, Lisa's family, Lisa's daughter Regan, they
20 are all FOP members, and to see this organization
21 come together, I couldn't be more proud and couldn't
22 have been more grateful.
23             And he just got married on Saturday, and
24 we hope to get him back in full duty sometime
25 beginning of 2026.  But thank you, all.
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1             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  If you ever question

2 there's a God, you just have to look at Dakota, but

3 we were not sure that would be the outcome for days.

4             Anything for the good of the order?

5 Raffles, if you have a raffle, your lodge has a

6 raffle, now is the time.  Rob has lots of raffles.

7 Rob loves raffles.  While Rob is coming up, speaking

8 of raffles, do me a favor and see Rob on the way out.

9 We have these Ohio State-Texas football tickets to

10 see two top five teams play and August 23?  30th?

11 August 30 in the horseshoe.  Thousands of dollars'

12 worth of tickets so the drawing will be two weeks

13 before the game.  Pick those tickets up, get them

14 sold, and get them back in.  The money raised by that

15 helps our members go to the National Conference.

16             (Raffle drawings.)

17             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Do we have anything

18 for the good of the order?  That was a little close

19 to that.  Anything else for the good of the order?

20                         - - -

21         ANNOUNCEMENT FOR POST-CONFERENCE BOARD

22             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  The FOP of Ohio

23 post-conference Board meeting will be in the Patriot

24 North room 30 minutes at the conclusion of this

25 meeting, 30 minutes after.
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1                     CLOSING PRAYER
2             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Seeing nobody else
3 going to the microphone, if you are able, please rise
4 for a closing prayer from Immediate Past President
5 Wolske.
6             (Closing prayer.)
7                         - - -
8                      ADJOURNMENT
9             PRESIDENT McDONALD:  Motion for

10 adjournment made by me.  Second by Glaser.  Under
11 discussion.
12             Hearing none, all those in favor, say
13 aye.  Opposed say nay.  See you in Independence.
14             (Vote taken; motion passes.)
15             (Thereupon, at 11:17 a.m., the conference
16 was adjourned.)
17                         - - -
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1                      CERTIFICATE
2             I do hereby certify that the foregoing is
3 a true and correct transcript of the proceedings
4 taken by me in this matter on Monday, July 15, 2025,
5 and carefully compared with my original stenographic
6 notes.
7

8

                     _______________________________
9                      Karen Sue Gibson, Registered

                     Merit Reporter.
10

11 (KSG-7799b)
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