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Sergeant Scott Ries was shot and killed
responding to a call on July 5, 2026.

After receiving a call reporting shots
fired, officers from the Rittman Police

Department, Hinckley Police
Department, Medina County Sheriff's

Office, and Wayne County Sheriff's
Office arrived at the scene, where they
were immediately fired upon. Sergeant

Ries and four other deputies and
officers were struck. Sergeant Ries

succumbed to his injuries at the scene.

Two deputies were transported to a
local hospital in stable condition, two

others were treated at the scene, and a
Wayne County Sheriff's Office K-9 was

shot during the incident; he was
released two days later from a local

animal hospital. Two other individuals
were also killed during the incident.

Sergeant Ries had served with the
Rittman Police Department for 10 years

and had previously served with the
Wayne County Sheriff’s Office for 19

years and the Sugar Grove Police
Department. Survivors include his wife,
two daughters, mother, brother, niece,

and nephew.



FOP of Ohio 90  th

Annual Conference

Congratulations to the 2026 - 2028 Board of Trustees of the FOP of Ohio:
President - Jay McDonald, Lodge 24; Vice President - T.J. Assion, Lodge 141

Secretary - Travis Parker, Lodge 9; Treasurer - Greg Toyeas, Lodge 69
2nd Vice President - Bill Saringer, Lodge 25; Sgt. At Arms - Shari Robertson,

Lodge 32; Immediate Past President - Gary Wolske - Lodge 67; 
Trustees: Brian Armstead; David Kurzinsky; Tracey Susana; Pamela Wells-

Exline, Jeff Spires; Mike Watkins; Damian Glaser; Steve Fioritto; Jon Halusek;
Aaron Bramel; and Kevin Davis.



Ohio Speaker of the House
Matt Huffman addressed
our delegates about our

work together on the PTSI
legislation and on protecting

the option of the death
penalty for the worst

offenders in Ohio

Ohio Attorney General Andy
Wilson spoke to our

members about growing up
with his police officer father

and working together to
keep Ohio safe for everyone.

AG Wilson also spoke about
the need to strengthen
some of Ohio’s laws to
protect Ohioans from

criminals

Rep. Haraz Ghanbari told the
delegation about how the

PTSI legislation passed the
legislature despite some last
minute hiccups and how we
worked together to make it

happen.

Thank you Rep. Ghanbari!





At the 90th Annual
Conference of the Fraternal
Order of Police of Ohio, Mike
Watkins of Lima Lodge 21 was

presented the Steve Young
Award for his over 50 years of
dedication to the members of
the Fraternal Order of Police.
Mike has served the FOP well,
both in Lima and throughout
Ohio.   Congratulations Mike!

Brian Steel was awarded the
2026 Member of the Year

Award for his commitment to
the men and women of the

Dewey R. Stokes, Capital City
Lodge #9, where he serves as

President.   Brian is a
dedicated leader and is truly
deserving of this prestigious

award.

The Queen City Lodge #69 in
Cincinnati was named the

2026 Lodge of the Year
because of the unwavering

service to their entire
membership.  President Ken

Kober leads a fantastic Board
and the whole organization is
second to none in the entire

Fraternal Order of Police.
Congratulations Lodge 69.



The FOP of Ohio
would like to thank
National Fraternal

Order of Police
President Patrick

Yoes, 2nd Vice
President John Hoyt
and Fraternal Order

of Police State Lodge
of Michigan President

Mike Sauger for
joining us for our
conference and
reporting to our

members.
We appreciate you
attending the 90th

Annual Conference of
the FOP of Ohio and
spending time with

our membership
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President McDonald also presented 50-year pins to 19 members
who have given so much to the Fraternal Order of Police. These
members are role models that the rest of us strive to emulate.

All eighteen in the photo and the one who did not want his
photo taken are all giants in this organization and extremely

worthy of recognition. Bill Vogel of Lodge 69 was the leader, with
69 years of service to the members. Congratulations to all. 

Lima Lodge 21 Immediate Past
President Darrell Ball received
the Virgil McDaniel Award  for

his support of the FOPA and his
leadership in helping to grow

that organization. 

Congratulations Darrell!



The 90th Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio conference kicked off
with a training on how Ohio's Marsy's Law constitutional provisions

apply to law enforcement officers by attorneys Nicole
Wannamacher and Lathan Lipperman from Lodge 9! Seminar #2 at

the conference was a legal update from Bob Meader from
objectivelyreasonable.com.  Thank you to both sets of instructors

https://www.facebook.com/fopohio?__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/objectivelyreasonable?__tn__=-]K*F


June 18, 2026, the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio learned of a court filing containing
serious allegations that Thin Blue Line Benefits diverted, moved, or outright spent

funds that had been designated by the State of Ohio - and ordered by the court - to pay
claims by Ohio participants.  There will be a hearing on August 24 to see if TBL is to be

held in contempt of court.  

These allegations are alarming, unacceptable, and demand immediate action.

Participants in the Thin Blue Line program are required to submit claims paperwork
before an August deadline. From signing up and paying their premiums to dealing with

the fallout of the initial fraud, these members have followed the rules. And they had
every reason to expect that the money set aside for their claims would be available to

pay what was owed.

Our most urgent priority is simple: recover every dollar possible and ensure that valid
claims are paid to participants to the fullest extent possible.

We have already been in contact with the Governor’s Office, the Attorney General, the
Ohio Department of Insurance, and federal regulators and law enforcement. We have
received commitments that every available remedy will be pursued. I spoke directly

with Attorney General Andy Wilson, who told me, “I will be a full partner in helping get
this money back.”

I know that every FOP member, whether a Thin Blue Line beneficiary or not, will
demand that the company be held responsible for consistent and blatantly bad

behavior. And you should know that we will continue pressing this issue at every level
until answers are provided, accountability is delivered, and every possible dollar is

recovered for our members.

Jay McDonald
FOP of Ohio President



Thin Blue Line Update
The Ohio Department of Insurance has released

the Proof of Claim Form and Instructions for those
who wish to file a claim for unpaid balances

related to Thin Blue Line Insurance. This form is
different from the complaint you may have filed

already. This is the next step in the process. If you
believe you are entitled to reimbursement or

payment from Thin Blue Line, please review all
attachments. The deadline for filing the Proof of

Claim Form and related documentation is August
31, 2026. 

ODI also suggests you provide the “Liquidation
Order” to any creditors who are threatening to

place you into collections.  

You can find the forms and orders needed and
additional information at the following link to the

Ohio Department of Insurance:

https://insurance.ohio.gov/consumers/resources/0
1-thin-blue-line-benefits-association-llc-claims-

legal-action-update



Be on the lookout for
the training agenda for
this great conference





The FOP of Ohio achieved the first step of a
accomplishing a major goal for the organization,
the introduction of HB 975.  HB 975, introduced

by Rep. Phil Plummer and Rep. Cindy Abrams, will
allow law enforcement officers to go to Common
Pleas Court for due process if they are placed on

a so-called Brady list by a prosecutor.

The FOP has seen officers placed on this list after
being acquitted in court and also for making

political statements.  Due process is a must and
we will work to pass this bill in the fall!



FOP of Ohio Legislative Report

The legislature is not working during the summer break, so there
is not a lot to report on that front that is not already covered
elsewhere in this newsletter but I wanted to point out to you

that there will be a statewide constitutional amendment on the
November ballot.  

This measure would amend the state constitution to require
voters to present photo identification (ID) to vote in person, as

well as requiring absentee voters to provide a photo ID, or a
signature plus one other unique identifier authorized by law. It
would also allow for the legislature to establish an alternative
identity-verification process for voters with a sincere religious

objection to being photographed.

Currently, Ohio law requires voters to present photo ID while
voting, with accepted forms of ID including a valid Ohio driver's
license or ID card, U.S. passport, and U.S. military ID. Ohio law
also requires absentee voters to provide a copy of their photo
ID, an Ohio driver’s license or ID number, or the last four digits
of their Social Security number. Ohio law also allows for voters

with a religious objection to complete an affidavit.



FOP of Ohio adds 3 more members to the
#ProtectOhioPolice Hall of Shame

The FOP added 3 more members to the Hall of Shame.  Whitehall
politicians Mayor Michael Bivens and Council members Amy Harcar
and Lori Elmore join Iris Roley from Cincinnati and Eric Garrett from

Akron in the Protect Ohio Police Hall of Shame.  All three have shown a
consistent commitment to anti-police rhetoric and action, lack of

transparency, and questionable spending decisions that don’t serve
Whitehall residents.

 

Protect Ohio Police, an initiative by the Fraternal Order of Police of
Ohio, exists to hold public officials accountable when they undermine

the rule of law in Ohio







The FOPA Ohio is a civilian affiliate of the Fraternal Order of
Police of Ohio, Inc. Our members are friends and families of
law enforcement Officers, responsible and respected business
persons, professional men and women, and citizens from all
walks of life—people willing to devote a portion of their time
and efforts toward assisting the various law enforcement
agencies of our communities, states and nation.

The FOPA Ohio is an organization formed for the purpose of
increasing our understanding of the rights, duties and
problems of law enforcement officers; of fostering respect for
them; and of bettering conditions under which they serve
society. We accomplish this through public relations, as well as
legislative and educational efforts. It is our aim and objective
to support law enforcement throughout Ohio in every way
possible. We believe that Law is the safeguard to freedom, and
it is our duty to defend it.

We all need to help the FOPA help us, by recruiting a member
or two to join the FOPA.   If you need information on the
FOPA, please email alodgeupdate@gmail.com 

Do you know
someone who
“BACKS THE

BLUE”?   The FOPA
is the organization

for them!



If you were unable to attend our 90th Annual
Conference, you missed out on a lot. The link

below will take you to the conference documents,
including the conference book and the

resolutions.

https://www.fopohio.org/index.cfm?
zone=/unionactive/private_view_page.cfm&pag

e=FOPOhio2020232087TH20Conference 



The FOP works in the Statehouse and Congress on pensions and
Social Security to benefit all of our retired members.  

We are proud to offer our concealed carry legal protection
through the FOP Legal Defense Fund for only $84 a year! You can

learn more at https://foplegal.com/.

If you know a retired law enforcement who is interested in joining
the nation’s Largest Police Organization contact Rob Hawley at

rhawley@fopohio.org.







In cooperation with the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles
(BMV), the FOP offers a special FOP member-only license
plate and a FOPA member-only license plate. 

These plates can be ordered at any local BMV Office, but
first, you must receive an approved application from the
Ohio State Lodge. You will receive your approved
application(s) in the mail, which you can complete based
on the style of plates desired and take to any local BMV.

In order to approve your application, please fill out this web
form at this address :

https://www.fopohio.org/LicensePlates

Do you have
FOP/FOPA Plates?



NFOP Members can join the NFOP Amazon Business
account and take advantage of Business Prime (Free Same

Day, Next Day, 2-Day shipping on Prime eligible items),
wide product selection (100s of millions of products), and

competitive prices (Business-only prices). The NFOP
Amazon Business Account can be used by members for

individual personal purchasing, and also may be used by
lodge staff for lodge specific purchasing. Only NFOP

members can join. Click the link to submit this form to
validate membership and receive an invite:

https://fop.net/member-benefits/join-nfop-amazon-
business-account/









heroesvacationclub.com



Your paragraph text



October 22-23, Great Lakes Area Coalition Training   Gun Lake, MI

October 28     Women’s Conference   Columbus

November 5-8 National Board Meeting    Chicago

January 22-23, 2027    FOP of Ohio Winter Board     Columbus

February 21-26, 2027   Pathway to Excellence   Las Vegas

March 18-20      Spring National Board Meeting   Denver

July 10-13     91  FOP of Ohio Conference    Sharonvillest

August 9-12, 2027    National Conference     Salt Lake City

Important Dates
 Ohio Police 
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