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Issue 29 Quarterly Newsletter from The FOPA of Ohio May 2026

From the President

Greetings member s,

We were happy to see those of you who were able to at:
huge thank you to the Newark |l odge (and Zanesville f ol
amazing |lodge and really put on a great event for all/l

We are |l ooking forward to our upcoming annual state c¢
sending out packets with the credential forms for you
events and registration instructions. Please make sur:
number of delegates your lodge is allotted is based o
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I sen an email to all of the |l odges with a |ink for
conference. I n order to take advantage of the group r
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s an election Wweathafdomuouwr ar d@wi patoipo®. elxpr ess
ons. The nominations for PTeeadener Witk Pakeig
ss session on Monday. The electiom hbhiisthese &I :
Monday' s business session, the districts wild!/

rs will then be installed at the close of the r.
ted items regarding the offices they are seekin
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The State-T$easatraryreport will be back in the August
finances due to the fact that this newsletter is avai
copy of the most r eclenbhte threempmpw rtea eamgiolr ti,t It o you.

As always, i f you have any questions of concerns, pl e
Fraternally,
Theresa Drennen,

FOPA State President

Show Your Support

(from the Light Ohio Blue Facebook p

Mar k your calendars and get
Join us in honoring our fall
showing a visible sign of su
currently serving across Ohi
campaign wi |l | 6itlabk e 2p0éRe6cset aMhady
uni ted and Light Ohio Bl ue.
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From the Vice President

Greetings,
I hope this message finds you well . W
there is much to |l ook forward to in t
the arrival of spring and summer and
outdoor activities.
I would lIike to extend my sincere tha
of the FOPA and for the strong sense .
building together.
We have a busy schedule ahead. The Spring Meeting was
heartfelt THANK YOU to Newark and Zanesville |l odges f
all who were able to attend, it was great seeliddi never)
I ndependence, Ohio is rapidly appregcbBingti Bheasé ok emaj
rooms booked quickly. Additionally, owencdruaiwmrgapgmien dNi c|
Scholarship and the Virgil Mc Dani el Scholarship. We he
very har dwitnonepri.c KT HHANKS ch®U atros htilpe Commi tt ee f or going t
picking wimard sworfYlouirs greatly appreciated!!
Lastly, you should have received information regarding
l odge should hav active login credentials. 't is encoc
engage with it. If your secretary has not received | o¢
platform, please fewhlitfaeclsitaoat cvom@gbnya ipmedh@d &G0 .4 119 am |
to assist you. Moving forward, |l odges wil/ be responsi
member ship records
Thank you again for your continued dedication and supf
Sincerely,
Tammy Whit e
Ohi o FOPA State Vice President
Would you |li ke to see your | odge pr
edition? We | ove to share stori|es:s
Would you Ili ke t® seentyoor foddeailse
Deadline for submissions for the |JAU
Pl ease emai l submi ssions to ALo|jdg
Pl ease include details of the evengf/
or for more informati on}
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mailto:whiteohstatevp@gmail.com

Around the State

Lima Lodge #8

We are so fortunate to be able to cot,’,,“ £0 ou
Lodge #8. We swore in 4 new members eet
On the fundraising front, the 8th An Pur
Lodge #8 was a huge success!! We had R !
over 30 volunteers!!! This is one of | f und
We are already planning for a bigger n’d | bvent

Submitted by: Tammy WiHirteeaslwadkge &8 S$ aad
President

mp s
Fai rburn and

!

Wel come new member s! Great wor k |: %
y

Erie County Lodge #35 et —
Lodge #35 held their annual Wing and}| . L foun

and it was a huge success! 104 peopl ¢ W €
our | odge!d& Wko ciotulwlint hout our great v
e

Submitted by: Mary Meade Lodge #35 Tr

Great work Lodge # ——



Candidate for President

OTE FOR
Tammy White

FOPA State President

| am announcing my intent to run for Ohio
FOPA State President, bringing proven
leadership, experience, and dedication to
our organization. | have proudly served as
Scholarship Committee Chair, Fundraising
Chair, and Membership Committee Co-
Chair, working to strengthen member
engagement and support key initiatives.
My efforts have been recognized through
honors as both Lodge and State Member
of the Year. | am committed to fostering
transparency, improving organization, and
ensuring timely, accountable leadership at
every level. | believe in building a stronger,
more connected FOPA by supporting our
members, enhancing communication, and
promoting growth. Together, we can
continue to move our organization forward
with integrity, purpose, and a shared
commitment to excellence.
Sincerely,
Tammy White
Ohio FOPA State Vice President




Vice President Candidate

L

My name is Mary Meade and | am running for Vice
President for the FOPA Ohio State Executive
Board.

| am a 2011 charter member of Erie County Lodge
35. We are celebrating our 15th Anniversary this
year. Our Lodge is honored to have received the
Ohio State FOPA Lodge of the year twice, 2017
and 2023. | have served as Treasurer of Lodge 35
since it began and continue to hold this position. |
have served as the 3rd District Trustee of the State
FOPA since March 2021. And also started serving
the 6th District in July 2023 until this present time.
On the state board | serve on the audit,
scholarship, and the fundraising committees.

| am very dedicated and active in our FOPA Lodge
and our FOP Lodge #17. Our lodges strive to
support one another in all events and fundraisers. |
feel like our strong bond makes us strong assets to
our organizations. | have attended Police Week in
Washington, DC 6 times and have participated in
the Special Olympics Law Enforcement Torch Run
for more than 10 years, and | am honored to
represent our State FOPA.

| retired from my 42 year nursing career in May
2025 and | feel | will be able to devote my services
to this position.

| would appreciate your support at the 2026 State
Conference in July for the position of Vice

President.

Thank you!
Mary Meade

Page 5



Secretary - Treasurer Candidate

Dear Members of the State FOPA,

| wish to announce my intent to run for the position of Secretary/Treasurer for the State Fraternal
Order of Police Associates. | hold a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management and Accounting and
bring over 20 years of experience in the banking industry, along with more than 20 years’ experience
with tax preparation. Throughout my career, | have served in multiple Treasurer roles across various
organizations, gaining extensive experience in financial management and reporting. | have proudly
been a member of our lodge for 18 years. During that time, | have served as a Trustee, Treasurer, and,
for the past 12 years, as President. These roles have provided me with a comprehensive
understanding of our organization and the responsibilities required to effectively serve our
membership. It would be both an honor and a privilege to serve in this capacity to upholding the
mission, values, and integrity of the FOPA. The role of Secretary/Treasurer is critical to maintaining
accurate records, ensuring clear communication, and providing responsible financial oversight. | am
fully prepared to dedicate the time and attention necessary to carry out these responsibilities with
diligence and accuracy.

Through my involvement with the FOPA, | have developed a deep appreciation for the work we do in
support of our law enforcement community and their families. | understand the importance of
accountability, detailed record-keeping, timely reporting, and fiscal responsibility. If elected, | will
work diligently to maintain organized documentation, provide clear financial reports, and ensure
compliance with all bylaws and reporting requirements. | will collaborate with each lodge to support
accurate membership records and provide tools to help strengthen and grow membership.

My goal is to contribute to a collaborative and forward-thinking leadership team that prioritizes
transparency, efficiency, and service to our members. | welcome the opportunity to bring my
organizational skills, reliability, and dedication to this position.

Thank you for your consideration. | respectfully ask for your support and your vote for Secretary/
Treasurer of the State FOPA.

Fraternally,

Joyce Benson
Newark FOPA # 10
2555 6" St
Newark, OH 43055
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Secretary - Treasurer Candidate
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